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MEMORANDUM
DATE May 9, 2016
TO - Board Members
| Karen Johnson
Agenda ltem 27. a.1-4. Con5|der Previously Proposed Statutory
SUBJECT - Language Regarding Coursework in Suicide Risk Assessment and

Intervention

Background:

AB 2198 (Levine, 2014) would have mandated a six hour one time continuing education
requirement on the subject of suicide prevention, assessment and training for licensees
of the Board. It would also require applicants for psychology licensure whose graduate
studies began on or after January 1, 2016, take a 15 hour course in suicide
assessment, treatment and management. The Board took an oppose position at their
August, 2014 meeting. Staff provided testimony to the Legislature and wrote opposition
letters to the author and committee members. The bill was vetoed by Governor Brown;
however, in his veto message he asked, “...licensing Boards to address the issues
which this bill raises and take whatever actions are needed”.

Attachments:

1. Governor Brown’s Veto Message

2. Diagram of the legislative mandated coursework

3. Compilation of first survey responses received 4/10/15 (15), and results of the
second survey sent to graduate, internship, and clinical programs (70)

4. Proposed draft statutory language

Action Requested:

The Board must decide how to address the request in the veto message.



OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR

SEP 18 2014

To the Members of the California State Assembly:
I'am returning Assembly Bill 2198 without my signature.

This bill would require certain mental health professionals to complete a training program in
“suicide assessment, treatment, and management.”

California has an extensive regulatory scheme that aims to ensure that California physicians,
psychologists and counselors are skilled in the healing arts to which they have committed their
lives. Rather than further legislating in this field, I would ask our licensing boards to evaluate
the issues which this bill raises and take whatever actions are needed.

Sincerely,

>

LA
Edmund G. Brown Jr.

GOVERNOR EDMUND G. BROWN JR, » SACRAMENTO, CALIFORNIA 95814 « (9186) 445-2841



"109|83u

pue asnge 1jnpe Jusapusdap pue Jap|o ‘0) palejad JuUswieall
Se [[om sk ‘4o Suiliodad pue JUIWSSISSE Y} U0 UOIIdNAISUI
apn|oul |jeys J4omasinod siyl ‘zToz ‘T Aenuer saye pue up

“Juswauinbai siyl 01 uoildadxa ue 1oj pieog ayy 03 Ajdde 03

(sevz av) € § ‘zss
Y2 ‘0TOZ "SIeIS

(s16T GS) 0C §

S821AJSS Ul|eay |eIUSW JO Uoisiacad 10311p apnjoul 10U S30p S69 Y2 F00T S1e1s S9A
92130e.4d 8S0YM 33SUIDI| B MO||E 0} pRpPUIWIE SBM 3IN1RIS
‘3ui3e Jo s1oadse
|eai3ojoyaAsd pue ‘|eisos ‘|eaiojoig ay3 ‘03 paiwi| 10U SI
1ng ‘@pn|aul p|nod 35IN0J 3y "uoiIdIs siyl Jo a1ep aanelado ¥002/10/10
9yl Jaye pouad |emaual 1s1i) 13y 40 SIY SulNp 2422 W) (es6 9s) s § 01 Joud Apnis aienpeus
S002/T0/10 | -8uo| pue SuiSe ul 3si1n0d UOIIEINPS BUINUITUOD INOY-93JY]1 L'ST6Z | TS "U2 Z0OT "siels ON uedag oym s93s5uU3d17]
:31va ‘NOILD3S :Ad AIMOTTV
‘01 s3inddv
AAILYY3dO SANAINIHINGIY AHRAdS 3000 d®9 | AIANINV/AIAAV | NOILdINEXI
VI NWYHIL-DNOT ANV DNIDY
‘solweuAp asnge Japuas swes pue ‘s1030ey |EININD
‘saaunosas Ajunwwod 3uipnpoul ‘sa1831e.3s UoIUBAIRIUI
pue ‘uoildalep ‘QuawWssasse asnge Jaulied/|esnods ¥00Z/10/10
Ul U0I1329s sy JO a1ep aAllesado ay} Jayye polad (P95 9S) € § ‘I8 01 Jo14d Apnis a1enpeus
¥00Z/T0/T0 | |emauad 3sii) Jay 40 sy Sulnp 3sin02 uolleanps SuiNuUod g162C ‘Y2 ‘200Z 's1e1s SIA uegaq oym saasuaI
-31va ‘NOILD3S ‘:Ad AIMOTIV .
JAILVH3dO SINaNABINOEH I E0aES 3002 4’89 | GIANINY/A3AAV | NOILdINAX3 el Sallddv

S3I93LVYLS NOILNIAYILNI ANV NOILDIL3A ‘LNIINSSISSY 3SNAV HINLYYL/TVSNOdS

(966T ‘T AYVNNVI IAILYHIHO) INVYDO0Y¥d NOILYINAI ONINNILNOD
S.AAD0T0HIASd 40 a¥V09 FHL 40 NOILdIDONI JHL IDNIS SLNINTFHINDIY TYMINIY NOILYINAT DNINNILNOD FINIL-INO 40 AHOLSIH

ADOTOHIASd 40 advod




To Whom It May Concern,

The Board of Psychology (Board) is seeking your assistance in gathering information
about the course content, training, supervision, practicum experience, and applied
clinical training of its licensees’ graduate and internship programs.

Specifically, we are gathering information regarding the coverage of suicide
assessment, treatment, and management in the various graduate and internship
programs designed to lead to licensure by the Board. -

This request is in response to questions raised by AB 2198 (Levine, 2014) regarding
whether licensed mental health professionals receive sufficient training in suicide
assessment, treatment, and management. This bill proposed requiring licensees of this
Board and the Board of Behavioral Sciences, to take a six-hour continuing education
course covering these topics. ‘

Although AB 2198 was vetoed by the Governor, this bill prompted discussion about the
amount of instruction students are receiving on this topic, as well as the specific content
areas of the instruction, at both the Board level and in the Legislature.

The attached survey focuses on graduate class programs, but any information
regarding crisis intervention and suicide prevention will be beneficial.

So that we may answer these questions, we ask that you please complete the brief
questionnaire attached to this letter by Wednesday January 28, 2015, and send it back

to the Board to my attention. Please feel free to include any additional information that
you have available.

Sincerely,
Jon Burke

Jonathan Burke

Administrative Services Coordinator
Board of Psychology

1625 N. Market Bivd., N-215-
Sacramento, CA 95834

(916) 574-7137 direct

(916) 574-8672 fax
Jonathan.Burke@dca.ca.gov

www.psychology.ca.qov




Board of Psychology Survey
Coursework in Suicide Assessment,
Treatment, and Management

Instructions: Please complete the following questions and email back to the
Board at the following address by Wednesday, January 28:

Please feel free to attach additional information, such as syllabi or course
descriptions that you feel may be helpful. Thank you very much for your

timel
1. School/ Clinic Name:

2. Degree! Internship Program Name:

3. Course(s) Required by this Degree/ Internship Program Which Cover the Topics of
- Suicide Assessment, Treatment, and Management:

4. Number of Units/Hours Each Required Course Spends on These Topics:
5. A Description of the Topics/Methods Covered by Each Required Course:

6. Additional Relevant Courses Offered but not Required in the Degree/ Internship
Program (Please include number of units/hours and a brief description):
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Psychology Suicide Assessment, Treatment and Management SurveyMonkey

Q1 Please indicate the name of

program/sefting.

Answered: 82 Skipped: 3

Practicum

Inmms“ip _

Pre-doctoral ' 3

Post-doctoral

Other (please -
spacify)

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80%  90% 100%

An;wer Choit.:as Responses
| Practicum _ ' - 3 24.54% 17
Internship 43.48% 30
Pre-doctoral 49.28% 34
Post~dc;ctoral ' 45.38% 12
Other (please specify) 10.14% 7

Toial Respondants: 69

# Other (please specify) Date

1 7 Pre-doctoral & Post-docloral 4/27/2015 3:54 PM
2 . : D;::ctoral program 4/27/2015 2:15 PM
3 . Doctoral Academic Program 4/27/2015 12:18 PM
4 Clinical PsyD program 4/25/2015 3:58 PM
5 Doctoral Program 4/25/2015 3:17 PM
3 Graduate School/psychology 4/23/2015 5:56 PM
7 " Doctoral Program in Clinical Psychology 4/22/2015 9:08 AM

117



Psychology Suicide Assessment, Treatment and Management SurveyMonkey

07 Is assessment of suicide risk a required
part of trainees supervised experience?

Apgwerad 868 Skipped 3

NoI

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

Answer Choices ' "l Responses
Yes - 97.06% 86
No 2.94% 2
Total 6a

217



Psychology Suicide Assessment, Treatment and Management SurveyMonkey

@3 Is suicide intervention a required part of
trainees/ supervised experience?

Answered: 88 Skipped: 4

N(’.

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

. Answer Cholces ST 7 : j : ~ Responses .
ves . 92.85% ' 83
i _ - | 7.35% 5
Total

3/7



Psychology Suicide Assessment, Treatment and Management

4 How are suicide assessment and
intervention taught (check all that apply)?

Answered 7O Skipped 7

Assessment

Intervention

0%  10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60%

essential competency) in many of our classes.

417

SurveyMonkey

70% 80% 90% 100%

Didactic @@ Experiential = Other (please explain below) {57 Not applicable
Didactic Experiential Cther (pleass axplaln below) Not applicable
Assessment 97.14% 90.00% 15.71% 0.00%
68 63 11 0
Intervention 95.59% 84.12% 16.18% 0.00%
65 64 11 a
# Please explain
1 Orientation workshop, as well as seminar presentations
2 taught in seminar, see suicidal clients with live and reviewed supervision
3 Academic work
4 as it comes up in clinical cases
5 Diadactic: through classes and seminars of psychological testing as well as various classes of clinical
interventions. Experiential Assessment and intervention is achived by supervision and closely monitoring the
trainee's work. Other: it is understood that post doctoral trainees have covered this subject in their graduate
schools as well as previous training sites.
6 We do not have a specific course related to suicide assessment and treatment but. the topic is integrated (as an

Total Respondenis

70

63

Date

4/29/2015 5:46 PM
4/27/2015 2:40 PM
4/27/2015 2:15 F'M
4/27/2015 1:47 PM

4/27/2015 12:43 P

4/27/2015 12:18 PMi



Psychology Suicide Assessment, Treatment and Management

SurveyMonkey
7 Through specnﬂc training using our assessment and inlervenuon tool 41'27/2015 10:53 AM
8 Some postdoctoral fellows also teach and sueprvlse on suicide assessment and intervention 42712015 10:01 AM
9 Obsewing senlor staff with clients 4/26!2015 5:02 PM
10 ) As part of the didactic courses on psychapathclogy, legaliathical issues, and pesonality assessment. Also in 4!261’2015 10 47 AM
Practicum Case Seminar
R U — e —— .. PO 8 e o e PR
1 | Supervision applled o cases 4/25.'2015 5 PM
2 . Taught in basucintewentlon courses, with reading, Iscture role play and write up. Follow up in program—hased 41252015 3:58 PM
supervision groups. :
13 | through supervision 41232015 3:06 PM
14 1 Taught via seminars, and with direct supervislon on freatment units 4/22/12015 3113 PM
15 ¢ Durirg |ndi\ndual and group supervision as well as during classes such as standanzed psychologma] testmg 4.’22/2015 2 14 PM
16 Suicide assessment and intervention are also addressad in individual and group supervision. 4222015 11:50 AM
17 © This is part of our curriculum In Foundation Clinlcal skills and Assessment courses, we alsa reinforce all of this in 4123/2015 9:08 AM
prosemlnars and clinical compatency exammatmn before students attend predec internship
18 lntems complete a 2—day course on suicide assesamanmntewentron (including role-play) as well as applied 412212015 904 AM
i elinical experiences under supervision of a licensed psycho!oglst
19 - Weekly supervision 41222015 8:50 AM
20 " Ourtrainees get a Iot of hands-on suicide assessment, We bagin the year with didactic training for both 4/22{2015 B:27 AM
: assessment and intervention. Sulcidal ideation is a fairly common presenting issus. Trainees do their own
assessments and often ask a senior staff person ko j join them 50 that they get to have suicide assessment and i
Intervention modeted for them in session. - ]
21 Part of pre-doc work takes ptéce In a Partial Hospltalization and residential program where pallents are both : 4/22/2015 8:02 AM

i
assessed for sulclde and Interventions oceur when patients exhibit suicidal behaviros :

22 During orientation, didactic trairning is provided re: assessment of suicidality/behavioral emergencies' Trainees
are required to page supervisor immediately re: client ideation, plan, intent; clients are assessed by sup with the
trainae presant not only to ensure safety, but also o model assessment and mtervennon

3 : Direct observat[on of and by licensed superwsar and other members of the interdlsclpilnary team

5/7

41'221’2015 '? 27 AM

4/22/2015 : 49 AM



Psychology Suicide Assessment, Treatment and Management SurveyMonkey

/

(15 For the typical trainee in your setiing, (
how likely is that person to receive:

Angwerad 70 Swippad 2

Training in .

assessment f...

Training in .

 intervention...

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 0% 100%

00 Verylikely @ (no label) (no label) Not likely

Vary likely {rno laibel) (no lakal) Mot lilealy Total
Training in assessment for suicide risk? 94.29% 5.71% 0.00% 0.00%
66 4 4] 0 70
Training in intervention strategies for a suicidal client? ©4.29% 5.71% 0.00% 0.00%
56 4 0 0 70

PN
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Psychology Suicide Assessment, Treatment and Management SurveyMonkey

(& Upon completion of their training at your
site, how able are trainees to:

Answerad: 76 Skipped. 2

Dctcct- '

suicidal risk?

Assess the
potential fo...

Intervene -

agpropriatel...

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 80% 100%

[l Veryable @l (nolabel) i (no label) {1 Not able

Wery alble (no lziel) {no fabel} Mot able Total
Detect suicidal risk? 88.41% 11.59% 0.00% 0.00%
61 a 0 ) 0 69
Assess the potential for suicidai action? 87.14% 12.86% 0.00% 0.00%
61 9 g 0 0
Intervene appropriately with suicidal individuals? B7.14% 12.85% 0.00% $.00%
6l it} ' i 0 70

T



New Statutory Language Regarding Coursework in Suicide Risk Assessment and
Intervention

§2915.4. Coursework in suicide risk assessment and intervention.

{a) Any applicant for licensure as a psychologist who began graduate study on or after
January 1, 20XX, shall complete, as a condition of licensure, a minimum of 6 contact
hours of coursework in suicide risk assessment and intervention.

(b) Coursework taken in fulfillment of other educational requirements for licensure

pursuant to this chapter—erina-separate course-of studyv— may, at the discretion of the

board, fulfill the requirements of this section.

(c) In order to satisfy the coursework requirement of this section, the applicant shall
submit to the board a certification from the chief academic officer of the educational
institution from which the applicant graduated stating that the coursework required by
this section is included within the institution's required curriculum for graduation—or
within-the-ceurseweork; that was completed by the applicant.

(d) The board shall not issue a license to the applicant until the applicant has met the
requirements of this section.

code?

= [Comment [D1]: Possibly move to pathways T

governor, survey results, list of requirements
from other sections,

Comment [D2]: Bring back veto message from ]

l Comment [nm3]: Why would you delete this
phrase? It's consistent with the agingand long- |
term care requirement and it allows for the huurs |
to be satisfied by an elective, | believe.

Comment [D4]: Add “1 time post licensure” ]
language and develop cpd language.




