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MEMORANDUM 


DATE 

TO 

April 9, 2017 

Board of Psychology 

FROM rr ./L__ 
J sspiegel 
C rvices Coordinator 

SUBJECT Agenda Item #4(b)(1 )(B)(18)-AB 683 (Garcia) Prisoners: Support 
Services 

Background: 

This bill would appropriate $1 ,500,000 from the General Fund to the Department of 
Corrections and Rehabilitation for allocation to the Counties of Alameda, Los Angeles, 
Monterey, Riverside, and Santa Clara to implement pilot programs in those counties to 
provide reentry services and support to persons who are, or who are scheduled to be, 
released from a county jail. The bill would require the pilot programs to include specified 
components, including support services for parents and a mentorship program. The bill 
would require each county that elects to implement one or more pilot programs pursuant 
to these provisions to conduct a study and submit to the Legislature on or before 
January 1, 2023, a report evaluating the effectiveness of the pilot programs in the 
county. The bill would also include a statement of legislative findings and declarations. 

Location: Assembly Committee on Appropriations 

Status: 	03/21/2017 Passed Assembly Committee on Public Safety, re-referred to the 
Assembly Committee on Appropriations 

Votes: 03/21/2017 Assembly Committee on Public Safety (7-0-0) 

Action Requested: 
No action is required at this time. Staff will continue to watch AB 683 (Garcia) due to its 
potential for increased access to mental health services for inmates. 

Attachment A : AB 683 (Garcia) Text 
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AB-683 Prisoners: support services. (2011-2018) 

SECTION 1. (a) The Legislature finds and declares all of the following: 

(1) Studies have consistently found that prisoners who maintain close contact with their family members while 
incarcerated have better postrelease outcomes and lower recidivism rates. Despite this, corrections officials are 
often obstinate in supporting this communication with respect to written correspondence, visitation, and phone 
calls. 

(2) Revising visitation policies to facilitate visits by family members, investing in prison-based literacy programs 
and less restrictive mail policies, and reducing intrastate prison and jail phone rates would provide prisoners with 
greater opportunities to maintain close relationships with their families. 

(3) Research cites that positive fatherhood involvement improves life trajectory for a child. Also, fatherhood 
involvement in a child's life protects against risk factors that pose harm to children, such as problematic behavior, 

maternal depression, and family economic hardship. Fatherhood involvement is also associated with promoting 
children's social and language skills. 

(4) Specific examples of culturally relevant approaches to parenting, fatherhood support, and young male 
mentorship include Cara y Corazon, El Joven Noble, and Circulo de Hombres, which have been chosen as the 
culturally based family strengthening interventions in other initiatives. 

(b) It is the intent of the Legislature to enact legislation that accomplishes all of the following : 

(1) Supports and creates culturally competent programs that increase opportunit ies for family friendly contact 
during and after imprisonment. 

(2) Funds and creates culturally competent programmatic support services and reentry strategies outside of 
imprisonment that support fatherhood involvement, family reunification, and family strengthening. 

(3) Supports expanded funding for innovation on culturally relevant parenting, fatherhood support, and young 
male mentorship to decrease the risk of violence, suicide, and other traumas that children of prisoners who are 
under 17 years ofage may be exposed to by providing education, skills-based training, and early intervention and 
treatment referrals to parents, families, and children. 

SEC. 2. (a) The sum of one million five hundred thousand dollars ($1,500,000) is hereby appropriated from the 
General Fund to the Department of Corrections and Rehabilitation for allocation in the manner, and for the 
purposes, described in subdivisions (b) and (c), respectively. 

(b) The moneys appropriated pursuant to subdivision (a) shall be allocated to each of the following five counties 
that elects to participate in the pilot program: Alameda, Los Angeles, Monterey, Riverside, and Santa Clara. 

(c) Funds allocated pursuant to this section shall be used to create pilot programs in each county to provide 
reentry services and support to persons who are, or who are scheduled to be, released from a county jail. Each 
pilot program that receives funding pursuant to this section shall include all of the following components: 

(1) Support services for recipients who are parents. 

(2) A mentorship program that employs a culturally relevant, population-specific approach that has been 
employed by nonprofit organizations such as the National Compadres Network and the Brotherhood of Elders. 

(3) The establishment ofa collaborative body of training and technical advisers. 

(4) The establishment of a Youth Advisory Council to help inform and guide program leaders. 

(5) Leadership opportunities, particularly for youth. 



(6) Services to address mental health issues, including mental health issues relating to sexual exploitation, racial 

and ethnic disparities, and trauma. 

(7) An advisory committee in each county to oversee the establishment and implementation of the pilot program 

in the county. 

(d) A pilot program shall be eligible to receive funding pursuant to this section only if the service providers meet 

all of the following criteria : 

(1) Each provider has a proven track record of providing meaningful, culturally based programming, including the 

support of gender specific and gender fluid approaches. 

(2) Each provider offers services that support culturally based family strengthening, character development, and 

community mobilization. 

(3) Each provider offers services both before and after the recipient's release from a county jail. 

(e) (1) Each county that elects to implement a pilot program pursuant to this section shall conduct a study and 

submit to the Legislature on or before January 1, 2023, a report evaluating the effectiveness of the pilot 

programs in that county. 

(2) The report to be submitted pursuant to paragraph (1) shall be submitted in compliance with' Section 9795 of 

the Government Code. 





Accessibility Report





		Filename: 

		20170421_4b1b18.pdf









		Report created by: 

		



		Organization: 

		







[Enter personal and organization information through the Preferences > Identity dialog.]



Summary



The checker found no problems in this document.





		Needs manual check: 2



		Passed manually: 0



		Failed manually: 0



		Skipped: 0



		Passed: 30



		Failed: 0







Detailed Report





		Document





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Accessibility permission flag		Passed		Accessibility permission flag must be set



		Image-only PDF		Passed		Document is not image-only PDF



		Tagged PDF		Passed		Document is tagged PDF



		Logical Reading Order		Needs manual check		Document structure provides a logical reading order



		Primary language		Passed		Text language is specified



		Title		Passed		Document title is showing in title bar



		Bookmarks		Passed		Bookmarks are present in large documents



		Color contrast		Needs manual check		Document has appropriate color contrast



		Page Content





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Tagged content		Passed		All page content is tagged



		Tagged annotations		Passed		All annotations are tagged



		Tab order		Passed		Tab order is consistent with structure order



		Character encoding		Passed		Reliable character encoding is provided



		Tagged multimedia		Passed		All multimedia objects are tagged



		Screen flicker		Passed		Page will not cause screen flicker



		Scripts		Passed		No inaccessible scripts



		Timed responses		Passed		Page does not require timed responses



		Navigation links		Passed		Navigation links are not repetitive



		Forms





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Tagged form fields		Passed		All form fields are tagged



		Field descriptions		Passed		All form fields have description



		Alternate Text





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Figures alternate text		Passed		Figures require alternate text



		Nested alternate text		Passed		Alternate text that will never be read



		Associated with content		Passed		Alternate text must be associated with some content



		Hides annotation		Passed		Alternate text should not hide annotation



		Other elements alternate text		Passed		Other elements that require alternate text



		Tables





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Rows		Passed		TR must be a child of Table, THead, TBody, or TFoot



		TH and TD		Passed		TH and TD must be children of TR



		Headers		Passed		Tables should have headers



		Regularity		Passed		Tables must contain the same number of columns in each row and rows in each column



		Summary		Passed		Tables must have a summary



		Lists





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		List items		Passed		LI must be a child of L



		Lbl and LBody		Passed		Lbl and LBody must be children of LI



		Headings





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Appropriate nesting		Passed		Appropriate nesting










Back to Top



