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MEMORANDUM
DATE April 25, 2018
TO Board of Psychology

Cherise Burns
Central Services Manager

SUBJECT Ageqda Itfem #21(b)(2)(B) — AB 1659 (Low) Healing Arts Boards:
Inactive Licenses

Background:

AB 1659 (Low) would include language prohibiting a holder of an inactive license or
certificate to represent that he or she has an active license. Current language states
that the holder of an inactive license or certificate shall not engage in any activity for
which an active license or certificate is required, these amendments would include the
holder not being allowed to represent themselves as an active licensee.

This bill would also require each issuing board to charge an inactive renewal fee that is
equal to or lower than the renewal fee for an active license or certificate.

Currently, the Board of Psychology (Board) has language that speaks to both
provisions, and has no concerns with the bill's current provisions.

Location: 4/19/2018 — Senate Committee on Business, Professions and Economic
Development

Status: 4/19/18 — Referred to Senate Committee on Business, Professions and
Economic Development

Action Requested:

No action is required at this time. Staff will continue to watch AB 1659 (Low) for any
future amendments that may affect the Board’s inactive license status or related
processes.

Attachment: AB 1659 (Low) text
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AMENDED IN ASSEMBLY APRIL 04, 2017

CALIFORNIA LEGISLATURE— 2017-2018 REGULAR SESSION

ASSEMBLY BILL No. 1659

Introduced by Assembly Member Low

February 17, 2017

to-Part-3-of Division-30-of—the Public Reseurces-Coede;—relatingtoreeyeling—An act to amend Sections
701, 702, and 703 of the Business and Professions Code, relating to healing arts.

LEGISLATIVE COUNSEL'S DIGEST

AB 1659, as amended, Low.
boards: inactive licenses.

—Healing arts

Existing law establishes healing arts boards in the Department of Consumer Affairs to ensure private businesses
and professions deemed to engage in activities which have potential impact upon the public health, safety, and
welfare are adequately regulated in order to protect the people of California. Existing law requires each healing
arts board to issue inactive licenses to holders of active licenses whose license is not punitively restricted by that
board. Existing law prohibits the holder of an inactive license from engaging in any activity for which an active
license is required. Existing law requires the renewal fee for an active license to apply to an inactive license.

This bill would prohibit the holder of an inactive license from representing that he or she has an active license.
The bill would also authorize a healing arts board to establish a lower inactive license renewal fee.
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Vote: majority Appropriation: no Fiscal Committee: yes Local Program: no

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA DO ENACT AS FOLLOWS:

SECTION 1. Section 701 of the Business and Professions Code is amended to read:

701. (a) As used in this article, “board” refers to any healing arts board, division, or examining committee which
licenses or certifies health professionals.
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(b) Each healing arts board referred to in this division shall issue, upon application and payment of the normal
renewal fee, an inactive license or certificate to a current holder of an active license or certificate whose license or
certificate is not suspended, revoked, or otherwise punitively restricted by that board.

SEC. 2. Section 702 of the Business and Professions Code is amended to read:

702. The holder of an inactive healing arts license or certificate issued pursuant to this article shall not-enrgage do
any of the following:

(a) Engage in any activity for which an active license or certificate is required.

(b) Represent that he or she has an active license.
SEC. 3. Section 703 of the Business and Professions Code is amended to read:

703. (a) An inactive healing arts license or certificate issued pursuant to this article shall be renewed during the
same time period at which an active license or certificate is renewed. In order to renew a license or certificate
issued pursuant to this article, the holder thereof need not comply with any continuing education requirement for
renewal of an active license or certificate.

Fhe

(b) The renewal fee for a license or certificate in an active status shall apply also for renewal of a license or
certificate in an inactive-status- status, unless a lower fee has been established by the issuing board.
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