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Background: 

This bill would, among other things, broaden the circumstances under which psychiatric, 
psychological, and mental health counseling may be reimbursed, its application to 
derivative victims, and expand the timeframe for applying for compensation for specified 
sex offenses. This bill would also make additional compensation and reimbursement 
available to victims and derivative victims when those losses/costs (e.g. child care or 
transportation) were incurred in order to obtain medical or mental health treatment. 

Location: Assembly Committee on Appropriations 

Status: 03/29/2017 Re-referred to Assembly Committee on Appropriations 

Votes: Assembly Committee on Public Safety (7-0-0) 

Action Requested: 
No action is required at this time. Staff will continue to watch AB 1061 (Gloria) due to its 
potential impact on access to mental health services. 
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AB-1061 Victim 's re stitution. (20 11-2018) 

SECTION 1. Section 13952 of the Government Code is amended to read: 

13952. (a) An appl ication for compensation shall be fi led with the board in the manner determined by the board. 

(b) (1) The application for compensation shal l be verified under penalty of perjury by the individual who is 

seeking compensation, who may be the victim or derivative victim, or an individual seeking reimbursement for 

burial, funeral , or crime scene cleanup expenses pursuant to subdivision (a) of Section 13957. If the individual 

seeking compensation is a minor or is incompetent, the application shall be verified under penalty of perjury or on 

information and bel ief by the parent with legal custody, guardian, conservator, or relative caregiver of the victim 

or derivative victim for whom the application is made. However, if a minor seeks compensation only for expenses 

for medical, medical-related, psychiatric, psychological, or other mental health counseling-related services and 

the minor is author ized by statute to consent to those services, the minor may verify the application for 

compensation under penalty of perjury. 

(2) For purposes of this subdivision, "relative caregiver" means a relative as defined in paragraph (2) of 

subdivision (h) of Section 6550 of the Family Code, who assumed pr imary responsibil ity fo r the child while the 

child was in the relative's care and control, and who is not a biological or adoptive parent. 

(c) (1) The board may require submission of additional information supporting the application that is reasonably 
necessary to verify the application and determine eligibil ity for compensation. 

(2) The staff of the board shall determine whether an appl ication for compensation contains all of the information 

requi red by the board . If the staff determines that an application does not contain all of the required information, 
the staff shall communicate that determination to the applicant with a brief statement of the additional 

information required. The applicant, within 30 calendar days of being notified that the application is incomplete, 
may either supply the additional information or appeal the staff's determination to the board, which shall review 

the application to determine whether it is complete. 

(3) The board shall not require an appl icant to submit documentation from the Internal Revenue Service, the 
Franchise Tax Board, the State Board of Equalization, the Social Security Administration, or the Employment 

Development Department to determine eligibility for compensation. The board may requ ire and use 
documentation from these entities to verify the amount of compensation for income or support loss. 

(d) (1) The board may recognize an authorized representative of the victim or derivative victim, who shall 

represent the victim or derivative victim pursuant to ru les adopted by the board. A suspected perpetrator of the 
crime for which compensation is sought shall not be an authorized representative. 

(2) For purposes of this subdivision, "authorized representative" means any of the following: 

(A) Any person who has written authorization by the victim or derivative victim. However, a medical or mental 

health provider, or agent of the medical or mental health provider, who has provided services to the victim or 
derivative victim shall not be allowed to be an authorized representative. 

(B) Any person designated by law including, but not limited to, a legal guardian, conservator, or social worker. 

(3) Except for attorney's fees awarded under this chapter , no authorized representative described in paragraph 

{2) shall charge, demand, receive, or collect any amount for services rendered under this subdivision. 

(4) The initial application materials sent by the board to an applicant shall be written in English, Spanish, Chinese, 

Vietnamese, Korean, East Armenian, Tagalog, Russian, Arabic, Farsi, Hmong, Khmer, Punjabi, and Lao. If the 

applicant selects one of the languages listed in this subdivision, the board shall send all subsequent 
communications in that language. 

SEC. 2. Section 13953 of the Government Code is amended to read: 
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13953. (a) An application for compensation shal l be filed within three years of the date of the crime, three years 
after the victim attains 18 years of age, or three years of the time the victim or derivative victim knew or in the 

exercise of ordinary diligence could have discovered that an injury or death had been sustained as a direct resu lt 
of crime, whichever is later. An application based on any crime eli§ ible for prosecutioA uAder specified in 

paragraph (1) of subdivision (a) of Section 801.1 of the Penal Code may be filed any time prior to the victim's 

28th birthday. 40th birthday. An application based on any crime named in paragraph (1) of subdivision (b) of 

Section 799 of the Penal Code may be filed at any time. 

(b) The board may for good cause grant an extension of the time period in subdivision (a). In making this 

determination, the board shall consider all of the following : 

( 1) Whether the victim or derivative victim incurs emotional harm or a pecuniary loss while testlfyiA§ testifying, 

or preparing to testify, during the prosecution or in the punishment of the person accused or convicted of the 

crime. 

(2) Whether the victim or derivative victim incurs emot ional harm or a pecuniary loss when the person conv icted 

of the crime is scheduled for a parole hearing or released from incarceration. 

(c) The period prescrib·ed in this section for filing an application by or on behalf of a derivative victim shall be 

tolled when the board accepts the application filed by a victim of the same qualifying crime. 

SEC. 3. Section 13955 of the Government Code is amended to read: 

13955. Except as provided in Section 13956, a person shall be eligible for compensation when all of the follow ing 

requirements are met: 

(a) The person for whom compensation is being sought is any of the following: 

( 1) A victim . 

(2) A derivative victim. 

(3) (A) A person who is entitled to reimbursement for funeral, burial, or crime scene cleanup expenses pursuant 

to paragraph f9t (8) or f-1Gt (9) of subdivision (a) of Section 13957. 

(B) This paragraph applies without respect to any felon status of the victim. 

(b) Either of the following cond itions is met : 

( 1) The crime occurred in California. This parag raph shall apply only during those time periods during which the 

board determines that federal funds are available to the state for the compensation of victims of crime. 

(2) Whether or not the crime occurred in California, the victim was any of the following: 

(A) A resident of California. 

(B) A member of the military stationed in California. 

(C) A family member living with a member of the militar y stationed in California. 

(c) If compensation is being sought for a derivative victim, the derivative victim is a res ident of Cal ifornia, or any 

other state, who is any of the following: 

( 1) At the time of the crime was the parent, grandparent, sibling, spouse, chi ld, or grandchild of the victim. 

(2) At the time of the crime was living in the household of the victim. 

(3) At the time of the crime was a person who had previously lived in the household of the victim for a period of 

not less than two years in a relationship substant ia lly similar to a relationship listed in paragraph (1). 

(4) Is another family member of the victim, including, but not limited to, the victim's fiance or fiancee, and who 

witnessed the crime. 

(5) Is Efle a primary caretaker of a minor victim, but was not the primary caretaker at the time of the crime. 

(d) The application is timely pursuant to Section 13953. 

(e) ( 1) Except as provided in paragraph (2), the injury or death was a direct result of a crime. 
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(2) Notwithstanding paragraph (1), no act involving the operation of a motor vehicle, aircraft, or water vehicle 

that results in injury or death constitutes a crime for the purposes of th is chapter, except when the injury or 
death from such an act was any of the following: 

(A) I ntentionally inflicted through the use of a motor veh icle, aircraft, or water vehic le. 

(B) Caused by a driver who fai ls to stop at the scene of an accident in violation of Sect ion 20001 of the Vehicle 
Code. 

(C) Caused by a person who is under the influence of any alcoholic beverage or drug . 

(D) Caused by a driver of a motor vehicle in the immediate act of f leeing the scene of a crime in which he or she 
knowing ly and wi llingly participated. 

(E) Caused by a person who commits vehicular manslaughter in violation of subdivision (b) of Section 191.5, 
subdivision (c) of Section 192, or Section 192.5 of the Penal Code. 

(F) Caused by any party where a peace officer is operating a motor vehicle in an effort to apprehend a suspect, 

and the suspect is evading, f leeing, or otherwise attempting to elude the peace officer. 

(f) As a direct resu lt of the crime, the victim or derivative victim sustained one or more of the following: 

(1) Physical injury. The board may presume a child who has been the witness of a crime of domestic violence has 

sustained physical injury. A child who resides in a home where a crime or crimes of domestic violence have 

occurred may be presumed by t he board to have sustained physical injury, regardless of whether the child has 
witnessed the crime. 

(2) Emotional injury and a threat of physica l injury. 

(3) Emotional injury, where the crime was a violation of any of the following provisions: 

(A) Section 236. 1, 261, 262, 271, 273a, 273d, 285, 286, 288, 288a, 288.5, 289, er 653.2, er st:Jl3r:1ivisien (l3) er 
(c) efSection 311 .4, ef 311.1, 311.2, 311 .3, 311.4, or653.2 of the Penal Code. 

(B) Sect ion 270 of the Penal Code, where the emotional injury was a result of conduct other than a fai lure to pay 
child support, and criminal charges were filed . 

(C) Section 261.5 of the Penal Code, and criminal charges were filed. 

(D) Section 278 or 278.5 of the Penal Code, and criminal charges were filed. For purposes of this paragraph, the 
ch ild, and not the nonoffending parent or other caretaker, shall be deemed the victim. 

(4) Injury to, or the death of, a guide, signal, or service dog, as defined in Section 54. 1 of the Civil Code, as a 
result of a violation of Section 600.2 or 600.5 of the Penal Code. 

(5) Emotional injury to a victim who is a minor incurred as a direct result of the nonconsensual distribution of 
pictures or video of sexual conduct in which the minor appears. 

(g) The injury or death has resulted or may result in pecuniary loss within the scope of compensation pursuant to 
Sections 13957 to 13957.7, inclusive. 

SEC. 4. Section 13957 of the Government Code is amended to read: 

13957. (a) The board may grant for pecuniary loss, when the board determines it wi ll best aid the person seeking 
compensation, as follows: 

( 1) Subject to the limitations set forth in Section 13957.2, reim burse the amount of medica l or medical -related 

expenses incurred by the victim for services that were provided by a licensed medica l provider, including, but not 

limited to, eyeglasses, hearing aids, dentures, or any prosthetic device taken, lost, or destroyed during the 

commission of the crime, or the use of which became necessary as a direct result of the crime. 

(2) Subject to the limitations set forth in Section 13957.2, reimburse the amount of outpatient psychiatric, 
psychologica l, or other mental health counseling-related expenses incurred by the victim or der ivative victim, 

including peer counseling services provided by a rape cr isis center as defined by Section 13837 of the Penal Code, 
and including fami ly psychiatric, psychological, or mental health cet:Jnseling for the st:Jccessft:JI t reatment ef the 

·,ictim previded to family meml3ers ef the vict im in the presence ef the ~·ictim, whether er net the family meml3er 

relatienship e>listed at the time ef the crime, counseling, that became necessary as a direct result of the crime, 
subject to the followi ng conditions: 
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(A) The following persons may be reimbursed for the expense of their outpatient mental health counseling in an 

amount not to exceed ten thousand dollars ($10,000): 

(i) A victim. 

(ii) A derivative victim who is the surviving parent, grandparent, sibling, child , grandchild, spouse, fiance, or 

fiancee of a victim of a crime that directly resulted in the death of the victim. 

( iii) /\ derivati'.1e victim, as described iA paragraphs (1 ) to (4 ), iAclusive, of subdivisioA (c) of SectioA 13955, who 

is the primary caretal<er of a m inor victim whose claim is not deAied or reduced pursuaAt to SectioA 13956 iA a 
t ota l amouAt Aot to eJ(ceed teA thousaAd dollars ($10,000) for Aot more thaA t'1,10 derivat ive ·,ictims . 

(B) The following persons may be reimbursed for the expense of their outpatient mental health counseling in an 

amount not to exceed five thousand dollars ($5,000): 

(i) A derivative victim not eligible for reimbursement pursuant to subparagraph (A) . 

f+t (ii) A derivative victim Aot eligible for reimbursemeAt pursuaAt to subparagraph (A), provided that meAtal 

health couAseliAg of a derivative •,·ictim described in paragraph (5) of subdivision (c) of Section ~ 13955 

shall be reimbursed only if that counseling is necessary for the treatment of the victim. 

W (iii) A minor who suffers emotional injury as a direct result of witnessing a violent crime and who is not 

eligible for reimbursement of the costs of outpatient mental health counseling under any other provision of this 

chapter. To be eligible for reimbursement under this clause, the minor must have been in close proximity to the 

victim when he or she witnessed the crime. 

(iv) A derivative victim, as described in paragraphs (1) to (4), inclusive, of subdivision (c) of Section 13955, who 

is a primary caretaker of a minor victim. 

(C) The board may reimburse a victim or derivative victim for outpatient mental health counseling in excess of 

that authorized by subparagraph (A) or (B) or for inpatient psychiatric, psychological, or other mental health 

counseling if the c laim is based on dire or exceptional circumstances that require more extensive treatment, as 

approved by the board. 

(D) E'i<peAses for psychiat ric, ps·tchologica l, or other meAtal hea lth couAseliAg related services FF1ay be 

reimbursed on ly if the services were pro·~ided by either of the followiAg 1Adi·,·iduals: 

( i) A 13ersoA who wou ld ha¼1e beeA authori2ed to pro~·ide those seA1ices pursuaAt to former Article 1 ( commeACiAg 

with SectioA 13959) as it read oA JaAuary 1, 2002. 

W (D) A- Expenses for psychiatric, psychological, or other mental health counseling-related services may be 

reimbursed only if the services were provided by a person who is licensed in California by the state to provide 
those services, or who is properly supervised by a person who is licensed iA California to 13rovide those services, 

so licensed, subject to the board's approval and subject to the limitations and restrictions the board may 

impose. imposed by the board. 

(3) Subject to the limitations set forth in Section 13957.5, authorize compensation equal to the loss of income or 

loss of support, or both, that a victim or derivative victim incurs as a direct result of the victim's or derivative 

victim's injury or the victim's death. If the victim or derivative victim requests that the board give priority to 

reimbursement of loss of income or support, the board may not pay medical expenses, or mental health 

counseling expenses, except upon the request of the victim or der ivative victim or after determining that payment 

of these expenses will not decrease the funds available for payment of loss of income or support. 

(4) Authorize a cash payment to or on behalf of the victim for job retraining or similar employment-oriented 

services. 

(SJ Reimburse the expense of install ing or increasing residential security, not to exceed eAe two thousand dollars 

($ 1,000) . ($2,000). Installing or increasing residential security may include, but need not be limited to, both of 

the following: 

(A) Home security device or system. 

(B) Replacing or increasing the number of locks. 

(6) Reimburse the expense of renovating or retrofitting a victim's residence, or the expense of modifying or 

purchasing a vehicle, to make the residence or the vehicle accessible or operational by a victim upon verification 
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that the expense is medically necessary for a victim who is permanently disabled as a direct result of the crime, 
whether the disability is partial or total. 

(7) (A) Authorize a cash payment or reimbursement not to exceed twe four thousand five hundred dollars 

($2,000) ($4, 500J to a victim for expenses incurred in re locating, if the expenses are determined by law 
enforcement to be necessary for the personal safety of the v ictim or victim, by a mental health treatment 

provider to be necessary for the emotional wel l-being of the victim, or by a doctor of medicine or doctor of 
osteopathic medicine to be a medical necessity for the victim. 

(B) The cash payment or reimbursement made under this paragraph shall only be awarded to one claimant per 

crime giving rise to the relocation. The board may authorize more than one relocation per crime if necessary for 

the personal safety or emotional well-being of the claimant. However, the total cash payment or reimbursement 

for al l relocations due to the same crime shall not exceed twe four thousand five hundred dollars 

($2, 000). ($4, 500J. For purposes of this paragraph paragraph, a claimant is the crime victim, or, if the victim is 
deceased, a person who resided with the deceased at the time of the crime. 

(C) The board ffia'f, under coA1pelling circuffistances, award a second cash pa·tffient or reiA1burseA'lent to a victiA'l 
for another criffie if both of the following condit ions are A'let : 

(i) The criffie occurs A'lore than th ree years froA'l the date of the criA'le giving rise to the init ial relocation cash 
13ayA'lent or reiA1burseA'l ent . 

( ii) The criA'le does not involve the saA'le offender. 

f&t (CJ When a relocation payment or reimbursement is provided to a victim of sexual assault or domestic 

violence and the identity of the offender is known to the victim, the victim shall agree not to inform the offender 

of the locat ion of the victim's new residence and not to allow the offender on the premises at any time, or shall 

agree to seek a restra ining order against the offender. A victim may be required to repay the relocation payment 
or reimbursement to the board if he or she violates the terms set forth in this paragraph. 

fEt (DJ Notwithstanding subparagraphs (A) and (B), the board may increase the cash payment or reimbursement 
for expenses incurred in relocating to an amount greater than twe four thousand five hundred dollars 

($2,000), ($4,500J, if the board finds th is amount is appropriate due to the unusual, dire, or exceptional 
circumstances of a particular claim. The total amount of a relocation payment under this subparagraph shall not 
exceed ten thousand dollars ($10,000J regardless of circumstances. 

fF) (EJ If a security deposit is required for relocation, the board shall be named as the recipient and receive the 
funds upon expiration of the victim's rental agreement. 

(8) When a victim dies as a resu lt of a crime, the board may reimburse any individual who voluntarily, and 

without anticipation of personal gain, pays or assumes the obligation to pay any of the following expenses: 

(A) The medical expenses incurred as a direct result of the crime in an amount not to exceed the rates or 
limitations established by the board. 

(B) The funeral and burial expenses incurred as a direct result of the crime, not to exceed seven thousand five 

hundred dollars ($7,500). The board shall not create or comply with a regulation or policy that mandates a lower 

maximum potential amount of an award pursuant to this subparagraph for less than seven thousand five hundred 
dollars ($7,500). 

(9) When the crime occurs in a residence or inside a vehicle, the board may reimburse any individual who 

voluntari ly, and without anticipation of personal gain, pays or assumes the obligation to pay the reasonable costs 

to clean the scene of the crime in an amount not to exceed 8fle two thousand dollars ($1,000) . ($2,000J . 
Services reimbursed pursuant to this subdivision shall be performed by persons registered with the State 

Department of Public Health as trauma scene waste practitioners in accordance with Chapter 9.5 (commencing 
with Section 118321) of Part 14 of Divis ion 104 of the Health and Safety Code. 

( 10) When the crime is a violation of Section 600.2 or 600.5 of the Penal Code, the board may reimburse the 

expense of veterinary services, replacement costs, or other reasonable expenses, as ordered by the court 
pursuant to Section 600.2 or 600.5 of the Penal Code, in an amount not to exceed ten thousand dollars 
($10,000). 

{l lJ Child care costs for adult victims or adult derivative victims when they are necessary due to appointments 
described by subparagraph (A), (B), or (CJ ofparagraph (5) ofsubdivision (a) of Sect ion 13957.5. 
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(12) Transportation costs for adult victims or adult derivative victims associated with appointments described by 

subparagraph (A), (B), or (C) of paragraph (5) of subdivision (a) ofSection 13957.5. Mileage reimbursement will 

be paid at the rate set forth for state employees by the Department of Human Resources. 

fH1 (13) An award of compensation pursuant to paragraph (5) of subdivision (f) of Section 13955 sha ll be 
limited to compensation to provide mental health counseling and shall not limit the eligibility of a victim for an 

award that he or she may be otherwise entitled to receive under this part. A derivative victim shall not be eligible 

for compensation under th is provision. 

(b) The total award to or on behalf of each victim or derivative victim may not exceed th irty-five thousand dollars 

($35,000), except that th is award may be increased to an amount not exceeding seventy thousand dollars 

($70,000) if federal funds for that increase are available. 

SEC. 5. Section 13957.2 of the Government Code is amended to read: 

13957.2. (a) The board may establish maximum rates and service limitations for reimbursement of medical and 

medical-related services and for mental health and counseling services. The adoption, amendment , and repeal of 

these service limitations and maximum rates shall not be subject to the rulemaking provision of the 

Administrative Procedure Act (Chapter 3.5 (commencing with Section 11340) of Part 1). An informational copy of 

the service limitations and maximum rates shall be filed with the Secretary of State upon adoption by the board . 

Any reduction in the maxim um rates or service limitations shall not affect payment or reimbursement of losses 

incurred prior to three months after the adoption of the reduction. A provider who accepts payment from the 

program for a service shall accept the program's rates as payment in full and shall not accept any payment on 

account of the service from any other source if the total of payments accepted wou ld exceed the maximum rate 

set by the board for that service. A prov ider shall not charge a victim or derivative victim for any difference 

between the cost of a service provided to a victim or derivative victim and the program's payment for that 

service. To ensure service limitations that are uniform and appropriate to the levels of treatment requ ired by .the 

victim or derivative victim, the board may review all claims for these services as necessary to ensure thei r 

medica l Aecessity. necessity or their relation to crime. 

(b) The board may request an independent examination and report from any provider of medical or medical

related services or psychological or psychiatric t reatment or mental health counseling services, if it believes there 

is a reasonable basis for requesting an additional evaluation. The victim or derivative victim shall be not ified of 

the name of the provider who is to perform the evaluation within 30 ca lendar days of that determination. I n cases 

where the crime involves sexual assault, the provider shall have expert ise in the needs of sexual assault victims. 

In cases where the crime involves ch ild abuse or molestation, the provider shall have expertise in the needs of 

victims of ch ild abuse or molestation, as appropriate. 'NReA a reevaluatioA is req1:1esteEI, 13ayffieAts sl9all Aot be 

EliscoAtiA1:1eEI 13r ior to coffi13letieA ef tt:ie reevaluatieA . 

(c) Reimbursement for any medical, medical-re lated, or mental health services shal l, if the application has been 

approved, be paid by the board within an average of 90 days from receipt of the claim for payment. PayffieAts te 

a ITTeElical er ffieAtal t:iea ltt:i woviEler ffiay Aot be EliscoAt iA1:1eEI 13Fior to ceR113letioA of aAy reeval1:1atioA. Wt:iether or 

Aot a reevaluatioA is obta iAeEI , if If the board determines t hat payments to a prov ider will be discont inued, the 

board shall notify the provider of thei r discontinuance within 30 calendar days of its determination. 

SEC. 6. Section 13957.5 of the Government Code is amended to read: 

13957.5. (a) I n authorizing compensat ion for loss of income and support pursua nt to paragraph (3) of subdivision 

(a) of Section 13957, the board may take any of the following actions: 

( 1) Compensate the vict im for loss of income directly result ing from the injury, except that loss of income may 

not be paid by the board for more than five years following the crime, unless the victim is disabled as defined in 

Section 416(i) of Tit le 42 of the United States Code, as a direct resu lt of the injury. 

(2) Compensate an adult derivative victim for loss of income, subject to all of the following: 

(A) The derivative victim is the parent or legal guardian of a victim, who at the time of the crime was under the 

age of 18 years and is hospitalized as a direct result of the crime. 

(B) The minor victim's treat ing physician certifies iA writiAg verifies that the presence of the victim's parent or 

legal guardian at the hospital is necessary for the treatment of the victim. 

(C) Reimbursement for loss of income under this paragraph may not exceed the total value of the income that 

would have been earned by the adult derivative victim during a 30-day per iod. 
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(3) Compensate an adult derivative victim for loss of income, subject to all of the following: 

(A) The derivative victim is the parent or legal guard ian of a vict im who at the time of the crime was under the 
age of 18 years. 

(B) The victim died as a direct result of the crime. 

(C) The board shall pay for loss of income under this paragraph for not more than 30 calendar days from the date 
of the victim 's death. 

(4) Compensate a derivative victim who was legally dependent on the vict im at the time of the crime for the loss 

of support incur red by that person as a direct result of the crime, subject to both of the following: 

(A) Loss of support shall be paid by the board for income lost by an adult for a period up to, but not more than, 
five years following the date of the crime. 

(B) Loss of support shall not be paid by the board on behalf of a minor for a period beyond the chi ld's attaining 
the age of 18 years. 

(5) Compensate adult victims for income loss if it is necessary for them to miss work due to: 

(A) Verified medical or mental health appointments for injuries directly related to the qualifying crime. 

(8) Attending necessary meetings with a district attorney's office or other prosecutorial agency, or attending 
required criminal court proceedings, that are directly related to the qualifying crime. The claimant's attendance 
shall be required and verified by a court employee or an employee at the prosecutorial office. 

(C) Verified incidental appointments directly related to the qualifying crime. Income loss for incidental crime 
related appointments shall not exceed five hundred dollars ($500). 

(6) Compensate adult derivative victims for income loss when it is necessary for them to miss work due to taking 
a minor victim to an appointment described by subparagraph (A), (8), or (C) ofparagraph (5) . 

(7) Notwithstanding the limitat ions set forth by paragraph (1), income Joss resulting from appointments described 
by subparagraph (A}, (8), or (C) ofparagraph (5) may be paid for any date following the qualifying crime. 

(b) The total amount payable to all derivative vict ims pursuant to th is section as the result of one crime may not 
exceed seventy thousand dollars ($70,000) . 

SEC. 7. Section 13957.9 of the Government Code is amended to read: 

13957.9. (a) In addition to the author ization prov ided in Section 13957 and subject to the limitations set forth in 

Section 13957. 2, the boa rd may gra nt for pecunia ry loss, when the board determines it will best aid the person 

seeking compensation, reimbursement of the amount of outpatient psychiatric, psychological, or other mental 

health counseling-related expenses incurred by the v ictim or derivative victim, including peer counsel ing services 

provided by violence peer counseling services provided by a service organ ization for victims of violent crime, and 

including family psychiatric, psychological, or mental health cou nsel ing for the successfu l t reatment of the vict im 

provided to family members of the victim in the presence of the victim, whether or not the family member 

relationship existed at the time of the crime, that became necessary as a direct result of the crime, subj ect to the 
following conditions: 

( 1) Tl=le following persons A person eligible under subparagraph (A) ofparagraph (2) of subdivision (a) ofSection 
13957 may be reim bursed for the expense of their outpatient mental health counseling in an amount not to 
exceed ten thousand dollars ($10,000) : ($10,000). 

(A) A victirn . 

(B) A aeri¥ati>re ','ictirn wl=lo is tl=le sur~·iving parent, sll31ing, cl=lila, spouse, fiance, or fiancee of a \'ictirn of a crirne 
that directly resultea in tl=le aeatl=l of the ·,ictim. 

(C) A aerivative victim, as elescril3ed in paragrapl=ls (1) to (4), inclusi·te, of subdivision (c) of Section 13955, wl=lo 

is tl=le primary caretalEer of a minor victirn wl=lose cla im is not aeniea or reaucea pursuant to Section 13956 in a 
total arnount not to eicceea ten tl=lousana aollars ($10,000) for not rnore than t·No aerivative victims . 

(2) The following persons A person eligible under subparagraph (8) of paragraph (2) of subdivision (a) of Sect ion 

13957 may be reimbursed for the expense of their outpatient mental health counseling in an amount not to 
exceed five thousa nd dollars ($5,000): ($5,000). 
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(A) A derivative ·.-ictiffi Rot eligible for reiffiburseffieRt j;rnrsuaRt to paragraph (1), pro·.-ideel tflat ffief!ta l health 

couRseliRg of a eleri\·ati•.-e ·.-ictiffi descrieeel iR paragraph (5) of subdiv isieR (c) of SectioR 13955, shall be 
reiffibursed ORiy if that ceuRseliRg is Recessary for the treatffieRt of the victiffi . 

(B) A victim of a crime of uR!awful sei<Ual iRterceurse with a FAiRor ceffiffiitteel iR violatioR of subelivisien (el) of 

SectieR 261.5 of the PeRal Ceele. A el erivative \' ictiffi of a criffie EOffiffi itteel iR violatioR of subelivisioR (el) of SectioR 

261.5 of the PeRal Coele shall Rot be eligible for reiffibursemeRt of meRtal health ceuRseliRg eicpeAses . 

(C) A ffiiRor who suffers effietienal iAjury as a eli rect resu lt of witRessiRg a violeRt criffie aAel who is Rot eligible for 

reiFAburseFAeRt of the costs of outpatieRt meRtal health ceuAseling UReler aR'f other provisioR of th is chapter. To 

be el igible for reiffiburseffieAt uAeler tl<lis clause, the miRor ffiust have beeR iR close preiciffiity to the \'ictiffi wheR 

he er she witResseel the crime. 

(3) The board may reimburse a victim or derivative victim for outpatient mental health counse ling in excess of 

that authorized by paragraph ( 1) or (2) or for inpatient psychiatric, psychologica l, or other mental health 

counseling if the claim is based on dire or exceptional circumstances that require more extensive treatment, as 

approved by the board. 

(4) Expenses for psychiatric, psychological, or other mental health counsel ing-related services may be reimbursed 

only if the services were provided by either of the fo llowing individuals: 

(A) A person who weu lel have beeR authoriced to previele those services pursuaRt to forffieF Article 1 

(COFAffieRCiRg with SectioR 13959) as it reael OR JaRuary 1, 2002 . is an authorized mental health provider as 

determined by the board. 

(B) A person who is licensed by the state to provide those services, or who is properly supervised by a person 

who is so licensed, subject to the board's approval and subject to the limitations and restrictions the board may 

impose. 

(b) The total award to or on behalf of each victim or derivative victim may not exceed th irty-five thousand dol lars 

($35,000), except that this amou nt may be increased to seventy thousand dollars ($70,000) if federal funds for 

that increase are available. 

(c) For the purposes of th is section, the following definitions shall apply: 

( 1) "Service organ ization for victims of violent cr ime" means a nonprofi t and charitable organization that meets 

both of the following criteria : 

(A) Its primary mission is to provide services to victims of violent crime. 

(B) It provides programs or services to victims of violent crime and their famil ies, and other programs, whether 

or not a similar program exists in an agency that provides additional serv ices. 

(2) "Violence peer counseling services" means counsel ing by a violence peer counselor for the purpose of 

rendering advice or assistance for victims of violent crime and their families. Any violence peer counseling 

services that fall under the scope of practice of the Licensed Marriage and Family Therapist Act (Chapter 13 
(commencing with Section 4980) of Division 2 of the Business and Professions Code), the Educational 

Psychologist Practice Act (Chapter 13.5 (commencing with Section 4989.10) of Div ision 2 of the Business and 

Professions Code), the Clinical Social Worker Practice Act (Chapter 14 (commencing with Section 4991) of 

Division 2 of the Business and Professions Code), and the Licensed Professional Cl inica l Counselor Act (Chapter 16 

(commenci ng with Section 4999.10) of Division 2 of the Business and Professions Code), wh ich are not performed 

in an exempt setting as defined in Sections 4980.01, 4996. 14, and 4999.22 of the Business and Professions 

Code, shall on ly be performed by a licensee or a registrant of the Board of Behavioral Sciences or other 

appropriately licensed professional, such as a licensed psychologist or board certified psychiatrist. 

(3) "Violence peer counselor" means a provider of supportive and nonpsychotherapeutic peer counseling services 
who is employed by a service organization for victims of violent crime, whether financially compensated or not , 

and who meets all of the fol lowing requirements: 

(A) Possesses at least six months of fu ll-time equivalent experience in provid ing peer support services acqui red 

through employment, volunteer work, or as part of an internship experience. 

(B) Completed a training program aimed at preparing an individual who was once a mental health services 
consumer to use his or her life experience with mental health treatment, combined with other strengths and 

ski lls, to promote the mental health recovery of other mental health services consumers who are in need of peer 

based services relating to recovery as a victim of a violent crime. 
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(C) Possesses 40 hours of tra ining on all of the following: 

(i) The profound neurologica l, bio logical, psychologica l, and social effects of trauma and violence. 

(i i) Peace-building and violence prevention strategies, including, but not limited to, confl ict mediation and 
retaliation prevention related to gangs and gang-related violence. 

(iii) Post-traumatic stress disorder and vicarious trauma, especially as related to gangs and gang-related violence. 

(iv) Case management practices, including, but not limited to, ethics and victim compensation advocacy. 

(D) When providing violence peer counseling services, is supervised by a marriage and fam ily therapist licensed 

pursuant to Chapter 13 (commencing with Section 4980) of Div ision 2 of the Business and Professions Code, a 
licensed educational psychologist licensed pursuant to Chapter 13.5 (commencing with Section 4989.10) of 

Division 2 of the Business and Professions Code, a clinica l social worker licensed pursuant to Chapter 14 

(commencing with Section 4991) of Division 2 of the Business and Professions Code, or a licensed professional 

clinical counselor licensed pursuant to Chapter 16 (commencing with Section 4999.10) of Division 2 of the 

Business and Professions Code. For the purposes of this subparagraph, a licensed marriage and family therapist, 

licensed educational psychologist, licensed clin ical social worker, or licensed professional cl inica l counselor sha ll 

be employed by the same service organization as the v iolence peer counselor. 

(d) This section shall remain in effect on ly until January 1, 2019, and as of that date is repealed, unless a later 
enacted statute, that is enacted before January 1, 2019, deletes or extends that date. 
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