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MEMORANDUM 


DATE April 9, 2017 
·· ··-· -· - - -~ •• • ·-· • -· 1 ---· - - - -- - - ···-·· ---·-·---·-·-

TO Board of Psychology 

FROM 

Cherise Burns 

_Central Services Mana_g~r ---------·-·--·----·· ___ ·--·-···········-·--- ·-·-··-·-·-·········· ·-
Agenda Item #4(b)(1 )(B)(3)-AB 93 (Medina) Marriage and Family 

SUBJECT ' Therapists: Clinical Social Workers : Professional Clinical"Counselors: 

1 Required ExJ?~Tience and Supervision. __ -· . ---·--- _ .. __ 

Background: 

This bill would revise and recast the supervised experience requirements for marriage 
and family therapists, clin ical social workers, and professional clinical counselors 
licensed by the Board of Behavioral Sciences. The bill would make clarifying changes to 
the existing requirements for a supervisor of trainees, associates, and applicants for 
licensure and place new requirements on trainees, associates, and applicants for 
licensure who are under supervision. 

This bill would require a supervisor of marriage and family therapist trainees, associate 
marriage and family therapists, associate professional clinical counselors, or associate 
clinical social workers, who perform psychotherapy to meet the requirement of 
practicing for at least two years within the five-year period immediately preceding any 
supervision, along with receiving professional training in supervision as specified in this 
chapter and by regulation. 

Location: Assembly Committee on Appropriations 

Status: 03/28/2017 Passed Assembly Committee on Business and Professions 

Votes: ·Assembly Committee on Business and Professions (16-0-0) 

Action Requested: 
No action is required at this time. Staff will continue to watch AB 93 (Medina) for 
potential impacts on psychologists who supervise the specified trainees. 
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AB-93 Healing arts: marriage and family therapists: clinical social workers: profession al clinical counselors: required 
experie nce and supervision. ( 20 11-2018) 

SECTION 1. Section 728 of the Business and Professions Code is amended to read: 

728. (a) Any psycl1otherapist or employer of a psychotherapist who becomes aware through a pat ient that the 

patient had alleged sexual intercourse or alleged sexual contact with a previous psychotherapist during the course 

of a prior treatment shall provide to the patient a brochu re promulgated by t he department that delineates the 

rights of, and remedies for, patients who have been involved sexually with their psychotherapists. Further, the 
psychotherapist or employer shall discuss with the patient the brochure prepared by the department. 

(b) Failure to comply with th is section constitutes unprofessional conduct. 

(c) For the purpose of th is section, the following definitions apply: 

( 1) "Psychotherapist " means a physician and surgeon specializing in the practice of psychiatry or practicing 

psychotherapy, a psychologist , a clinica l social worker, a marriage and fam ily therapist, a licensed professional 

clinical counselor, a psychological assistant, a- an associate marriage and fami ly therapist registered iAterA er 

t raiAee, aA iAtem er or marriage and family therapist trainee, an associate professional clinical counselor or 
professional clin ical counselor trainee, as specified in Chapter 16 (commencing with Section 4999.10), or an 
associate clinical social worker. 

(2) "Sexual contact" means the touching of an intimate part of another person. 

(3) "Intimate part" and "touching" have the same meaning as defined in subdivisions (g) and (e), respectively, of 
Section 243.4 of the Penal Code. 

(4) "The course of a prior t reatment" means the period of time during which a patient first commences treatment 

for services that a psychotherapist is authorized to provide under his or her scope of practice, or that t he 

psychotherapist represents to the patient as being within his or her scope of practice, until the psychotherapist
patient relationship is terminated. 

SECTION 1.SEC. 2. Section 4980.0 1 of the Business and Professions Code is amended to read: 

4980.01 . (a) Nothing in this chapter shall be construed to constrict, limit, or withdraw the Medical Practice Act, the 

Social Work Licensing Law, the Nursing Practice Act, the Licensed Professional Cl inical Counselor Act, or the 
Psychology Licensing Act. 

(b) Th is chapter shall not apply to any priest, rabbi, or minister of the gospel of any religious denomination when 
performing counsel ing services as part of his or her pastoral or professional duties, or to any person who is 

admitted to practice law in the state, or who is licensed to practice medicine, when provid ing counseli ng services 
as part of his or her professional practice. 

(c) (1) This chapter shall not apply to an employee working in any of t he following sett ings if his or her work is 
performed solely under the supervision of the employer: 

(A) A governmenta l entity. 

(B) A school, college, or university. 

(C) An institution that is both nonprofit and charitable. 

(2) Th is chapter shall not apply to a volunteer working in any of the settings described in paragraph (1) if his or 

her work is performed solely under the supervision of the entity, school, or institution. 
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(d) A marriage and family therapist licensed under this chapter is a licentiate for purposes of paragraph (2) of 

subdivis ion (a) of Section 805, and thus is a health care practitioner subject to the provisions of Section 2290.5 

pursuant to subdivision (b) of that section . 

(e) Notwithstanding subdivisions (b) and (c), all persons registered as iflteffi5 associates or licensed under this 

chapter shal l not be exempt from this chapter or the jurisdiction of the board. 

~ SEC. 3. Section 4980.03 of the Business and Professions Code is amended to read: 

4980.03. (a) "Board," as used in this chapter, means the Board of Behavioral Sciences. 

(b) " Intern," "Associate," as used in this chapter, means an unlicensed person who has earned his or her 
master's or doctoral degree qualifying him or her for licensure and is registered with the board. meets one of the 

following: 

(1) The individual is registered with the board as an associate. 

(2) The individual's degree was awarded and the board receives his or her application for registration as an 

associate with the board within 90 days of the degree award date. 

(c) "Trainee," as used in this chapter, means an unlicensed person who is currently enrolled in a master's or 

doctoral degree program, as specified in Sections 4980.36 and 4980.37, that is designed to qualify him or her for 

licensure under this chapter, and who has completed no less than 12 semester units or 18 quarter units of 

coursework in any qualifying degree program. 

(d) "Applicant," "Applicant for licensure," as used in this chapter, means an unlicensed person who has 

completed a master's or doctora l degree program, as specifies in Sections qgso .36 anEI qgs0.37, and whose 
application for registration as an intern is penEling , OF an unlicensed person who has completes ttle requ irements 

fer- the required education and required hours of supervised experience for licensure as specified in th is Eflaf*eF, 
is no longer registereEI with the boarEI as an intern, and is currently in the e>iamination process. chapter. 

(e) "Advertise," as used in this chapter, includes, but is not limited to, any public communication, as defined in 
subdivision (a) of Section 651, the issuance of any card, sign, or device to any person, or the causing, permitting, 

or allowing of any sign or marking on, or in, any building or structure, or in any newspaper or magazine or in any 
directory, or any printed matter whatsoever, with or without any limiting qualification. Signs with in religious 

buildings or notices in church bulletins mailed to a congregation shall not be construed as advertising within the 

meaning of this chapter. 

(f) "Experience, " as used in th is chapter, means experience in interpersonal relationships, psychotherapy, 

marriage and family therapy, direct clinical counseling, and nonclinical practice tha t satisfies the requ irements for 

licensure as a marriage and family therapist pursuant to Section 4980.40. 

(g) "Supervisor," as used in this chapter, means an individual who meets all of the following requirements: 

( 1) Has been actively licensed by a state regu latory agency for at least two years as a in this state or has held 

an active equivalent license in any other state as a licensed professional clinical counselor, licensed marriage and 
family therapist, licensed clinical socia l worlEer, licensee professional clin ical counselor, licensed psychologist, 

psychologist, licensed clinical social worker, or licensed phys ician and surgeon who is certi fied in psychiatry by 

the American Board of Psychiatry and PJeurology. Neurology, for at least two years of the past five years 

immediately prior to commencing any supervision. 

(2) If the supervisor is a licensed professional cl inical counselor, the inEl i\1 iElual shall meet he or she meets the 

additional training and education requirements specified in subparagraphs (A) to (C), inclusive, of paragraph (3) 

of subdivision (a) of Section 4999.20. 

(3) Has practiced psychotherapy or provided direct clinical supervision of marriage and family therapist trainees, 
associate marriage and family therapists, associate professional clinical counselors, or associate clinical social 
workers, who perform psychotherapy, for at least two years within the five-year period immediately preceding 
any supervision. Supervision of social work students enrolled in an accredited master's or doctoral program or 
professional clinical counselor trainees, who perform psychotherapy, shall be accepted toward the required two 
years if the supervision provided to the students is substantially equivalent to the supervision required for 

registrants. 

(4) Has received professional training in supervision as specified in this chapter and by regulation. 

f.B (5) Has not provided therapeutic services to the trainee or intern. supervisee. 
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f41 (6) Has and maintains a current and ~ active California license that is not under suspension or 
probation. 

~ (7) Complies with supervision requirements established by this chapter and by board regulations. 

(h) "Client centered advocacy," as used in this chapter, includes, but is not limited to, researching, identifying, 

and accessing resources, or other activities, re lated to obtaining or providing services and supports for clients or 
groups of clients receiving psychotherapy or counsel ing services. 

~ SEC. 4. Section 4980.35 of the Business and Professions Code is amended to read: 

4980.35. (a) The Legislature acknowledges that the basic obl igation to prov ide a complete and accurate appl ication 

for a marriage and famil y therapist license lies with the applicant. At the same time, the Legis lature recognizes 

that an effort should be made by the board to ensure that persons who enter degree programs and supervisorial 

tra ining settings that meet the requirements of th is chapter are enabled to discern the requirements for licensing 

and to take the examination when they have completed their educational and experience requirements. 

(b) I n order that the board, the educational institutions, and the superv isors who monitor the education and 

experience of applicants for licensure may develop greater cooperation, the board shall do all of the following: 

(1) Apply a portion of its limited resources specifically to the task of communicating information about its 

activities, the requi rements and qualifications for licensure, and the practice of marriage and family therapy to the 

relevant educat ional institutions, supervisors, professional associations, applicants, trainees, iffieff1s, associates, 
and the consuming public. 

(2) Develop pol icies and procedures to assist educational institutions in meeting the curr icula requirements of 

Sections 4980.36 and 4980 .37 and any regulations adopted pursuant to those sections, so that those educational 

institutions may better provide assurance to the ir students that the curriculum offered to fulfil l the educational 
requirements for licensure will meet those requirements at the time of the student's application for licensure. 

(3) Notify applicants in the application procedure when applications are incomplete, inaccurate, or deficient, and 
inform applicants of any remediation, reconsideration, or appeal procedures that may be applicable. 

(4) Undertake, or cause to be undertaken, further comprehensive review, in consultation with educational 
institutions, professional associations, supervisors, mtems, associates, and trainees, of the supervision of 

tAfeffl5 associates and t rainees, which shall include, but not be limited to, the following, and shall propose 
regulations regarding the supervision of tflff!ffi5 associates and tra inees wfli€fl that may include, but not be 
limited to, the following: 

(A) Supervisor qualifications. 

(B) Continui ng education requirements of supervisors. 

(C) Registration or licensing of supervisors, or both. 

(D) Responsibilities of supervisors in general. 

(E) The board's authority in cases of noncompliance or negligence by supervisors. 

(F) The ffiteffi!s associate 's and trainee 's need for guidance in selecting well-balanced and high quality 
professional training opportunities within his or her commu nity. 

(G) The role of the supervisor in advising and encouraging his or her tfltem associate or trainee regarding the 

necessity or value and appropriateness of t he iflreffl associate or trainee engaging in personal psychotherapy, so 
as to enable the iflreffl associate or trainee to become a more competent marriage and family therapist. 

~ SEC. 5. Section 4980.397 of the Business and Professions Code is amended to read: 

4980.397. (a) Effective January 1, 2016, a registrant or an applicant for licensure as a marriage and fam ily 

therapist shall pass the following two examinations as prescr ibed by the board: 

( 1) A Cal ifornia law and ethics examination . 

(2) A cl in ical exami nation. 

(b) Upon registration with the board , a- an associate marriage and family therapist iflteffi-- shall, with in the first 
year of registration, take an examination on California law and ethics. 
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(c) A registrant or an applicant for /icensure may take the cl inical examination only upon meeting all of the 

following requirements : 

(1) Completion of all required supervised work experience. 

(2) Completion of all education requirements. 

(3) Passage of the California law and ethics examination. 

(d) This section shall become operative on January 1, 2016. 

SEC. 6. Section 4980.399 of the Business and Professions Code is amended to read: 

4980.399. (a) Except as provided in subdivision (a) of Section 4980 .398, each applicant and registrant shall obtain 

a passing score on a board-administered California law and eth ics examination in order to qualify fo r licensure. 

(b) A registrant shall participate in a board-administered California law and ethics examination prior to his or her 

registration renewal. 

(c) Notwithstanding subdivision (b), an applicant who holds a registration eligib le for renewal, with an expiration 

date no later than June 30, 2016, and who appl ies for renewal of that registration between January 1, 2016, and 
June 30, 2016, shall, if eligible, be allowed to renew the registration without first participating in the California 

law and ethics examination. These applicants shall participate in the Cal ifornia law and ethics examination in the 
next renewal cycle, and shall pass the examination prior to licensure or issuance of a subsequent registration 

number, as specified in th is section . 

(d) If an applicant fails the Cal ifornia law and ethics examination, he or she may retake the examination, upon 

payment of the required fees, without further application except as provided in subdivision (e). 

(e) If a registrant fails to obta in a passing score on the California law and ethics examination described in 

subdivision (a) within his or her renewal period on or after the operative date of this section, he or she shall 

complete, at a minimum, a 12-hour course in California law and ethics in order to be eligible to participate in the 

California law and ethics examination. Registrants shall only take the 12-hour California law and ethics course 

once during a renewal period. The 12-hour law and ethics course requ ired by this section shall be taken through a 

continuing education provider as specified by the board by regu lation, a county, state or governmental entity, or 

a college or university. 

(f) The board shal l not issue a subsequent registration number unless the registrant ;:ipplicant has passed the 

California law and ethics examination. 

(g) Notwithstanding subdivision (f), an applicant who holds or has held a registration, with an expiration date no 

later than January 1, 2017, and who applies for a subsequent registration number between January 1, 2016, and 

January 1, 2017, shall, if eligible, be al lowed to obtain the subsequent registration number without first passing 

the California law and ethics examination. These applicants shall pass the California law and ethics examination 

during the next renewal period or prior to licensure, whichever occurs first. 

(h) This section shall become operative on January 1, 2016. 

SEC. 7. Section 4980.40 of the Business and Professions Code is amended to read: 

4980.40. To qualify for a license, an applicant shall have all of the following qualifications: 

(a) Meet the educational requirements of Section 4980.36 or both Sections 4980.37 and 4980.41, as applicable. 

(b) Be at least 18 years of age. 

(c) Have at least two years of supervised experience that meet the requirements of Section 4980.13. this 

chapter and those specified by the board in regulation. 

(d) Effective January 1, 2016, successfu lly pass a California law and eth ics examination and a cl inical 

examination. An applicant who has successfully passed a previous ly administered written examination may be 

subsequently required to take and pass another written examination. 

(e) Not have committed acts or crimes constituting grounds for denial of licensure under Section 480. The board 

shall not issue a registration or license to any person who has been convicted of a crime in this or another state 

or in a territory of the United States that involves sexual abuse of children or who is required to register pursuant 

to Section 290 of the Penal Code or the equivalent in another state or territory. 
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(f) This section shall become operative on January 1, 2016. 

SEC. 8. Sect ion 4980.42 of the Business and Professions Code is amended to read: 

4980.42. (a) Trainees performing services in any work setting specified in sti sdi·v' ision (e) of Section 
4-98G,4-3 Sect ion 4980.43.4 may perform those activities and services as a trainee, provided that the activit ies 

and services constitute part of the trainee's supervised course of study and that the person is desig nated by the 
title "tra inee." 

(b) Trai nees subject to Sect ion 4980 .37 may gain hours of experience and counsel clients outside of the required 

practicum. This subdivision shall apply to hours of experience gai ned and client counseling provided on and after 
January 1, 2012. 

(c) Trainees subject to Section 4980.36 may gain hours of experience outside of the required practicum but must 

be enrolled in a pract icum course to counsel client s. Trainees subject to Section 4980.36 may counsel clients 

whi le not enrolled in a practicum course if the period of lapsed enrollment is less than 90 ca lendar days, and if 

that period is immediately preceded by enrol lment in a practicum course and immed iately followed by enrollment 
in a practicum course or completion of the degree program. 

(d) Al l hours of experience gained pursuant to subdivisions (b) and (c) shall be subject to the other requirements 
of this chapter. 

(e) All hours of experience gained as a trainee shall be coordinated between the school and t he site where the 

hours are being accrued . The school shal l approve each site and shall have a written agreement with each site 

that details each party's responsibilities, includi ng the methods by which supervision shal l be provided. The 

agreement shall provide for regular progress reports and evaluations of the student's per formance at the site. If 

an applicant has gained hours of experience wh ile enrolled in an institution other than the one that confers the 

qualifying degree, it shall be the applicant's responsibil ity to provide to the board satisfactory evidence that those 
hours of trainee experience were gained in compliance with this section. 

SeC-,..i..SEC. 9. Section 4980.43 of the Business and Professions Code is amended to read : 

4980.43. (a) To qualify for licensure as specified in Section 4980.40, each applicant shall complete exper ience 
related to the practice of marriage and fam ily therapy under a supervisor wl10 meets the qual ifications set forth in 
Section 4980 .03. The experience shall comply with the following: 

(1) A minimum of 3,000 hours of superv ised experience completed during a period of at least 104 weeks. 

(2) A maximum of 40 hours in any seven consecutive days. 

(3) A minimum of 1,700 hou rs obta ined after the qualifying master's or doctoral degree was awarded. 

(4) A maximum of 1,300 hours obtai ned prior to the award date of the qualifying master's or doctoral degree. 

(5) A maximum of 750 hours of counse ling and direct supervisor contact prior to the award date of the qualifying 
master 's or doctoral degree. 

(6) No hours of experience may be gained prior to completing either 12 semester units or 18 quarter units of 
graduate instruction. 

(7) No hotirs Hours of experience may- shall not be gained more than six years prior to the date the application 
for e>E'amination eligis ility was filed, licensure was received by the board, except that up to 500 hours of clin ical 

experience gained in the supervised practicum required by subdivision (c) of Section 4980.37 and subparagraph 
(B) of paragraph (1) of subdivision (d ) of Section 4980.36 shall be exempt from this six-year requirement. 

(8) A minimum of 1,750 hours of direct clinical counseling with individuals, groups, couples, or families, that 

includes not less than 500 total hours of experience in diagnosing and treating couples, fam il ies, and children. 

(9 ) A maximum of 1,250 hours of nonclinical practice, consisting of direct supervisor contact, administer ing and 
evaluating psychological tests, writing clinical reports, writing progress or process notes, client centered 

advocacy, and workshops, seminars, training sessions, or conferences directly related to marriage and fami ly 
therapy that have been approved by the applicant's supervisor . 

( 10) It is anticipated and encouraged that hours of exper ience will include working with elders and dependent 

adults who have physica l or mental limitations that restrict their abil ity to carry out normal activities or protect 
their r ights. 
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This subdivision shall on ly apply to hours gained on and after January 1, 2010. 

(b) An individual who subm its an appl ication for eiwmination el igibilit)' licensure between January 1, 2016, and 

December 31, 2020, may alternatively qualify under the experience requirements of this section that were in 

place on January 1, 2015. 

(e) Al l applieants, trainees, ancJ registrants shall be at all times uncJer the supervision of a supervisor who shall be 
responsible for ensuring that the e>Etent, ldnd, ancJ quality of eounseling performecJ is eonsistent wit t:i tt:ie training 

ancJ ei1perienee of the person being supervisecJ, ancJ 'A'ho shall be responsible to the boarcJ for eompHanee with all, 

laws, ru les, ancJ regulations governing the practice of marriage ancJ famil·r theraw1. SupePt'isecJ ei1perienee sha l~ 

be gainecJ 13•1 an intern or trainee on ly as an employee or as a volunteer. Tt:ie requirements of this ehapter 

regarcJing gaining t:lours of eicperience ancJ super \·ision are applical31e equally to employees ancJ ·,<olunteers. 

Assoeiates ancJ trainees shall not 13e emplo·1ecJ as incJepencJent eontractors, ancJ shall not gain elEperience for worlt 

peFformecJ as an independent eontraetor, reportecJ on an I RS Form 1099, or 130th. 

(1) If emplo•,«ed, an intern shall pro,·ide the 13oard witA copies of the corresponding W 2 ta>< forms for eaC:h year of 

eiEperience elaimed upon applicanon for licensure. 

(2) If volunteering, an intern st:iall provicJe Hie 13oard with a letter from t:l is or her emplo·rer \'eFifying the fntern's 

employment as a volunteer upon application for licensttre. 

(d) El<eept for e>Eperience gainecJ 13·r attending worl<shops, seminars, t raining sessions, or conferences as 

described in paragraph (9) of subdivision (a), superv ision shall include at least one hour of direct supervisor 

eontact in each weel1 for which eitperience is eredited in each worlc setting, as speeified: 

(1) A trainee shall receive an average of at least one hour of direet supervisor contact for eveP; five hours of 

clierit eontact in each setting. No more than Sile hours of supervision, whether individual or group, shall be 

eredited during any sing le weelc. 

(2) An individttal supervised after 13eing §ranted a qualify ing degree shall recei•t e at least one additional hou r of 

direct supervisor contact for eveP; wee lc in whieh more than 10 hours of client contact is gained in eaeh setting. 
~lo more than siic hours of supervision, whether individual or group, shall 13e credited during any single weelc. 

(3) For purposes of this sect ion, "one hour of direet supervisor eontact" means one hour per weel< of faee to face 

contact on afl individual basis or two hours per 'Neel< of face to face contact in a group. 

(~ ) Direct supervisor eon~act shall occur with in the same wee lc as the hours cla imed. 

(5) Direct supervisor contact provided in a grou p shal l be provided in a group of not more tt:lan eight supervisees 

and in segments lasting no less than one continuous hour. 

(6) Notwithstanding paragraph (3), an intern working in a governmental entity, a school, a eollege, or a 

university, or an institution that is 130th nonpFOfit and charitable ma•; obtain the reeiuired weel1ly direet supePrisor 

contact •,ia two way, real time \'ideoconferencing . The supePt isor shall be responsible for ensuring that client 

confidential ity is upheld. 

(7) All el<perie~ce gained by a tra inee shal l be monitored b•t t he supervisor as specified by regulation . 

(8) The sil< hours of supervision tt:lat may be credited during any single weel1 pursuant to paragraphs (1) and (2) 

shall apply to super>,ision hours gained on or after January 1, 2009 . 

(e) (1) A t rainee may be cred ited with supervised eicperienee completed in any setting that meets all of the 

fo llowing: 

(A) Lawfully and regu larly provides mental health counsel ing or ps•1ct:iotherapy. 

(B) PFO\·ides oversight to ensure that the trainee's worl< at the setting meet s the ei1perience and supervision 

requirements set forth in this ehapter and is within the scope of praetice for the profess ion as defined in Section 

~980.02. 

(C) Is not a private practice owned 13y a licensed marria§e and family therapist, a licensed professional elin ical 
counselor, a licensed psyehologist, a licensed cl inical socia l worker, a licensed physician and surgeon, or a 

professional corporation of any of those licensed professions. 

(2) El<perience may be gained 13y the trainee sole ly as part of the position for which the trainee volunteers or is 

emplo•,-ed. 
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(f) (1) AA iAterA FAay be cred ited with superYiseEI ei<perieAce EOFAlflleted iA aAy settiAg that FAeets beth ef the 
follewiAg: 

(A) Lawfully aAd regularly pre•,cides FAeAtal health couAse liAg er ps·rchetherapy. 

(B) Pre,·ides eYersight te eAsure that the iAtern 's werl( at the settiAg FAeets the eicperieAce aAd supervisieA 

requ ireFAeAts set ferth iA this chapter aAd is withiA the scape ef practice fer the prefessieA as defiAed iA SectieA 
4980 .02. 

(2) AA applicaAt shall Aet be eFAple·;ed er YeluAteer iA a private practice, as defiAed iA subparagraph (C) ef 
paragraph (1) ef subdivisieA (e), uAti l registered as aA iAtern. 

(3) 'Nhile aA iAtern FAay be either a paid eFAple·ree er a ·,·eluAteer, eFApleyers are eAceuraged te preYide fair 
reFAUAeratieA te iAterns. 

(4) Eiccept fer perieds ef tiFAe duriAg a superYiser's •,cacatieA er sick lea·,·e, aA IAtern whe is empleyed er 

•,e luAteeriAg iA pri•,·ate practice shall 13e uAder the direct super,<is ieA ef a liceAsee that has satisfied subdiYisieA 

(g) ef SectieA 4980 .03. The supervisiF]g liceAsee shall either be eFApleyed 13·r aAd practice at the saFAe site as the 

iflterA's eFApleyer, er shall 13c aA ewAer er sharehelder ef the pri,·ate practice. AlternatiYe superYisieA FAay 13e 

arraAged duriAg a super,<iser's •,ca catieA er sick leave if the supeFYisieA FAeets the requireFAeAts ef this sectieA. 

(S) ExperieAce FAay be gaiAed 13y the iAtern selely as part ef the pesitleA fer which the iAtern veluAteers er is 
eFApleyed. 

(g) Eiccept as preYided iA subd i•,cis ieA (h), all perseAs shall register with the beard as aA iAtern t e be credited fer 

pestdegree heurs ef superYlsed e1cperieAce gaiAed teward licensure. 

(h) Pestdegree heurs ef Cl<perieAce shall be credited teward licensure se leAg as the applicaAt applies fer the 

iAterA registratieA withiA 90 da·rs ef the graAtiAg ef the qua lifyiAg FAaster's er decteral degree aAd is thereafter 

graAted the iAtern registratieA by the beard. AA appl icaAt shall Aet be eFApleyed er veluAteer iA a pri>;ate practice 
uAtil registered as aA iAtem by tl=le beard. 

( i) TraiAees, iAterAs, aAd applicaAts shall Aet recei,·e aAy reFAuAeratieA freFA patieAts er clients, aAd shall eAiy be 
paid by their eFApleyers. 

U) TraiAees, iAterns, aAd applicaAts shall eAly perforFA ser,·ices at the place where their eFAple·ters regularly 
conduct busiAess, which FAa·r iAcluEle perforFAiAg serYices at ether lecatieAs, se leAg as the ser\·ices are 

perferFAed uAder the direct ien and ceAtrel ef their eFAple·rer aAd superviser, a Ad iA ceFApliance with the laws aAd 
regu lat ieAs perta iAiAg te superYisieA . Fer purpeses ef paragraph (3) ef sul3diYisieA (a) ef SectieA 2290.S, interns 

aAd traiAees ,,..,erl<iAg uAder liceAsed supeP,·isieA, ceAsisteAt with subdivisieA (c), FAay previde services ·,ia 

te lehealth withiA the scape autheri~ed by this chapter and iA accerdaAce with aAy regulatieAs ge,·erniAg the use 

ef telehea lth preFAulgated by the beard. Tra iAees aAd iAterAs shal l have Ae prepr ietary interest iA their eFApleyers' 

busiAesses aAd shall Aet lease er reAt space, pay fer furAish iAgs, equ1pFAeAt, er supplies, er iA aA'; ether way pay 
for the ebligatieAs ef their empleyers. 

(I<) TraiAees, iAterns, er appl icaAts whe previde ve luAteered services er ether services, aAd whe receive Ae FAere 
thaA a tetal, freFA all werl< sett iAgs, ef fit,•e huAdred dellars ($S00) per FAeAth as reiFAburseFAeAt for elEpeAses 

actually iAcu rred by these t raiAees, interns, er applicaAts fer services reAdered in aA·1• lawful werl( settiAg ether 

thaA a private practice shal l be censidered eFApleyees aAd Aet iRdepeAdent ceAtracters . The beard ma·r audit 

applicaAts whe receive reiFAburseFAent fer expeAses, and the applicaAts shall ha,·e the 13urden ef deFAenstratiAg 
that the payFAeAts received were f-Or reimbursement ef eicpenses actual l·t iAcurred. 

(I) Each educatieAal iAstitutien prepariAg applicants fer licensure pursuant te this chapter shall EOASider requiring, 

aAd shal l eAceurage, its students te l:IAderge iAd iv idual, FAarital er cen3eiAt, fam ily, er greup ceuAseling er 

psycl~etherapy, as apprepriate. Each super,· iser shall censider, adYise, and enceurage his er her interns and 

traiAees regqrd iAg the ad·.,isabi lit'/ ef uAderta ldAg indi1,cidual, FAarital er cen3eint, faFA ily, er greup ceuAseliAg er 

psychetherap•;, as apprepriate. IAsefar as it is deeFAed apprepriate aAd is desired by the applicant, the 

educatienal institutieA and supeFYisers are enceuraged te assist the appl icaAt in lecatiAg that ceunseliAg er 
psychetherapi1• at a reaseAable cast. 

SEC. 10. Section 4980.43.1 is added to the Business and Professions Code, to read: 

4980.43.1. (a) All trainees, associates, and applicants for licensure shall be at all times under the supervision of a 
supervisor as specified in this chapter and by regulation. 
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(b) As used in this chapter, the term "supervision" means responsibility for, and control of, the quality of services 

being provided by the supervisee. Consultation or peer discussion shall not be considered supervision and shall 

not qualify as supervised experience. 

(c) Supervision includes, but is not limited to, all of the following: 

(1) Ensuring that the extent, kind, and quality of counseling performed is consistent with the education, training, 

and experience of the supervisee. 

(2) Monitoring and evaluating the supervisee's assessment, diagnosis, and treatment decisions and providing 

regular feedback. 

(3) Monitoring and evaluating the supervisee's ability to provide services at the site or sites where he or she will 

be practicing and to the particular clientele being served. 

(4) Monitoring for and addressing clinical dynamics, including, but not limited to, countertransference-, 
intrapsychic-, interpersonal-, or trauma-related issues that may affect the supervisory or the practitioner-patient 

relationship. 

(5) Ensuring the supervisee's compliance with Jaws and regulations governing the practice of marriage and family 

therapy. 

(6) Reviewing the supervisee 's progress notes, process notes, and other patient treatment records, as deemed 

appropriate by the supervisor. 

(7) With the client's written consent, providing direct observation or review of audio or video recordings of the 

supervisee's counseling or therapy, as deemed appropriate by the supervisor. 

SEC. 11. Section 4980.43.2 is added to the Business and Professions Code, to read: 

4980.43.2. (a) Before applying for licensure with the board, all applicants for licensure as a licensed marriage and 

family therapist shall first satisfy the required supervised experience. 

(b) Except as provided in subdivision (c), all applicants shall have an active associate registration with the board 

in order to gain postdegree hours of supervised experience. 

(c) Postdegree hours of experience shall be credited toward Jicensure so long as the applicant applies for the 
associate registra.tion and the board receives the application within 90 days of the granting of the qualifying 
degree and he or she is thereafter granted the associate registration by the board. An applicant shall not be 
employed or volunteer in a private practice until he or she has been issued an associate registrat ion by the board. 

SEC. 12. Section 4980.43.3 is added to the Business and Professions Code, to read: 

4980.43.3. (a) Except for experience gained by attending workshops, seminars, training sessions, or conferences, 
as described in paragraph (9) of subdivision (a) of Section 4980.43, supervision shall include at least one hour of 

direct supervisor contact in each week for which experience is credited in each work setting as follows: 

(1) A trainee shall receive an average of at least one hour of direct supervisor contact for every five hours of 
direct clinical counseling that is performed in each setting. No more than six hours of supervision, whether 

individual or group, shall be credited during any single week. 

(2) An associate gaining experience shall receive at least one additional hour of direct supervisor contact in each 
week for which more than 10 hours of direct clinical counseling is performed in each setting. No more than six 
hours of supervision, whether individual or group, shall be credited during any single week. 

(b) For purposes of this chapter, "one hour of direct supervisor contact" means any of the following: 

(1) Individual supervision, which means one hour of face-to-face contact between one supervisor and one 

supervisee. 

(2) Triadic supervision, which means one hour of face-to-face contact between one supervisor and two 

supervisees. 

(3) Group supervision, which means two hours of face-to-face contact between one supervisor and no more than 
eight supervisees. Segments of group supervision may be split into no less than one continuous hour. 

(c) Direct supervisor contact shall occur within the same week as the hours claimed. 
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(d) An applicant for licensure shall have received at least one hour per week of direct supervisor contact that is 
individual, triadic, or a combination of both, as specified in paragraphs (1) or (2) of subdivision (b), for a 
minimum of 52 weeks. 

(e) When conducting group supervision, as specified in paragraph (3) of subdivision (b), the supervisor shall 
ensure that the amount and degree of supervision is appropriate for each supervisee. 

(f) Notwithstanding subdivision (b), an associate working in a governmental entity, a school, a college, a 

university, or an institution that is both nonprofit and charitable may obtain the required weekly direct supervisor 
contact via two-way, real-time videoconferencing. The supervisor shall be responsible for ensuring compliance 
with state and federal law relating to confidentiality of patient health information. 

(g) All experience gained by a trainee or associate shall be monitored by the supervisor as specified by this 
chapter and regulation. 

(h) The six hours of supervision that may be credited during any single week, pursuant to paragraphs (1) and (2) 
of subdivision (a), shall apply to supervision hours gained on or after January 1, 2009. 

(i) Notwithstanding any other law, once the required number of experience hours are gained, associates and 
applicants for licensure shall receive a minimum of one hour of direct supervisor contact per week for each setting 

in which direct clinical counseling is performed. Once the required number of experience hours are gained, further 
supervision for nonclinical practice, as defined in paragraph (9) of subdivision (a) of Section 4980.43, shall be at 
the supervisor's discretion. 

SEC. 13. Section 4980.43.4 is added to the Business and Professions Code, to read: 

4980.43.4. (a) A trainee, associate, or applicant for licensure shall only perform services as an employee or as a 
volunteer. The requirements of this chapter regarding gaining hours of experience and supervision shall apply 
equally to employees and volunteers. A trainee, associate, or applicant for licensure shall not perform any 
services or gain any experience within the scope of practice of the profession, as defined in Section 4980.02, as 
an independent contractor. 

(1) If employed, an associate shall provide the board with copies of the corresponding W-2 tax forms for each 
year of experience claimed upon application for licensure. 

(2) If volunteering, an associate shall provide the board with a letter from his or her employer verifying the 
associate's status as a volunteer during the dates the experience was gained. This letter shall be provided to the 
board upon application for licensure. 

(b) (1) A trainee shall not perform services in a private practice. A trainee may be credited with supervised 
experience completed in any setting that meets all of the following: 

(A) Lawfully and regularly provides mental health counseling or psychotherapy. 

(B) Provides oversight to ensure that the trainee 's work at the setting meets the experience and supervision 
requirements in this chapter and is within the scope of practice for the profession, as defined in Section 4980. 02. 

(C) Is not a private practice owned by a licensed marriage and family therapist, a licensed professional clinical 
counselor, a licensed psychologist, a licensed clinical social worker, a licensed physician and surgeon, or a 
professional corporation ofany of those licensed professions. 

(2) Only experience gained in the position for which the trainee volunteers or is employed shall qualify as 
supervised experience. 

(c) (1) An associate may be credited with supervised experience completed in any setting that meets both of the 
following: 

(A) Lawfully and regularly provides mental health counseling or psychotherapy. 

(B) Provides oversight to ensure that the associate's work at the setting meets the experience and supervision 
requirements in this chapter and is within the scope ofpractice for the profession, as defined in Section 4980.02. 

(2) While an associate may be either a paid employee or a volunteer, employers are encouraged to provide fair 
remuneration. 

(3) Only experience gained in the position for which the associate volunteers or is employed shall qualify as 
supervised experience. 
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(4) An applicant for registration as an associate shall not be employed or volunteer in a private practice until he 

or she has been issued an associate registration by the board. 

(d) Any experience obtained under the supervision of a spouse, relative, or domestic partner shall not be credited 

toward the required hours of supervised experience. Any experience obtained under the supervision of a 
supervisor with whom the applicant has had or currently has a personal, professional, or business relationship 

that undermines the authority or effectiveness of the supervision shall not be credited toward the required hours 

of supervised experience. 

(e) A trainee, associate, or applicant for licensure shall not receive any remuneration from patients or clients and 

shall only be paid by his or her employer. 

(f) A trainee, associate, or applicant for licensure shall have no proprietary interest in his or her employer's 

business and shall not lease or rent space, pay for furnishings, equipment, or supplies, or in any other way pay 

for the obligations of his or her employer. 

(g) A trainee, associate, or applicant for licensure who provides voluntary services in any lawful work setting 

other than a private practice and who only receives reimbursement for expenses actually incurred shall be 
considered an employee and not an independent contractor. The board may audit an applicant for licensure who 

receives reimbursement for expenses and the applicant for licensure shall have the burden of demonstrating that 
the payment received was for reimbursement of expenses actually incurred. 

(h) A trainee, associate, or applicant for licensure who receives a stipend or educational loan repayment from a 
program designed to encourage demographically underrepresented groups to enter the profession or to improve 
recruitment and retention in underserved regions or settings shall be considered an employee and not an 
independent contractor. The board may audit an applicant who receives a stipend or educational loan repayment 
and the applicant shall have the burden of demonstrating that the payment received was for the specified 

purposes. 

(i) For purposes of paragraph (3) of subdivision (a) of Section 2990.5, an associate or a trainee working under a 
licensed supervisor, consistent with this chapter, may provide services via telehealth within the scope authorized 
by this chapter and in accordance with any regulations governing the use of telehealth promulgated by the board. 

(j) Each educational institution preparing applicants pursuant to this chapter shall consider requiring, and shall 
encourage, its students to undergo individual, marital, conjoint, family, or group counseling or psychotherapy, as 
appropriate. Each supervisor shall consider, advise, and encourage his or her associates and trainees regarding 
the advisability of undertaking individual, marital, conjoint, family, or group counseling or psychotherapy, as 
appropriate. Insofar as it is deemed appropriate and is desired by the applicant, educational institutions and 
supervisors are encouraged to assist the applicant in locating that counseling or psychotherapy at a reasonable 

cost. 

SEC. 14. Section 4980.43.6 is added to the Business and Professions Code, to read: 

4980.43.6. The board shall have the right to audit the records of any supervisor to verify the completion of the 
supervisor qualifications specified by this chapter and by regulation. A supervisor shall maintain records of 
completion of the required supervisor qualifications for a period of seven years after termination of supervision 
and shall make these records available to t he board for auditing purposes upon request. 

ScC. 11 .SEC. 15. Section 4980.44 of the Business and Professions Code is amended to read: 

4980.44. An unlicensed associate marriage and family therapist iflteffi- employed under this chapter shall comply 

with the following requirements: 

(a) Possess, at a minimum, a master's degree as specified in Section 4980.36 or 4980.37, as applicable. 

(b) Register with the board prior to performing any duties, except as otherwise provided in subdivision W (c) of 

Section 1980.13. 4980.43.2. 

(c) Prior to performing any professional services, inform each client or patient that he or she is an unlicensed 

registered associate marriage and family t l=lerapist registered iRtern, therapist, provide his or her registration 

number and the name of his or her employer, and indicate whether he or she is under the supervision of a 

licensed marriage and family therapist, licensed clinical social worker, licensed professional clinical counselor, 

licensed psychologist, or a licensed physician and surgeon certified in psychiatry by the American Board of 

Psychiatry and Neurology. 
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(d) (1) Any advertisement by or on behalf of a registered associate marriage and family therapist registered 
fflrefft- shal l include, at a minimum, al l of the following information: 

(A) That he or she is a registered associate marr iage and family therapist registered intern . therapist. 

(8) The ffitem!s associate's registration number. 

(C) The name of his or her employer. 

(D) That he or she is supervised by a licensed person. 

(2) The abbreviat ion ~ "AMFT" shall not be used in an advertisement unless the title "marriage "registered 
associate marriage and fami ly therapist registered intern" therapist" appears in the advertisement. 

SEC. 12,SEC. 16. Section 4980.45 of the Business and Professions Code is amended and renumbered to read : 

~ 4980.43.5. (a) A trainee, associate, or applicant for licensure shall only perform services at the place 
where his or her employer regularly conducts business and services, which may include performing services at 
other locations as long as the services are performed under the direction and control of his or her employer and 
his or her supervisor and in compliance with the laws and regulations pertaining to supervision. 

(b) Except for periods of time during a supervisor's vacation or sick leave, an associate who is employed or 
volunteering in private practice shall be under the direct supervision of a supervisor who is either employed by, 
and practices at the same site as, the associate's employer or is an owner or shareholder of the private practice. 

fa-j (c) A licensed professional in private practice who has satisfied the requirements of subdivision (g) of Section 

4980.03 may supervise or employ, at any one time, no more tha n a total of t hree individuals reg istered as a- an 
associate marr iage and family therapist intern, clinical counselor intern, or therapist, an associate professional 
clinical counselor, or an associate clinica l social worker in that private practice. 

(d) All of the following limits shall apply to marriage and family therapy corporations: 

(1) A marriage and family therapy corporation may retain, at any one time, no more than a total of three 
employees, volunteers, or a combination of employees and volunteers, registered as an associate marriage and 
family therapist, an associate professional clinical counselor, or an associate clinical social worker for each 
supervising employee or shareholder who has satisfied the requirements of subdivision (g) of Section 4980. 03. 

(2) In no event shall any marriage and family therapy corporation retain, at any one time, more than a total of15 

employees, volunteers, or a combination of employees and volunteers, registered as an associate marriage and 
family therapist, an associate professional clinical counselor, or an associate clinical social worker. 

AA (3) A Ff)arriage and family therapy corporation may employ, at any one time, no more than a tota l of three 

individuals registered as a marriage and fami l•t therapist intern, clinical counselor intern, or associate clinical 

social worker for each employee or shareholder who has satisfied the requireFAents of suedMsion (g) of Section 

4980.03 . In no event shall any FAarriage and faFAily therapy corporation employ, at any one tiFAe, FAore than a 

total of 15 individuals registered as a FAarriage and famil·t therapist intern, clinica l counselor intern, or associate 

clinical social worker. In no e·t'ent shall any supervisor super vise, at any one time, more than a total of three 

individuals employees, volunteers, or a combination of employees and volunteers, registered as either a- an 
associate marriage and family thetaapist intern, clinical counselor intern, or therapist, an associate professional 
clinical counselor, or an associate clinical social worker. Persons who supervise individuals A person who 
supervises an employee or volunteer registered as either a- an associate marriage and family therapist intern, 

cl inical counselor intern, or therapist, an associate professional clinical counselor, or an associate clin ical social 

worker shall be employed fu ll time by the marr iage and family therapy corporation and shall be active ly engaged 

in performing professional services at and for the marriage and family therapy corporation. EFAployFAent and 

supef't ision within a FAarriage and faFAily therapy corporation shall be subject to all laws and regulations 

governing eicperience and supervision gained in a private practice setting . 

(4) Employment and supervision within a marriage and family therapy corporation shall be subject to all laws and 
regulations governing experience and supervision gained in a private practice setting. 

(e) In a setting that is not a private practice, a written agreement, as specified by regulation, shall be executed 

between the supervisor and employer when the supervisor is not employed by the supervisee's employer or is a 
volunteer. 

(f) In any setting that is not a private practice, a supervisor shall evaluate the site or sites where a trainee or 

associate will be gaining hours of experience toward licensure and shall determine both of the following: 
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(1) That the site or sites provide experience that is within the scope of practice of a marriage and family 

therapist. 

(2) That the experience is in compliance with the requirements set forth in this chapter and regulation. 

(g) Alternative supervision may be arranged during a supervisor's vacation or sick leave if the alternative 

supervision meets the requirements in this chapter and regulation. 

SEC. 17. Section 4980.50 of the Business and Professions Code is amended to read: 

4980.50. Effective January 1, 2016, the following shall apply: 

(a) Every applicant who meets the educational and experience requirements and applies for a license as a 

marriage and family therapist shall be examined by the board. The examinations shall be as set forth in 

subdivision (d) of Section 4980.40. The examinations shall be given at least twice a year at a time and place and 
under supervision as the board may determine. The board shall examine the cand idate with regard to his or her 

knowledge and professional skills and his or her judgment in the utilization of appropriate techniques and 

methods. 

(b) The board sha ll not deny any applicant, who has submitted a complete application for examination, admission 

to the licensure examinations required by this section if the applicant meets the educational and experience 

requirements of this chapter, and has not committed any acts or engaged in any conduct that would constitute 

grounds to deny licensure. 

(c) The board shall not deny any applicant, whose application for licensure is complete, admission to the clinical 

examination, nor shall the board postpone or delay any applicant's clinical examination or delay informing the 
candidate of the results of the clinical examination, solely upon the receipt by the board of a complaint alleging 

acts or conduct that wou ld constitute grounds to deny licensure . 

(d) If an applicant for examination who has passed the California law and ethics examination is the subject of a 

complaint or is under board investigation for acts or conduct that, if proven to be true, would constitute grounds 
for the board to deny licensure, the board shall permit the applicant to take the clinical examination for licensure, 

but may withhold the results of the examination or notify the applicant that licensure will not be granted pending 

completion of the investigation. 

(e) Notwithstanding Section 135, the board may deny any applicant who has previously failed either the California 
law and ethics examination or the clinical examination permission to retake either examination pending 

completion of the investigation of any complaints against the applicant. Nothing in this section shall prohibit the 
board from denying an applicant admission to any examination, withholding the results, or refusing to issue a 

license to any applicant when an accusation or statement of issues has been filed against the applicant pursuant 

to Sections 11503 and 11504 of the Government Code, respective ly, or the applicant has been denied in 

accordance with subdivision (b) of Section 485. 

(f) Notwithstanding any other provision of law, the board may destroy all examination materials two years 

following the date of an examination . 

(g) Effective January 1, 2016, fie an applicant for Jicensure shall not be eligible to participate in the clinical 

examination if he or she fails to obtain a passing score on the cli nical examination within seven years from his or 

her initial attempt, unless he or she takes and obtains a passing score on the curren t version of the California law 

and eth ics examination. 

(h) A passing score on the clinica l examination shall be accepted by the board for a period of seven years from 

the date the examination was taken. 

(i) An applicant for licensure who has qualified pursuant to this chapter shall be issued a license as a marriage 

and family therapist in the form that the board rnay deem deems appropriate. 

(j) This section shall become operative on January 1, 2016. 

SeC. 13.SEC. 18. Section 4980. 78 of the Business and Professions Code is amended to read: 

4980.78. (a) This section applies to persons who apply for licensure or registration on or after January 1, 2016, 

and who do not hold a license as described in Section 4980.72. 

(b) For purposes of Section 4980. 74, education is substantially equivalent if al l of the following requirements are 

met: 
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(1) The degree is obtained from a school, college, or university accredited by a regional or national institutional 

accrediting agency that is recognized by the United States Department of Education and consists of, at a 
minimum, the following: 

(A) ( i) For an applicant who obtained his or her degree within the timeline prescribed by subdivision (a) of Section 

4980.36, the degree shall contain no less than 60 semester or 90 quarter units of instruction. 

(ii) Up to 12 semester or 18 quarter units of instruction may be remed iated, if missing from the degree. The 

remediation may occur while the applicant is registered as an tfltceffr.. associate. 

(B) For an applicant who obtained his or her degree within the timel ine prescribed by subdivision (a ) of Section 

4980.37, the degree shall contain no less than 48 semester units or 72 quarter units of instruction. 

(C) Six semester or nine quarter units of practicum, including, but not limited to, a minimum of 150 hours of 

face-to-face experience counseling individuals, couples, families, or groups, and an additional 75 hours of either 

face-to-face experience counseling individua ls, couples, families, or groups or client centered advocacy, or a 

combination of face-to-face experience counseling individuals, couples, famil ies, or groups and client centered 
advocacy. 

(D) Twelve semester or 18 quarter units in the areas of marriage, family, and chi ld counseling and marita l and 

fam ily systems approaches to treatment, as specified in subparagraph (A) of paragraph (1) of subdivision (d) of 
Section 4980.36. 

(2) The applicant shall complete coursework in California law and ethics as follows: 

(A) An applicant who completed a course in law and professional ethics for marriage and family therapists as 

specified in paragraph (8) of subdivision (a) of Section 4980.81, that did not contain instruction in California law 

and ethics, shall complete an 18-hour course in California law and professional ethics. The content of the course 

shall include, but not be limited to, advertising, scope of practice, scope of competence, treatment of minors, 

confidentiality, dangerous patients, psychotherapist-patient privilege, recordkeeping, patient access to records, 

state and federal laws relating to confidentiality of patient health information, dual relationships, child abuse, 

elder and dependent adult abuse, online therapy, insurance reimbursement, civil liability, disciplinary actions and 

unprofessional conduct, ethics complaints and ethica l standards, termination of therapy, standards of care, 
relevant family law, therapist disclosures to patients, differences in legal and eth ical standards in different types 

of work settings, and licens ing law and licensing process. This coursework shall be completed prior to registration 
as an tfltceffr.. associate. 

(B) An applicant who has not completed a course in law and professional ethics for marriage and family therapists 

as specified in paragraph (8) of subdivis ion (a) of Section 4980.81 shall complete this required coursework. The 

coursework shall contain content specific to California law and ethics. This coursework shall be completed prior to 
reg ist ration as an -ifltefA-, associate. 

(3) The applicant completes the educational requirements specified in Section 4980.81 not already completed in 

his or her education. The coursework may be from an accredited school, college, or university as specified in 

paragraph (1), from an educational institution approved by the Bureau for Private Postsecondary Education, or 

from a conti nuing education provider that is acceptable to the board as defined in Section 4980.54. 

Undergraduate courses shall not satisfy this requi rement. 

(4) The appl icant completes the following coursework not already completed in his or her education from an 

accredited school, college, or university as specified in paragraph ( 1) from an educational institution approved by 

the Bureau for Private Postsecondary Education, or from a continuing education provider that is acceptable to the 

board as defined in Section 4980.54. Undergraduate courses shall not satisfy this requirement. 

(A) At least three semester units, or 45 hours, of instruction regarding the principles of mental health recovery

or iented care and methods of service delivery in recovery-oriented practice environments, including structured 

meetings with various consumers and family members of consumers of mental health services to enhance 

understanding of their experience of mental illness, treatment, and recovery. 

(B) At least one semester unit, or 15 hours, of instruction that includes an understanding of various California 

cultures and the social and psychologica l implications of socioeconomic position. 

(5) An appl icant may complete any units and course content requirements required under paragraphs (3) and (4) 

not already completed in his or her education while registered as an -iffiem, associate, unless otherwise specified. 

(6) The applicant's degree title need not be identical to that required by subdivision (b) of Section 4980.36. 
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SEC. 14.SEC. 19. Section 4980.79 of the Business and Professions Code is amended to read : 

4980.79. (a) This section applies to persons who apply for licensure or registration on or after January 1, 2016, 

and who hold a license as described in Section 4980. 72. 

(b) For purposes of Section 4980. 72, education is substantially equivalent if al l of the following requirements are 

met: 

(1) The degree is obtained from a school, college, or university accredited by a regional or national institutional 

accredit ing agency recognized by the United States Department of Education and consists of, at a minimum, the 

following: 

(A) (i) For an applicant who obtained his or her degree within the timeline prescribed by subdivision (a) of Section 

4980.36, the degree shall contain no less than 60 semester or 90 quarter units of instruction. 

(ii) Up to 12 semester or 18 quarter units of instruction may be remed iated, if missing from the degree. The 

remediation may occur wh ile the applicant is registered as an ff!teffu associate. 

(B} For an applicant who obtained his or her degree within the timeline prescribed by subdivision (a) of Section 

4980.37, the degree shal l contain no less than 48 semester or 72 quarter units of instruction. 

(C) Six semester or nine quarter units of practicum, including, but not limited to, a minimum of 150 hours of 
face-to-face experience counseling individuals, couples, famil ies, or groups, and an additional 75 hours of either 

face-to-face experience counseling individuals, couples, fami lies, or groups or client centered advocacy, or a 
combination of face-to-face experience counseling individuals, couples, families, or groups and client centered 

advocacy. 

( i) An out-of-state applicant who has been licensed for at least two years in clinical practice, as verified by the 

board , is exempt from this requirement. 

(ii) An out-of-state applicant who has been licensed for less than two years in clinica l practice, as verified by the 
board, who does not meet the practicum requirement, shall remediate it by obtaining 150 hours of face-to-face 

experience counseling individuals, couples, fami lies, or groups, and an additional 75 hours of either face-to-face 

experience counseling individuals, couples, fami lies, or groups or client centered advocacy, or a combination of 

face-to-face experience counseling individuals, couples, families, or groups and client centered advocacy. These 

hours are in addition to the 3,000 hours of experience required by this chapter, and shall be gained whi le 

registered as an ffifeffu associate. 

(D) Twelve semester or 18 quarter units in the areas of marriage, fami ly, and chi ld counseling and marital and 

family systems approaches to treatment, as specified in subparagraph (A) of paragraph (1) of subdivision (d) of 

Section 4980.36. 

(2) An applicant shall complete coursework in Californ ia law and ethics as follows: 

(A) An applicant who completed a course in law and professional ethics for marriage and fam ily therapists as 

specified in paragraph (8) of subdivision (a) of Section 4980.81 that did not include instruction in California law 
and ethics, shall complete an 18-hour course in California law and professional ethics. The content of the course 

shall include, but not be limited to, advertising, scope of practice, scope of competence, treatment of minors, 
confidentiality, dangerous patients, psychotherapist-patient privilege, recordkeeping, patient access to records, 

state and federal laws relating to confidentiality of patient health information, dual relationships, chi ld abuse, 
elder and dependent adult abuse, online therapy, insurance reimbursement, civi l liability, discipl inary actions and 

unprofessional conduct, ethics compla ints and ethica l standards, termination of therapy, standards of care, 

relevant family law, therapist disclosures to patients, differences in legal and ethical standards in different types 

of work settings, and licensing law and licensing process. This coursework sha ll be completed pr ior to registration 

as an ff!teffu associate. 

(B) An applicant who has not completed a course in law and professional ethics for marriage and family therapists 

as specified in paragraph (8) of subd ivision (a) of Section 4980.81 shall complete this requ ired coursework. The 

coursework shal l include content specific to California law and eth ics. An applicant shall complete this coursework 

prior to registration as an ff!teffu associate. 

(3) The applicant completes the educational requirements specified in Section 4980.81 not already completed in 
his or her education. The coursework may be from an accredited school, college, or un iversity as specified in 

paragraph (1), from an educational institution approved by the Bureau for Private Postsecondary Education, or 
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from a continuing ed ucation provider that is acceptable to the board as defined in Section 4980.54. 

Undergraduate coursework shall not satisfy th is requirement. 

(4) The applicant completes the following coursework not al ready completed in his or her education from an 

accredited school, college, or university as specified in paragraph (1) above, from an educational institu tion 

approved by the Bureau for Private Postsecondary Education, or from a continuing education provider that is 

acceptable to the board as defined in Section 4980.54. Undergraduate coursework shall not satisfy th is 
requirement. 

(A) At least th ree semester units, or 45 hours, of instruction pertaining to the principles of mental health 

recovery-oriented care and methods of service delivery in recovery-oriented practice environments, including 

structured meetings with various consumers and family members of consumers of mental health services to 

enhance understa nding of thei r experience of menta l illness, treatment, and recovery. 

(B) At least one semester unit, or 15 hours, of instruction that includes an understanding of various California 

cultures and the social and psychologica l impl ications of socioeconomic position. 

(5) An applicant's degree title need not be identical to that requ ired by subdivision (b) of Section 4980.36. 

(6) An applica nt may complete any units and course content requirements required under paragraphs (3) and (4) 

not already completed in his or her education whi le registered as an tAtem-; associate, unless otherwise specified. 

SiC. 15.SEC. 20. Section 4982 of the Business and Professions Code is amended to read: 

4982. The board may deny a license or registration or may suspend or revoke the license or registration of a 

licensee or registrant if he or she has been guilty of unprofessional conduct . Unprofessional conduct includes, but 
is not limited to, the following: 

(a) The conviction of a crime substantially related to the qualifications, funct ions, or duties of a licensee or 
registrant under this chapter. The record of conviction shall be conclusive evidence only of the fact that the 

conviction occurred. The board may inquire into the circumstances surrounding the commission of the crime in 

order to fi x the degree of discipline or to determine if the conviction is substantia lly related to the qualifications, 

functions, or duties of a licensee or registrant under th is chapter. A plea or verdict of guilty or a conviction 

following a plea of nolo contendere made to a charge substantially related to the qualifications, functions, or 

duties of a licensee or registrant under this chapter shall be deemed to be a conv iction within the meaning of this 

section. The board may order any license or registration suspended or revoked, or may decline to issue a license 

or registration when the time for appeal has elapsed, or the judgment of conviction has been affirmed on appeal, 

or, when an order granting probation is made suspending the imposition of sentence, irrespective of a subsequent 

order under Section 1203.4 of the Penal Code allowing the person to withdraw a plea of guilty and enter a plea of 

not guilty, or setting aside the verdict of guilty, or dismissing the accusation, information, or indictment. 

(b) Securing a license or registration by fraud, deceit, or misrepresentation on any application for licensure or 
registration submitted to the board, whether engaged in by an applicant for a license or registration, or by a 

licensee in support of any application for licensure or registration. 

(c) Administering to himself or herself any controlled substance or using of any of the dangerous drugs specified 

in Section 4022, or of any alcohol ic beverage to the extent, or in a manner, as to be dangerous or injurious to the 

person applying for a registration or license or holdi ng a registration or license under th is chapter, or to any other 

person, or to the public, or, to the extent that the use impairs the abil ity of the person applying for or holding a 

registration or license to conduct with safety to the public the practice au thorized by the registration or license. 

The board shall deny an application for a registration or license or revoke the license or registration of any 

person, other than one who is licensed as a physician and surgeon, who uses or offers to use drugs in the course 
of performing marriage and fam ily therapy services. 

(d) Gross negligence or incompetence in the per formance of marriage and family therapy. 

(e) Violating, attempting to v iolate, or conspiring to violate any of the provisions of th is chapter or any regulation 
adopted by the board. 

(f) Misrepresentation as to the type or status of a license or registration held by the person, or otherwise 

misrepresenting or permitt ing misrepresentation of his or her education, professional qual ifications, or 
professional affiliations to any person or entity. 

(g) Impersonation of another by any licensee, registrant, or applicant for a license or registration, or, in the case 
of a licensee, allowing any other person to use his or her license or registration. 
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(h) Aiding or abetting, or employing, directly or indirectly, any unlicensed or unregistered person to engage in 

conduct for which a license or registration is requ ired under this chapter. 

( i) Intentionally or recklessly causing physica l or emot ional harm to any client. 

(j) The commission of any dishonest, corrupt, or fraudulent act substantially related to the qualifications, 

functions, or duties of a licensee or registrant. 

(k) Engaging in sexual relations with a client, or a former client within two years fo llowing te rmination of therapy, 

soliciting sexual relations with a client, or committing an act of sexual abuse, or sexual misconduct with a client, 

or committing an act punishable as a sexually related crime, if that act or solicitation is substantially related to 

the qualifications, functions, or duties of a marriage and family therapist. 

(I) Performing, or holding oneself out as being able to perform, or offering to perform, or permitti ng any fft¼tfl€e 

or registered intern trainee, registered associate, or applicant under supervision to perform, any professional 

serv ices beyond the scope of the license authorized by this chapter. 

(m) Failure to maintain confidentiality, except as otherwise required or permitted by law, of all information that 

has been received from a client in confidence during the course of treatment and all information about the client 

that is obtained from tests or other means. 

(n) Prior to the commencement of treatment, fai ling to disclose to the client or prospective client the fee to be 

charged for the professional services, or the basis upon which that fee wi ll be computed. 

(o) Paying, accepting, or soliciting any consideration, compensation, or remuneration, whether monetary or 

otherwise, for the referral of professional clients. Al l consideration, compensation, or remuneration shall be in 

relation to profess ional counseling services actually provided by the licensee. Nothing in this subdivision shal l 

prevent collaboration among two or more licensees in a case or cases. However, no fee shall be charged for that 

collaboration, except when disclosure of the fee has been made in compliance with subdivision (n). 

(p) Advertising in a manner that is false, fraudulent, misleading, or deceptive, as defined in Section 651. 

(q) Reproduction or description in public, or in any publication subject to general publ ic distribution, of any 

psychological test or other assessment device, t he value of which depends in whole or in part on the naivete of 

the subject, in ways that might invalidate the test or device. 

(r) Any conduct in the supervision of any registered intern, associate cl inical socia l worlwr, or trainee ;issociate, 
trainee, or applicant by any licensee that violates this chapter or any ru les or regulations adopted by the board. 

(s) Performing or holding oneself out as being able to perform professional services beyond the scope of one's 

competence, as established by one's education, training, or experience. This subdivision shall not be construed to 

expand the scope of the license authorized by this chapter. 

(t) Permitting a trainee or registered intern t rainee, registered associate, or applicant under one's supervision or 
cont rol to perform, or permitting the tFa inee or registered intern trainee, registered associate, or applicant to 

hold himself or herself out as competent to perform, professional services beyond the trainee's or registered 

~ trainee 's, registered associate's, or applicant 's level of education, training, or experience. 

(u) The violation of any statute or regulation governing the gaining and supervision of experience required by th is 

chapter. 

(v) Fai lure to keep records consistent with sound clinical judgment, the standards of the profession, and the 

nature of the services being rendered. 

(w) Failure to comply with the ch ild abuse reporting requirements of Section 11166 of the Penal Code. 

(x) Failure to comply with the elder and dependent adult abuse reporting requirements of Section 15630 of the 

Welfare and Institutions Code. 

(y) Will ful violation of Chapter 1 (commencing with Section 123100) of Part 1 of Division 106 of the Health and 

Safety Code . 

(z) Failure to comply with Section 2290.5. 

(aa) (1) Engaging in an act described in Section 261, 286, 288a, or 289 of the Penal Code with a minor or an act 

described in Section 288 or 288.5 of the Penal Code regardless of whether the act occurred prior to or after the 

time the registration or license was issued by the board . An act described in this subdivision occurr ing prior to the 
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effective date of this subdivision shall constitute unprofessional conduct and shall subject the licensee to refusal, 
suspension, or revocation of a license under this section. 

(2) The Legislature hereby finds and declares that protection of the public, and in particular minors, from sexual 

misconduct by a licensee is a compelling governmental interest, and that the ability to suspend or revoke a 
license for sexual conduct with a minor occurring prior to the effective date of this section is equally im portant to 

protect ing the public as is t he ability to refuse a license for sexual conduct with a minor occurring prior to the 
effective date of th is section. 

(ab) Engaging in any conduct that subverts or attempts to subvert any licensing examination or the 

administration of an examination as described in Section 123. 

SEC. 16.SEC. 21. Section 4982.15 of the Business and Professions Code is amended to read: 

4982.15. (a) The board may place a license or reg istration on probation under the following circumstances: 

( 1) I n lieu of, or in addition to, any order of the board suspending or revoking the license or registration of any 
licensee or ~ associate. 

(2) Upon the issuance of a license to an individual who has been gu ilty of unprofessional conduct, but who had 

otherwise completed al l education and training and experience required for licensure. 

(3) As a condition upon the reissuance or reinstatement of any license that has been suspended or revoked by 

the board . 

(b) The board may adopt regu lations establish ing a monito ring program to ensure compliance with any terms or 

cond it ions of probation imposed by the board pursuant to subdiv ision (a). The cost of probation or monitoring 

may be ordered to be paid by the licensee, regist rant, or appl icant. 

(c) The board, in its discretion, may requ ire any licensee or registrant who has been placed on probation, or 
whose license or registration has been suspended, to obta in additional professional training, and to pass an 

examination upon complet ion of that training, and to pay any necessary examination fee. The examination may 
be written, oral, or a practical or clinical examination. 

SEC. 17.SEC. 22. Section 4984.01 of the Business and Professions Code is amended to read: 

4984.01 . (a) The associate marriage and family therapist iflteffl- reg istration shall expire one year from the last 
day of the month in which it was issued. 

(b) To renew the registration, the registrant sha ll, on or before the expiration date of the registra tion, complete 
all of the following actions: 

(1) Apply for renewal on a form prescr ibed by the board. 

(2) Pay a renewal fee prescribed by the board. 

(3) Participate in the Cal ifornia law and ethics examination pursuant to Section 4980.399 each year until 
successful completion of th is examination. 

(4) Notify the board whether he or she has been convicted, as defi ned in Section 490, of a misdemeanor or 

felony, and whether any disciplinary action has been taken against him or her by a regula tory or licensing board 

in this or any other state subsequent to the last renewal of the registration. 

(c) The registration may be renewed a maximum of five times. No registration shal l be renewed or reinstated 

beyond six years from the last day of the month during which it was issued, regardless of whether it has been 

revoked. When no further renewals are possible, an applicant may apply for and obta in a subsequent 

iffiem associate registration number if the applicant meets the educational requirements for registration in effect 

at the time of t he application for a subsequent tlffl;l'R associate registration number and has passed the Californ ia 

law and ethics examination described in Section 4980.399. An applicant who is issued a subsequent 

iffiem associate registration number pursuant to this subdivision shall not be employed or volunteer in a private 
practice. 

(d) This section shal l become operative on January 1, 2016. 

SEC . 18.SEC. 23. Section 4984. 7 of the Business and Professions Code is amended to read: 

4984.7. (a ) The board shall assess the following fees relating to the licensure of marriage and family t herapists: 
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(1) The application fee for an tffieff\ associate registration shall be seventy-five dollars ($75). 

(2) The renewal fee for an tffi€ffi associate reg istration shall be seventy-five dollars ($75) . 

(3) The fee for the application for examination eligibility shall be one hundred dollars ($ 100). 

(4) The fee for the clinical examination shall be one hundred dollars ($100). The fee for the California law and 

ethics examination shall be one hundred dollars ($ 100). 

(A) An applicant who fails to appear for an examination, after having been scheduled to take the examination, 

shall forfeit t he exami nation fee. 

(B) The amount of the examination fees shall be based on the actual cost to the board of developing, purchasing, 

and grading each exam ination and t he actual cost to the board of administering each examination. The 

examination fees shall be adjusted per iodically by regulation to reflect t he actual costs incurred by t he boa rd . 

(5) The fee for rescoring an examination shall be twenty dollars ($20) . 

(6) The fee for issuance of an in it ial license shall be a maximum of one hundred eighty dollars ($180). 

(7) The fee for license renewal shall be a maximum of one hundred eig hty dollars ($180). 

(8) The fee for inactive license renewal shall be a maxi mum of ninety dollars ($90). 

(9) The renewal delinquency fee shall be a maximum of ninety dollars ($90). A person who permits his or her 

license to expire is subject to the delinquency fee. 

( 10} The fee for issuance of a replacement registrat ion, license, or certificate shall be twenty dollars ($20} . 

( 11) The fee for issuance of a certificate or letter of good standing shall be twenty-five dollars ($25). 

(12) The fee for issuance of a retired license shall be forty dollars ($40) . 

(b) With regard to license, examination, and other fees, the board shall establish fee amounts at or below the 

maximum amounts specified in this chapter. 

(c) This section sha ll become operative on January 1, 2016. 

SEC. 24. Section 4992. 05 of the Business and Professions Code is amended to read: 

4992.05. (a) Effect ive January 1, 2016, a registrant or an applicant for licensure as a clinical social worker shall 

pass the followi ng two examinations as prescribed by the board : 

( 1) A Californ ia law and eth ics exami nation. 

(2) A clinical examination . 

(b) Upon regist ration with the board, an associate c linical social worker registrant shall, within the first year of 

registration, take an examination on California law and ethics. 

(c) A registrant or an applicant for licensure may take the cl inical exami nation only upon meeting all of the 

fol lowi ng requ irements: 

(1) Completion of all education requirements. 

(2) Passage of the California law and eth ics examinat ion. 

(3) Completion of all required superv ised work experience. 

(d) This section shall become operative on January 1, 2016. 

SEC. 25. Section 4992. 09 of the Business and Professions Code is amended to read: 

4992.09. (a) Except as provided in subdivision (a) of Sect ion 4992.07, an applicant and reg istrant shall obtain a 

passing score on a board-administered California law and ethics examination in order to qualify for licensure. 

(b) A registrant shall participate in a board-adm inistered Cal ifornia law and ethics examination prior to his or her 

registration renewal. 
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(c) Notwithstanding subdivision (b), an appl ica nt who holds a reg istration eligible for renewal, with an expiration 

date no later than June 30, 2016, and who applies for renewa l of that registration bet ween January 1, 2016, and 

June 30, 2016, shall, if eligible, be allowed to renew the registration without first participating in the California 

law and eth ics examination. These applicants shal l participate in the California law and ethics exam ination in the 

next renewal cycle, and shall pass the examination prior to licensure or issuance of a subsequent registration 
number, as specified in this section. 

(d) If an applicant fails the California law and ethics examination, he or she may retake the examination, upon 

payment of the requi red fees, without further application except for as provided in subdivision (e). 

(e) If a registrant fai ls to obtain a passing score on the California law and ethics examination described in 
subdivision (a) within his or her renewal period on or after the operative date of this section, he or she shall 

complete, at a minimum, a 12-hour course in Cal ifornia law and ethics in order to be eligible to participate in the 

Californ ia law and ethics examination. Registrants shall only take the 12-hour California law and ethics course 

once during a renewal period. The 12-hour law and eth ics course required by th is section shall be taken through a 

cont inuing education provider, as specified by the board by regulation, a cou nty, state or governmental entity, or 
a college or university. 

(f) The board shall not issue a subsequent registration number unless the registraAt Jpplicant has passed the 
California law and ethics examination. 

(g) Notwithstanding subdivision (f), an appl icant who holds or has held a registration, with an expiration date no 

later than January 1, 2017, and who applies for a subsequent registration number between January 1, 2016, and 
January 1, 2017, shall, if eligible, be allowed to obta in the subsequent registration number without first passing 

the California law and ethics examination . These appl icants shall pass the California law and ethics examination 
during the next renewa l period or prior to licensure, whichever occurs first. 

(h) This section shall become operative on January 1, 2016. 

SeC. 19.SEC. 26. Section 4992. 3 of the Business and Professions Code is amended to read: 

4992.3. The board may deny a license or a reg istration, or may suspend or revoke the license or registration of a 

licensee or reg istrant if he or she has been guilty of unprofessional conduct. Unprofessional conduct includes, but 
is not limited to, the following: 

(a) The conviction of a crime substantial ly related to the qualifications, functions, or duties of a licensee or 
registrant under this chapter. The record of conviction shall be conclusive evidence only of the fact that the 

conviction occurred . Tl1e board may inquire into the circumstances surrounding the commission of the crime in 
order to fix the degree of discipline or to determine if the conviction is substantially related to the qualifications, 

functions, or duties of a licensee or registrant under this chapter. A plea or verdict of guilty or a conviction 
following a plea of nolo contendere made to a charge substantia lly related to the qual ifications, functions, or 

duties of a licensee or registrant under th is chapter is a conviction within the meaning of th is section. The board 
may order any license or registration suspended or revoked, or may decl ine to issue a license or registration 

when the time for appeal has elapsed, or the judgment of conviction has been affirmed on appeal, or, when an 

order granting probation is made suspending the imposition of sentence, irrespective of a subsequent order under 

Sect ion 1203.4 of the Penal Code allowing the person to withdraw a plea of guilty and enter a plea of not guilty, 

or setting aside the verdict of guilty, or dismissing the accusation, information, or indictment. 

(b) Securing a license or regist ration by fraud, deceit, or misrepresentation on any application for licensure or 

registrat ion submitted to the board, whether engaged in by an appl ica nt for a license or regist ration, or by a 
licensee in support of any application for licensure or registration. 

(c) Administering to himself or herself any controlled substance or using any of the dangerous drugs specified in 

Section 4022 or any alcoholic beverage to the extent, or in a manner, as to be dangerous or injurious to the 

person applying for a regist ration or license or holding a registration or license under th is chapter, or to any other 

person, or to the public, or, to the extent that the use impairs the ability of the person applying for or holding a 

registration or license to conduct with safety to the public the practice authorized by the registration or license. 

The board shall deny an application for a registration or license or revoke the license or registration of any person 

who uses or offers to use drugs in the course of performing clinical social work. Th is provision does not apply to 

any person also licensed as a physician and surgeon under Chapter 5 (commencing with Section 2000) or the 

Osteopathic Act who lawfully prescribes drugs to a pat ient under his or her care. 

(d) I ncompetence in the performance of clin ical social work. 
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(e) An act or omission that fa lls sufficiently below the standard of conduct of the profess ion as to constitute an act 

of gross negligence. 

(f) Violating, attempting to violate, or conspiring to violate this chapter or any regu lation adopted by the board . 

(g) Misrepresentation as to the type or status of a license or reg istration held by the person, or otherwise 

misrepresenting or permitting misrepresentation of his or her education, professional qualifications, or 

profess ional affiliations to any person or entity. For purposes of this subdivision, this misrepresentation includes, 

but is not limited to, misrepresentation of the person's qualifications as an adoption service provider pursuant to 

Section 8502 of the Fami ly Code. 

(h) I mpersonation of another by any licensee, registrant, or appl icant for a license or registration, or , in the case 

of a licensee, allowing any other person to use his or her license or regist ra tion. 

(i ) Aid ing or abetting or employing, directly or indirectly, any unlicensed or unregistered person to engage in 

conduct for which a license or registration is required under this chapter. 

(j) Intentionally or recklessly causing phys ical or emotional harm to any client. 

(k) The commission of any dishonest, corrupt, or fraudulent act substantial ly related to the qual ifications, 

functions, or duties of a licensee or reg istrant. 

(I) Engaging in sexual relations with a client or with a former cl ient with in two years from the termination date of 

therapy with the client, sol iciting sexual relations with a client , or committing an act of sexual abuse, or sexual 

misconduct with a client, or committing an act punishable as a sexual ly related crime, if that act or solicitation is 

substantially related to the qualifications, functions, or duties of a clin ical social worker. 

(m) Performing, or holding one's self oneself out as being able to perform, or offer ing to perform or permitting, 
any registered assoeiate elin ieal soeia l worlmF OF intern ::,ssociate, trainee, or applicant under supervision to 

perform any professional services beyond the scope of one's competence, as established by one's edueation, 

t raining, oF e11perience. This subdi'>'ision shall not be eonstFued to e11pand the seope of t he the license authorized 

by this chapter. 

( n) Fai lure to maintain confidentiality, except as otherwise required or permitted by law, of all information that 

has been received from a client in confidence during the course of treatment and all information about the cl ient 

that is obtained from tests or other means. 

(o) Prior to the commencement of treatment, fa iling to disclose to the client or prospecti ve client the fee to be 

charged for the professional services, or the basis upon wh ich that fee will be com puted. 

(p) Paying, accepting, or soliciting any cons ideration, compensation, or remuneration, whether monetary or 

otherwise, for the referral of professional cl ients . All consideration, compensation, or remuneration shall be in 

relation to professional counseling services actually provided by the licensee. Nothing in th is subdivision shal l 

prevent collaboration among two or more licensees in a case or cases. However, no fee shall be charged for that 

collaboration, except when disclosure of the fee has been made in compliance with subdiv ision (o). 

(q) Advert ising in a manner that is false, fraudulent, misleading, or deceptive, as defined in Section 651. 

(r) Reproduction or description in public, or in any publication subject to general public distribution, of any 

psychological test or other assessment device, the value of wh ich depends in whole or in part on the naivete of 

the subject, in ways that might inval idate the test or device. A licensee sha ll limit access to that test or device to 

persons with professional interest who are expected to safeguard its use. 

(s) Any conduct in the supervision of any registered associate clinical social worker, tflteffi; associate, or trainee 

by any licensee that violates th is chapter or any rules or regulations adopted by the board. 

(t) Performing or holding oneself out as being able to perform professional services beyond the scope of one's 
competence, as established by one's education, training, or experience. This subdivision shall not be construed to 

expand the scope of the license authorized by this chapter. 

(u) Permitting an applicant for licensure, trainee, or registrant under one's supervision or control to perform, or 

permitting the supervisee to hold himself or herself out as competent to perform, professional services beyond 

the supervisee's level of educat ion, training, or experience. 

(v) The violation of any law or regulation governing the gaining or supervision of experience required by this 

chapter. 
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~ ( w) Failure to keep records consistent with sound clinical judgment, the standards of the profession, and the 

nature of the services being rendered. 

M (x) Failure to comply witl1 the ch ild abuse reporting requirements of Section 11166 of the Penal Code. 

M (y) Failure to comply with the elder and dependent adult abuse reporting requirements of Section 15630 of 

the Welfare and Institutions Code. 

fwt (z) Willful violation of Chapter 1 (commencing with Section 123100) of Part 1 of Division 106 of the Health 

and Safety Code. 

W (aa) Failure to comply with Section 2290.5. 

M (ab) (1) Engaging in an act described in Section 261, 286, 288a, or 289 of the Penal Code with a minor or an 

act described in Section 288 or 288.5 of the Penal Code regardless of whether the act occurred prior to or after 

the time the registration or license was issued by the board. An act described in this subdivision occurring prior to 

the effective date of th is subdivision shall constitute unprofessional conduct and shall subject the licensee to 

refusal, suspension, or revocation of a license under this section. 

(2) The Legislature hereby finds and declares that protection of the publ ic, and in particular minors, from sexual 

misconduct by a licensee is a compell ing governmental interest, and that the abi lity to suspend or revoke a 

license for sexual conduct with a minor occurring prior to the effective date of this section is equally important to 

protecting the public as is the ability to refuse a license for sexual conduct with a minor occurring prior to the 

effective date of th is section. 

W (ac) Engaging in any conduct that subverts or attempts to subvert any licensing examination or the 

administration of the examination as described in Section 123. 

SEC. 20 .SEC. 27. Section 4996.17 of the Business and Professions Code is amended to read: 

4996.17. (a) (1) Experience gained outside of Cal ifornia shall be accepted toward the licensure requirements if it is 

substantia lly the equivalent of the requirements of this chapter. 

(2) Commencing January 1, 2014, an applicant with education gained outside of California shall complete an 18

hour course in California law and professional eth ics. The content of the course shall include, but not be limited 

to, the following : advertising, scope of practice, scope of competence, treatment of minors, confidentiality, 

dangerous patients, psychotherapist-patient privilege, recordkeeping, patient access to records, state and federal 

laws re lated to confidentiality of patient health information, dual relationships, chi ld abuse, elder and dependent 

adult abuse, online therapy, insurance reimbursement, civil liabi lity, disciplinary actions and unprofessional 

conduct, ethics complaints and eth ical standards, termination of therapy, standards of care, relevant family law, 

therapist disclosures to patients, differences in legal and ethical standards in different types of work settings, and 

licensing law and process. 

(b) The board may issue a license to any person who, at the time of application, holds a valid active clinical social 

work license issued by a board of clinical socia l work examiners or corresponding authority of any state, if the 
person passes, or has passed, the licensing examinations as specified in Section 4996.1 and pays the required 

fees. Issuance of the license is cond itioned upon all of the following: 

(1) The applicant has supervised experience that is substantially the equiva lent of that required by this chapter. If 
the applicant has less than 3;-2-00 3, 000 hours of qualifying supervised experience, t ime actively licensed as a 

clin ical social worker shall be accepted at a rate of 100 hours per month up to a maximum of 1,200 hours. 

(2) Completion of the following coursework or train ing in or out of th is state: 

(A) A minimum of seven contact hours of training or coursework in child abuse assessment and reporting as 
specified in Section 28, and any regulations promulgated thereunder. 

(B) A minimum of 10 contact hours of training or coursework in human sexuality as specified in Section 25, and 

any regulations promulgated thereunder. 

(C) A minimum of 15 contact hours of train ing or coursework in alcohol ism and other chemical substance 

dependency, as specified by regulation. 

(D) A minimum of 15 contact hours of coursework or tra ining in spousal or partner abuse assessment, detect ion, 

and intervention strategies. 
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(3) Commencing January 1, 2014, completion of an 18-hour course in Ca lifornia law and professional eth ics. The 

content of the course sha ll include, but not be limited to, the following : advertising, scope of practice, scope of 
competence, trea tment of minors, confident ia lity, dangerous patients, psychotherapist-patient privilege, 

recordkeeping, patient access to records, state and federa l laws related to confidentiality of patient health 
information, dual re lationships, child abuse, elder and dependent adult abuse, online therapy, insurance 

reimbursement, civil liability, disciplinary actions and unprofessional conduct , ethics complai nts and ethical 

standards, termination of therapy, standards of care, relevant fami ly law, therapist disclosures to patients, 

differences in legal and ethical standards in different types of work settings, and licensing law and process. 

(4) The applicant's license is not suspended, revoked, restr icted, sanctioned, or voluntari ly surrendered in any 

state. 

(5) The appl icant is not currently under investigation in any ot her state, and has not been charged with an 

offense for any act su bstantially related to the practice of social work by any public agency, entered into any 

consent agreement or been subject to an administrative decision t hat contains conditions placed by an agency 

upon an appl icant's profess ional conduct or practice, including any voluntary surrender of license, or been the 

subject of an adverse judgment resulting from the practice of social work that the board determines constitutes 

evidence of a pattern of incompetence or negligence. 

(6) The applicant shall provide a certification from each state where he or she holds a license pertaining to 

licensure, disciplinary action, and complaints pending. 

(7) The appl ican t is not subject to denial of licensure under Section 480, 4992.3, 4992.35, or 4992.36. 

(c) The board may issue a license to any person who, at the t ime of application, holds a va lid, active clinica l socia l 

work license issued by a board of clinical socia l work examiners or a corresponding authority of any state, if the 
person has held that license for at least four years immediately preceding the date of application, the person 

passes, or has passed, the licensing examinations as specified in Section 4996. 1, and the person pays the 
required fees . Issuance of the license is conditioned upon all of the following: 

(1) Completion of the following coursework or training in or out of state: 

(A) A minimum of seven contact hours of training or cou rsework in child abuse assessment and reporting as 

specified in Section 28, and any regu lations promulgated thereunder. 

(B) A minimum of 10 contact hours of tra ining or cou rsework in human sexuality as specified in Section 25, and 
any regu lations promu lgated thereu nder. 

(C) A minimum of 15 contact hours of t rain ing or coursework in alcoholism and other chemical substance 

dependency, as seecified by regulation. 

(D) A minimum of 15 contact hours of coursework or t raining in spousa l or partner abuse assessment, detect ion, 

and intervention strategies. 

(2) Commencing January 1, 2014, complet ion of an 18-hour course in California law and professional ethics. The 

content of the course shall include, but not be limited to, the following: advertising, scope of practice, scope of 
competence, treatment of minors, confident ial ity, dangerous patients, psychotherapist-pa tient privi lege, 

recordkeeping, patient access to records, state and federal laws related to confidentia lity of patient health 

information, dual relationships, child abuse, elder and dependent adult abuse, online therapy, insurance 

reimbursement, civil liabil ity, disciplinary actions and unprofessional conduct, ethics complaints and eth ica l 

standards, termination of therapy, standards of care, relevant family law, therapist disclosures to patients, 

differences in legal and ethical standards in different types of work settings, and licensing law and process. 

(3) The applicant has been licensed as a clinical social worker continuously for a m inimum of four years prior to 

the date of a ppl ica tion. 

(4) The applicant's license is not suspended, revoked, restrict ed, sanctioned, or voluntarily surrendered in any 

state. 

(5) The applicant is not currently under investigation in any other state, and has not been charged with an 

offense for any act substantially related to the practice of social work by any public agency, entered into any 

consent agreement or been subject to an administr ative decision that contains conditions placed by an agency 

upon an applicant's professional conduct or practice, including any voluntary su rrender of license, or been the 

subject of an adverse judgment resulting from the practice of social work that the board determines constitutes 

evidence of a pattern of incompetence or negligence. 
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(6) The applicant provides a certification from each state where he or she holds a license pertaining to licensure, 
disciplinary action, and complaints pending. 

(7) The applicant is not subject to denial of licensure under Section 480, 4992.3, 4992 .35, or 4992.36. 

(d) Commencing January 1, 2016, an appl icant who obta ined his or her license or registration under another 

jurisdiction may apply for licensure with the board without taking the clinical examinat ion specified in Section 

4996. 1 if the applicant obtained a passing score on the licensing examination set forth in regulation as accepted 
by the board. 

SlaC 21.SEC. 28. Section 4996.18 of the Business and Professions Code is amended to read: 

4996.18. (a) A person who wishes to be cred ited with experience toward licensure requirements shall register with 

the board as an associate clinical social worker prior to obtaining that exper ience. The application shall be made 
on a form prescribed by the board. 

(b) An appl icant for registration shall satisfy the following requirements: 

(1) Possess a master's degree from an accredited school or department of social work. 

(2) Have committed no crimes or acts constituting grounds for denial of licensure under Section 480. 

(3) Commencing January 1, 2014, have completed training or coursework, which may be embedded within more 

than one course, in Californ ia law and professional eth ics for clinical social workers, including instruction in all of 
the following areas of study: 

(A) Contemporary professional eth ics and statutes, regu lations, and court decisions that delineate the scope of 
practice of clinical social work. 

(B) The therapeutic, clin ical, and practical considerations involved in the legal and ethical practice of clinical social 
work, including, but not limited to, fam ily law. 

(C) The current legal patterns and trends in the mental health professions. 

(D) The psychotherapist-patient privi lege, confidentiality, dangerous patients, and the treatment of minors with 
and without parental consent. 

(E) A recognition and exploration of the relationship between a practitioner's sense of self and human values, and 
his or her professional behavior and ethics. 

(F) Differences in legal and eth ical standards for different types of work settings. 

(G) Licensing law and process. 

(c) An applicant who possesses a master 's degree from a school or department of social work that is a candidate 

fo r accreditation by the Commission on Accreditation of the Council on Social Work Education shall be eligible, 

and shall be required, to register as an associate clinical social worker in order to gain experience toward 

licensure if the applicant has not committed any crimes or acts that constitute grounds for denial of licensure 

under Section 480. That applicant shall not, however, be eligible to take the clinical examination unti l the school 

or department of social work has received accreditation by the Commission on Accreditation of the Counci l on 
Social Work Education. 

(d) All appllcaAt:s aAd Fe§istFaAts shall be at all tiA1es tJAdeF the stiper,,1s10A of a stipervisor who shall be 

FespoAsible for eAStJFiA§ that the e)(teAt, l<iAd, and qtialit•t of cotiAsel in§ perfoFAled is consistent with the tFainin§ 

and e>EpeFieAce of the peFson bein§ stipeFvised, and who shall be responsible to the board for coA1pliaAce with all 
laws, Ftiles, aAd Fe§ti lations §O'o'ern in§ the pFactice of clinical secial 'lt'OFlc. 

(e) /\Ry e)(perience ebtaiAed tJAder the stipeFvision of a spotise or Felati•,·e by bleed er AlaFFia§e shall not be 

ci:eeited towaFd the Feq tiiFed hotJFS of stiper,,ised e><peFience. Any e><peFieAce obta ined tJAdeF the stipervisioA of a 

stipervisOF with whoAl the applicant has a peFsonal FelatioAship that tindeFAl iAes the atithOFity OF effectiveAess of 

the StipeFYisioA shall Aot be cFedited towaFd the Feqtiired hotiFS of stipeFvised experieAce. 

fFt ( d) An appl icant who possesses a master's degree from an accredited school or department of social work 

shall be able to apply experience the applicant obtained during the time the accredited school or department was 

in ca ndidacy status by the Commission on Accreditation of the Counci l on Social Work Education toward the 
licensure requirements, if the exper ience meets the requirements of Section 4996.23. This subdivision shall apply 

retroactively to persons who possess a master's degree from an accredited school or department of social work 
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and who obtained experience during the time the accredited school or department was in candidacy status by the 

Commission on Accreditation of the Council on Social Work Education. 

w} (e) An appl ica nt for registration or licensure t rained in an educat ional institution outside the United States 

shall demonstrate to the satisfaction of the board that he or she possesses a master's of social work degree that 
is equivalent to a master 's degree issued from a school or department of socia l work that is accredited by the 

Commission on Accreditation of the Counci l on Socia l Work Educat ion. These applicants shall provide the board 

with a comprehens ive evaluat ion of the degree and shall provide any other documentation the board deems 

necessary. The board has the authori ty to make the final determination as to whether a degree meets al l 

requ irements, including, bu t not limited to, course requirements regardless of evaluation or accreditation. 

W (f) A reg istraAt shall Aet pre•, jde cl iAieal seeial weFI< seF'o"iees te the publ ie fer a fee, meAetaF',' er etherwise, 

Cl(Eept as aA emple.,.ee . All applicants and registrants shall be at all times under the supervision of a supervisor 
who shall be responsible for ensuring that the ex tent, kind, and quality of counseling performed is consistent with 
the training and experience of the person being supervised and who shall be responsible to the board for 
compliance with all laws, rules, and regulations governing the practice of clinical social work. 

f8 (g) A registraAt A// applicants and registrants shall inform each client or patient prior to performing any 

professiona l services that he or she is unlicensed and is under the supervision of a licensed professional. 

SEC. 29. Section 4996.20 is added to the Business and Professions Code, to read: 

4996.20. (a) "Supervisor," as used in this chapter, means an individual who meets the requirements set forth in 

this chapter and by regulation. The requirements include, but are not limited to, all of the following: 

(1) Has been actively licensed in this state or has held an active equivalent license in any other state as a 
licensed professional clinical counselor, licensed marriage and family therapist, licensed clinical psychologist, 
licensed clinical social worker, or licensed physician and surgeon who is certified in psychiatry by the American 
Board of Psychiatry and Neurology, for at least two years of the past five years immediately prior to commencing 

any supervision . 

(2) Has practiced psychotherapy or provided direct clinical supervision of associate clinical social workers, 
associate marriage and family therapists or trainees, or associate professional clinical counselors, who perform 
psychotherapy, for at least two years within the five-year period immediately preceding any supervision. 
Supervision of social work students enrolled in an accredited master's or doctoral program who perform 
psychotherapy or professional clinical counselor trainees who perform psychotherapy shall be accepted toward the 
required two years if the supervision provided to the students is substantially equivalent to the supervision 

required for registrants. 

(3) Has received professional training in supervision as specified in this chapter and by regulation. 

(4) Has not provided therapeutic services to the supervisee. 

(5) Has and maintains a current and active California license that is not under suspension or probation. 

(6) Complies with supervision requirements established by this chapter and by board regulations. 

(b) "Supervision," for purposes of this chapter, means responsibility for, and control of, the quality of services 
being provided by the supervisee. Consultation or peer discussion shall not be considered supervision and shall 

not qualify as supervised experience. 

(c) Supervision includes, but is not limited to, all of the following: 

(1) Ensuring that the extent, kind, and quality of counseling performed is consistent with the education, training, 

and experience of the supervisee. 

(2) Monitoring and evaluating the supervisee 's assessment, diagnosis, and treatment decisions and providing 

regular feedback. 

(3) Monitoring and evaluating the supervisee's ability to provide services to the particular clientele being served 

at the site or sites where he or she will be practicing. 

(4) Monitoring for and addressing clinical dynamics, including, but not limited to, countertransference-, 
intrapsychic-, interpersonal-, or trauma-related issues that may affect the supervisory or the pract itioner-patient 

relationship. 

(5) Ensuring the supervisee's compliance with laws and regulations governing the practice of clinical social work. 
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(6) Reviewing the supervisee's progress notes, process notes, and other patient treatment records, as deemed 
appropriate by the supervisor. 

(7) With the client's written consent, providing direct observation or review of audio or video recordings of the 
supervisee's counseling or therapy, as deemed appropriate by the supervisor. 

SEC. 30. Section 4996.21 is added to the Business and Professions Code, to read: 

4996.21. The board shall have the right to audit the records of any supervisor to verify the completion of the 

supervisor qualifications specified by this chapter and by regulation. A supervisor shall maintain records of 

completion of the required supervisor qualifications for a period of seven years after termination of supervision 
and shall make these records available to the board for auditing purposes upon request. 

SlaC, 24 .SEC. 31. Section 4996 .23 of the Business and Professions Code is amended to read: 

4996.23. {a) To qualify for licensure as specified in Section 4996.2, each applicant shal l complete ~ 3,000 

hours of post-master's degree supervised experience related to the practice of clinical social wefk.,- work under a 

supervisor who meets the qualificat ions in Section 4996.20. Experience shall not be gained until the applicant is 

actively registered as an associate clinical social worker. The experience shall comply with the fol lowing : 

{1) At least 1,700 hours shall be gained under the supervision of a licensed cli nical social worker. The remaining 

required supervised experience may be gained under the supervision of a licensed mental health prnfessional 

acceptable to the board: as defined b·1• a re€jtJlation adopted by the board. supervisor holding any of the license 
types listed as acceptable in this chapter. 

(2 ) A minimum of 2,00 0 hours in clin ica l psychosocial diagnosis, assessment, and treatment , including 
psychotherapy or counseling. 

(3) A maximum of ~ 1,000 hours in client centered advocacy, consultation, evaluation, research, direct 
supervisor contact, and workshops, seminars, training sessions, or confe rences directly related to cl in ical social 
work that have been approved by the applicant 's supervisor. 

(4) Of the 2,000 clinica l hours required in paragraph (2), no less than 750 hours sha ll be face-to-face individual 
or group psychotherapy provided to clients in the context of cl in ical social work services. 

(5) A m inimum of two years of supervised exper ience is req uired to be obtained over a per iod of not less than 
104 weeks and shall have been gained within the six years immediately preceding the date on which the 
application for licensure was #leEh received by the board. 

(6) Experience shal l not be credited for more than 40 hours in any week . 

(b) An indi.,.idtJal who stJbmits an application fer el<amination eli!;!ibility between JantJary 1, 2016, and December 

31 , 2020 , may alternati'rely qtJalify tJnder the ei1perience reqtJifements that were in place on JantJary 1, 2015. 

(c) "StJper\1ision" means responsibility for, and control of, the qtJalit'( of clinical social worlc services bein€1 
pro·~ided . ConstJltation or peer disrnssion shall not be considered to be stJpervision . 

(d) (1) Prior to the commencernent of stJper.,.ision, a StJper.,.isor shall cemply with all reqtJirernents entJmerated in 

Section 1870 of Title 16 of the Califern ia Code of Re€1tJ lations and shall sign tJnder pena lty of perjtJF'f the 
"Responsibilit•( Statement fer StJpeF'iisors of an Associate Clinica l Social Worlcer" ferm . 

(2 ) StJpeP, ised el<perience shal l include at least one hour of direct super.,.isor contact fer a minimum of 104 

weelcs. For purposes of this stJbdi•rision, "one hour of direct supervisor contact" means one hour per weel< of face 

~o face contact on an indMdual basis or twe hours of face to face eentact in a €jroup conducted within the same 
week as the hours claimed. 

f3t (7) An associate shall receive at least one additional hour of direct supeFllisor contact for every weelc in which 

rnore than 10 heurs of face to face psychotherapy is performed in each setting i1~ which el<perience is gained. No 

more than six hours of supervision, whether individual or grou p, shall be credited during any single week. 

f4t (b) Super,•ision shall include at least one hour of direct supervisor contact durin!;I each weel< for which 

C*perience is gained in each worl< setting . SupeF'iision is t:tot required for ei1perience €jained attending •n·orlcshops, 

seminars, training sessions, or conferences as described in paragraph (3) of subdivision (a) . An individual who 

submits an applicat ion for licensure between January 1, 2016, and December 31, 2020, may alternatively qualify 

under the experience requirements of this section that were in place on January 1, 2015. 
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f!>t (c) The six hours of supervision that may be credited during any single week pursuant to paragraph ~ ( 7) 

of subdivision (a) shal l apply only to supervision hours gained on or after January 1, 2010. 

(6) Group supervision shall be pro•tided in a group of not R'lOFC than eight super~·isees and shall be proYided in 

segments lasting no less than one continuous hour. 

(7) Of the 104 weels of required superYision, S2 wee lcs shall be ineli~·tdual superYision, and of the S2 weelcs of 

required indi•,•idual superYis ion, not less than 13 weelcs sha ll be superYised by a licensed cliflica l social worlcer. 

(8) Notwithstanding paragraph (2), an associate clinical social worlcer worlcing for a goYernfflentaf entity, school, 
co llege, or university, or an institution that is both a nonprofit and charitable institution, R'lay obta i.n the required 

weekly direct supervisor contact ,·ia live two 'IW 'f •videoconferencing. The super,·isor shall be responsible for 

ensuring that client confidentiality is preseP,ed. 

(e) The supervisor afld the associate shall ele,·elop a superYisory plan that describes the goals and objecti·,es of 

supervision . These goals shall include the ongoing assessment of strengths and lim itations and the assurance of 

practice in accordance with the laws and regu lations . The associate shall submit to the board the initia l orig inal 

superYisory plan upon application for licensure. 

(f) experience sha ll only be gained in a setting Hiat meets both of the following: 

(1) LawfuHy and regularly provides clinical social work, mental health counse ling, or psychotherapy. 

(2) ProYides o·,·ersight to ensure that the associate 's worlc at the setting R'leets the e><perience and superYision 

requ irefflents set forth in th is chapter and is within the scope of practice for the profession as defined in Section 

4-9%,-9-,, 

(g) E>cper!ence shall not be gained until the applicant has been registered as an associate clinical social worlcer. 

(h) ER'lp lo'ffflent in a private practice as defined in subdiYision (i) shall not cornfflence unti l H~e applicant has been 

registered as an associate clin ical social 'NOrlcer. 

(i) A private practice setting is a sett ing that is owned by a licensed clinical socia l worlECr, a licensed R'larriage and 

fafflily therapist, a licensed psychologist, a licensed professional cl inical counselor, a licensed. ph·t sician and 

surgeon, or a professional corporation of any of those licensed professiofls. 

U) Associates shall not be emplo·ted as independent contractors, and shall not gain e>cperience fer work 

performeel as an independent contractor, reported on an IRS Form 1099, or both. 

(le) If Yo lunteering, the associate shall prov ide tRe l:lOard with a letter froffl his or Rer CR'lployer Yerifying his or 

her voluntary status upon application for licensure. 

(I) If efflp loyed, the associate sha ll proYide the board with copies of his or her 'A' 2 ta>E forms for each year of 

experience claimed upon application for licensure. 

(rn) While an associate may be either a 13aid emplo·ree or volunteer, ernplo·ters are encouraged to pro,·ide fair 

reffluneration to associates. 

(n) An associate shall not do the following : 

(1) ReceiYe any reffluneration froffl patients or clients and shall on ly be paid by his or Rer emplo·ter. 

(2) HaYe any proprietary interest in the emplo·ter's business. 

(3) Lease or rent space, pay for furnisRings, equ ipR'lent, or supplies, or in any other way pay for the obligations of 

his or Rer employer. 

(o) An associate, ·1,·hether employed or vo lunteering, R'lay obtain superYision from a person not employed b",' the 

associate 's employer if that person Ras signed a written agreement witR the emplo•1er t o take supervisOF'f 

responsibility for the associate's socia l worlc seF'rices. 

(p) PJotwithstanding an·t otRer proYision of la'n', associates and applicants for examination shall recei~·e a 

minirnuR'l of one Rour of superYision per weelc for each setting in whicR he or she is worlcing. 

SEC. 32. Section 4996.23.1 is added to the Business and Professions Code, to read: 

4996.23.1. (a) For purposes of this chapter, "one hour of direct supervisor contact" means any of the following: 
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(1) Individual supervision, which means one hour of face-to-face contact between one supervisor and one 
supervisee. 

(2) Triadic supervision, which means one hour of face-to-face contact between one supervisor and two 
supervisees. 

(3) Group supervision, which means two hours of face-to-face contact between one supervisor and no more than 
eight supervisees. Segments of group supervision may be split into no less than one continuous hour. 

(b) Except for experience gained by attending workshops, seminars, training sessions, or conferences, as 
described in paragraph (3) of subdivision (a) of Section 4996.23, supervision shall include at least one hour of 
direct supervisor contact in each week for which experience is credited in each work setting. An associate clinical 
social worker gaining experience shall receive at least one additional hour of direct supervisor contact in ·every 
week in which more than 10 hours of face-to-face psychotherapy is performed in each setting. 

(c) Direct supervisor contact shall occur within the same week as the hours claimed. 

(d) Of the 104 weeks of required supervision, 52 weeks shall be individual supervision, triadic supervision, or a 
combination of both. 

(e) Of the 52 weeks of required individual or triadic supervision, no less than 13 weeks shall be supervised by a 
licensed clinical social worker. 

(f) When conducting group supervision, the supervisor shall ensure that the amount and degree of supervision is 
appropriate for each supervisee. 

(g) Notwithstanding subdivision (a), an associate clinical social worker working for a governmental entity, a 
school, a college, a university, or an institution that is both nonprofit and charitable may obtain the required 
weekly direct supervisor contact via two-way, real-time videoconferencing. The supervisor shall be responsible for 
ensuring compliance with state and federal law relating to confidentiality of patient health information. 

(h) Notwithstanding any other Jaw, once the required number of experience hours are gained, an associate clinical 
social worker or applicant for licensure shall receive a minimum of one hour of direct supervisor contact per week 

for each setting in which direct clinical counseling is performed. Once the required number of experience hours 
are gained, further supervision for nonclinical practice, as defined in paragraph (3) of subdivision (a) of Section 
4996.23, shall be at the supervisor's discretion. 

SEC. 33. Section 4996.23.2 is added to the Business and Professions Code, to read: 

4996.23.2. (a) An associate clinical social worker or applicant shall only perform services as an employee or as a 
volunteer. The requirements of this chapter regarding gaining hours of experience and supervision shall apply 
equally to employees and volunteers. An associate or applicant shall not perform any services or gain any 
experience within the scope of practice of the profession, as defined in Section 4996. 9, as an independent 
contractor. 

(1) If employed, an associate shall provide the board with copies of the corresponding W-2 tax forms for each 
year of experience claimed upon application for licensure. 

(2) If volunteering, an associate shall provide the board with a Jetter from his or her employer verifying the 
associate's status as a volunteer during the dates the experience was gained. This Jetter shall be provided to the 
board upon application for licensure. 

(b) "Private practice, " for purposes of this chapter, is defined as a setting owned by a licensed clinical social 
worker, a licensed marriage and family therapist, a licensed psychologist, a licensed professional clinical 
counselor, a licensed physician and surgeon, or a professional corporation of any of those licensed professions. 

( c) Employment in a private practice shall not commence until the applicant has been registered as an associate 
clinical social worker. 

(d) Experience shall only be gained in a setting that meets both of the following: 

(1) Lawfully and regularly provides clinical social work, mental health counseling, or psychotherapy. 

(2) Provides oversight to ensure that the associate's work at the setting meets the experience and supervision 

requirements set forth in this chapter and is within the scope of practice for the profession as defined in Section 
4996.9. 
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(e) While an associate clinical social worker may be either a paid employee or a volunteer, employers are 

encouraged to provide fair remuneration. 

(f) Only experience gained in the position for which the associate clinical social worker volunteers or is employed 

shall qualify as supervised experience. 

(g) Any experience obtained under the supervision of a spouse or relative by blood or marriage shall not be 
credited toward the required hours of supervised experience. Any experience obtained under the supervision of a 
supervisor with whom the applicant has had or currently has a personal, professional, or business relationship 
that undermines the authority or effectiveness of the supervision shall not be credited toward the required hours 

ofsupervised experience. 

(h) An associate or applicant shall not do any of the following: 

(1) Receive any remuneration from patients or clients and shall only be paid by his or her employer. 

(2) Have any proprietary interest in his or her employer's business. 

(3) Lease or rent space, pay for furnishings, equipment, or supplies, or in any other way pay for the obligations of 

his or her employer. 

(i) An associate clinical social worker or applicant for licensure who provides voluntary services in any lawful work 
setting other than a private practice and who only receives reimbursement for expenses actually incurred shall be 
considered an employee and not an independent contractor. The board may audit an applicant for licensure who 
receives reimbursement for expenses and the applicant shall have the burden of demonstrating that the 

payments r~ceived were for reimbursement of expenses actually incurred. 

(j) An associate clinical social worker or applicant for licensure who receives a stipend or educational loan 
repayment from a program designed to encourage demographically underrepresented groups to enter the 

profession or to improve recruitment and retention in underserved regions or settings shall be considered an 
employee and not an independent contractor. The board may audit an applicant who receives a stipend or 
educational loan repayment and the applicant shall have the burden of demonstrating that the payments received 

were for the specified purposes. 

SEC. 34. Section 4996.23.3 is added to the Business and Professions Code, to read: 

4996.23.3. (a) An associate clinical social worker or an applicant for licensure shall only perform services at the 
place where his or her employer regularly conducts business and services, which may include performing services 
at other locations, as long as the services are performed under the direction and control of his or her employer 
and his or her supervisor and in compliance with the laws and regulations pertaining to supervision. 

(b) Except for periods of time during a supervisor's vacation or sick leave, an associate clinical social worker who 
is employed or volunteering in private practice shall be under the direct supervision of a supervisor who is either 
employed by, and practices at the same site as, the associate's employer or is an owner or shareholder of the 

private practice. 

(c) A licensed professional in private practice who has satisfied the requirements of subdivision (a) of Section 
4996.20 may supervise or employ, at any one time, no more than a total of three individuals registered as an 
associate marriage and family therapist, an associate professional clinical counselor, or an associate clinical social 

worker in that private practice. 

(d) All of the following limits shall apply to a licensed clinical social worker corporation: 

(1) A licensed clinical social worker corporation may retain, at any one time, no more than a total of three 
employees, volunteers, or a combination of employees and volunteers, registered as an associate marriage and 
family therapist, an associate professional clinical counselor, or an associate clinical social worker for each 
supervising employee or shareholder who has satisfied the requirements of subdivision (a) of Section 4996.20. 

(2) In no event shall any licensed clinical social worker corporation retain, at any one time, more than a total of 
15 employees, volunteers, or a combination of employees and volunteers, registered as an associate marriage 

and family therapist, an associate professional clinical counselor, or an associate clinical social worker. 

(3) In no event shall any supervisor supervise, at any one t ime, more than a total of three employees, 
volunteers, or a combination of employees and volunteers, registered as an associate marriage and family 
therapist, an associate professional clinical counselor, or an associate clinical social worker. A person who 
supervises an employee or volunteer registered as an associate marriage and family therapist, an associate 
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professional clinical counselor, or an associate clinical social worker shall be employed full time by the licensed 
clinical social worker corporation and shall be actively engaged in performing professional services at and for the 
licensed clinical social worker corporation. 

(4) Employment and supervision within a licensed clinical social worker corporation shall be subject to all laws 
and regulations governing experience and supervision gained in a private practice setting. 

(e) In a setting that is not a private practice, a written agreement, as specified by regulation, shall be executed 
between the supervisor and employer when the supervisor is not employed by the supervisee's employer or is a 
volunteer. 

(f) In any setting that is not a private practice, a supervisor shall evaluate the site or sites where an associate 
clinical social worker will be gaining hours of experience toward licensure and shall determine both of the 
following: 

(1) That the site provides experience that is within the scope ofpractice of a clinical social worker. 

(2) That the experience is in compliance with the requirements set forth in this chapter and regulations. 

(g) Alternative supervision may be arranged during a supervisor's vacation or sick leave if the alternative 
supervision meets the requirements in this chapter and by regulation. 

SEC. 211.SEC. 35. Section 4996.24 of the Business and Professions Code is repea led. 

411 11 G.:.14. (a) A licensee ia pri·,ate practice who has satisfied the requirements of Section 1870 of Title 16 of the 

California Code of Regu(ations may supervise or emplo·r, at an'/ one time, no more than a tota l of three 

individua ls registered as either a marriage and fam ily therapist intern, clin ical counselor intern, or associate 
clinical social worlcer in that pri'vate practice. 

(b) A licensed cl iF\ical socia l •1,·orlwrs ' corporation ma·1 employ, at an'/ one time, no more tha n a total of three 

individuals registered as either a marriage and family therapist intern, cl in ical counselor rntern, or associate 

cl inical socia l worl<er for each emplo·ree or shareholder who has satisfied the requirements of Section 1870 of 

Tit le 16 of the California Code of Regulat ions. 

(c) In no e•vent shall an'( licensed clinical social worl<ers' corporation employ, at any one time, more than a tota l 

of 1S individuals registered as either a marriage and fam ily therap ist intern, cl inical counselor intern, or associate 

clinical socia l worlcer. In no e•,1ent shall any super\·isor supervise, at an·1 one time, more than a t otal of three 

individuals registereel as either a marriage and famiI·1• t herapist intern, clinica l counselor intern, or associate 

clinical social 'IIOrl<er. Persons 'llho super>vise individuals registered as either a marriage and fami ly therapist 

intern, clinical counselor intern, or associate clinical social worker shall be emplo",'ed fu ll time by the licensed 

clinical social worlcers' corporation and shall be acti•,el·r engaged in performing professional services at and for the 

licensed clinical social worl<ers' corporation. Emplo·rment and_ supervision within the licensed clin ical socia l 

worlcers ' corporation shall be subject to all laws and regulations go·,•erning experience and supervision gained in a 
pri\•ate practice sett ing. 

SEC. 29.SEC. 36. Section 4999. 12 of the Business and Professions Code is amended to read : 

4999.12. For purposes of th is chapter, t he following terms have the following meanings: 

(a) "Board" means the Board of Behavioral Sciences. 

(b) "Accredited" means a school, college, or university accredited by a regional or nat ional institutional accrediting 

agency that is recog nized by the United States Department of Education . 

(c) "Approved" means a school, college, or univers ity that possessed unconditional approval by the Bureau for 

Private Postsecondary Education at the time of the applicant's graduation from the school, college, or university. 

(d) "Applicant" "Applicant for licensure" means an unlicensed person who has completed a master's or doctoral 

degree program, as specifi ed in Section 1999.32 or 1999 .33, as applicable, and whose application for registrat ion 

as an intern is pending or who has applied for examination eli§ibility, or an unlicensed person who has completed 

the requirements for licensure the required education and required hours of supervised experience for /icensure 
as specified in thi!; chapter and is no longer reg istereEI with the board as an intern. chapter. 

(e) " Licensed professional cl inical counselor" or "LPCC" means a person licensed under t his chapter to practice 

professional clin ical counseling, as defined in Sect ion 4999.20. 
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(f) ~ "Associate" means an unlicensed person who meets the requ irements of Section 4999.42 and is 

registereel witll tile 13earel . who meets one of the following: 

(lJ The individual is registered with the board as an associate. 

(2J The individual's degree was awarded and the board receives his or her application for registration with the 

board as an associate within 90 days of the degree award date. 

(g) "Clinical counselor t rainee" means an unlicensed person who is currently enrolled in a master's or doctoral 

degree program, as specified in Section 4999.32 or 4999.33, as applicable, that is designed to qualify him or her 

for licensure under this chapter , and who has completed no less tha n 12 semester units or 18 quarter units of 

coursework in any qualifying degree program. · 

( h) " /\ppfeved superviser" "Supervisor" means an individual who meets all of the following requi rements: 

(1) Has elecuA1enteel twe years ef cl inical eicperience been actively licensed in this state or has held an active 

equivalent license in another state as a licensed professional clinical counselor, licensed marriage and fam ily 
therapist, licensed clinical psychologist, licensed clin ical social worker, or licensed physician and surgeon who is 

certified in psychiatry by the American Board of Psychiatry and Neureleg·1•. Neurology, for at least two of the past 
five years immediately prior to commencing any supervision. 

(2J The supervisor meets the additional training and education requirements in subparagraphs (AJ to (CJ, 
inclusive, of paragraph (3J of subdivision (aJ of Section 4999.20 if he or she is a licensed professional clinical 
counselor, supervising an associate marriage and family therapist, a marriage and family therapist trainee, or an 
associate professional clinical counselor or licensee seeking experience to treat couples and families pursuant to 

subparagraph (BJ of paragraph (3J ofsubdivision (aJ of Section 4999.20. 

(3J Has practiced psychotherapy or provided direct clinical supervision of marriage and family therapist trainees, 
associate marriage and family therapists, associate professional clinical counselors, or associate clinical social 
workers, who perform psychotherapy, for at least two years within the five-year period immediately preceding 
any supervision. Supervision of social work students enrolled in an accredited master's or doctoral program or 
professional clinical counselor trainees, who perform psychotherapy, shall be accepted toward the required two 
years if the supervision provided to the students is substantially equivalent to the supervision required for 

registrants. 

Rt (4J Has received professional training in supervisien. insupervision as specified in this chapter and by 

regulation. 

~ (SJ Has not provided therapeutic services to the clinical ceunseler trainee er intern. supervisee. 

f41 (6J Has and maintains a current and -valie- active California license that is not under suspension or 

probation. 

(7J Complies with supervision requirements established by this chapter and by regulation. 

(i ) "Client centered advocacy" includes, but is not limited to, researching, identifying, and accessing resources, or 
other activities, related to obtaining or providing services and supports for clients or groups of clients receiving 

psychotherapy or counseling services. 

(j ) "Advertising" or "advert ise" includes, but is not limited to, the issuance of any card, sign, or device to any 

person, or the causing, permitting, or allowing of any sign or marking on, or in, any building or structure, or in 

any newspaper or magazine or in any directory, or any printed matter whatsoever, with or without any limiting 

qualification. It also includes business solicitations communicated by radio or television broadcasting. Signs with in 
chu rch buildings or notices in church bul letins mailed to a congregation shall not be construed as advertising 

within the mea ning of this chapter. 

(k) "Referral" means evaluating and identifying the needs of a client to determine whether it is advisable to refer 

the client to other specialists, informing the cl ient of that judgment, and communicating that determination as 

requested or deemed appropriate to referral sources. 

(I) "Research" means a systematic effort to col lect, analyze, and interpret quantitative and qualitative data that 

describes how social characteristics, behavior, emotion, cognitions, disabilit ies, mental disorders, and 

in terpersonal t ransactions among individuals and organizations interact. 
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(m) (1) "Supervision" includes the following : means responsibility for, and control of, the quality of services 
being provided by the supervisee. Consultation or peer discussion shall not be considered supervision and shall 
not qualify as supervised experience. 

(2) Supervision includes, but is not limited to, all of the following: 

f-B (A) Ensuring t hat the extent , kind, and quality of counsel ing performed is consistent with the education, 

tra ining, and experience of the person being supervised. 

t2-t (B) Re•,•iewing client or patient records, monitoring Monitoring and evaluating assessment, diagnosis, and 

treatment decisions of the clinica l counselor trainee. supervisee and providing regular feedback. 

£-3-t (C) Monitoring and evaluating the ability of Hie intern er clinical counselor trainee supervisee's ability to 

provide services to the particular clientele at the site or sites where he or she will be practicing. 

(D) Monitoring for and addressing clinical dynamics, including, but not limited to, countertransference-, 
intrapsychic-, interpersonal-, or trauma-related issues that may affect the supervisory or the pract itioner-patient 
relationship. 

~ (E) Ensuring the supervisee's compliance with laws and regulations governing the practice of licensed 

professional clin ical counsel ing. 

(F) Reviewing the supervisee's progress notes, process notes, and other patient treatment records, as deemed 
appropriate by the supervisor. 

fS7 (G) Tl:lat amount of direct obser~·atioR1 With the client's written consent, providing direct observation or 

review of audio or ~·ideetapes of video recordings of the supervisee's counseling or therapy, as deemed 
appropriate by the supervisor. 

(n) "Clinical setting" means any setting that meets both of the following requirements: 

(1) Lawfully and regularly provides mental health counseling or psychotherapy. 

(2) Provides oversight to ensure that the associate's work at the setting meets the experience and supervision 
requirements set forth in this chapter and in regulation and is within the scope ofpract ice of the profession. 

(o) "Community mental health setting," as used in Sect ion 4999.46, means a clinical setting that meets all of the 
following requirements: 

(1) Lawfully and regularly provides mental health counseling or psychotherapy. 

(2) Clients routinely receive psychopharmacological intervent ions in conjunction with psychotherapy, counseling, 
or other psycho-social interventions. 

(3) Clients receive coordinated care that includes the collaborat ion of mental health providers. 

(4) Is not a private practice. 

SEC. JO.SEC. 37. Section 4999.34 of the Business and Professions Code is repealed. 

4999.34 . A clinical counse lor tra inee ma'( be credited witR predegree supervised practicum and field stud•,• 

e1<perience completed in a setting tRat meets all of tl:le fellowing re(luirements: 

(i;J) Lawfully and regu lar!·; pre••ides mental RealtR counseling and PS'fCRetReraP';, 

(b) ProYides eversigRt to ensure tl:lat tl:le clinical counselor trainee's werlc at tl:le setting meets tl:le practicum and 

field st1:1dy eiEperience and requirements set fortR in tl:lis cl:lapter and is witl:lin tl:le scope of practice fer licensed 

professional clinical counselors. 

(c) Is net a pri·~ate practice. 

(d) E1<perieF1ce ma-; be gained by tl:le clinical counse lor trainee solely as part of tl:le position for wl:licR tl:le clinica l 
counselor trainee volunteers or is employed. 

SEC. 31 .SEC. 38. Section 4999.36 of the Business and Professions Code is amended to read: 
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4999.36. (a) A cl inical counselor trainee may perform activities and serv ices provided that the activities and 

services constitute part of the clinical counselor t rainee's superv ised course of study and that the person is 
designated by the title "cl inical counselor tra inee." 

(b) All practicum and field study hours gained as a clinical counselor trainee shall be coord inated between the 

school and the site where hours are being accrued. The school shall approve each site and shall have a written 

agreement with each site that details each part y's responsibilities, including the methods by which supervision 

shall be provided. The agreement shall prov ide for regular progress reports and evaluations of the student's 

performance at the site. 

(c) If an applicant has gained practicum and field study hours whi le enrolled in an institut ion other than the one 

that confers the qualifying degree, it sha ll be the applicant's responsibility to provide to the board satisfactory 

evidence that those practicum and field study hours were gained in compliance with this section. 

(d) A clinica l counselor t rainee shall inform each client or patient, prior to performing any professional services, 

that he or she is unlicensed and under supervision. 

(e) No hours earned while a clinical counselor trainee may count toward the 3,000 hours of required postdegree 

intemship hotJrs . supervised experience. 

(f) A clinical cotJnselor trainee shall receive aA average of at least oAe hotJr of direct stJpervisor coAtact fur ever>f 

five hotJrs of client coAtact in each setting . For ptJrposes of this stJsdi\·isioA, "one hotJr of c:lifect stJper>visor 

contact" FAeans one hotJr of face to face contact oA aft indi\·idtJal basis or two hotJrs of face to face coAtact iA a 

grotJp of not FAore than eight persoAs in segmeAts lasting no less than ene eontintJetJs hotJr. 

SEC. 32.SEC. 39. Section 4999.42 of the Business and Professions Code is amended to read: 

4999.42. (a) To qualify for registration as an -if!teffi, associate, an applicant shall have all of the following 

qualifications: 

( 1) The applicant shall have earned a master 's or doctoral degree as specified in Section 4999.32 or 4999.33, as 
appl icable. An applicant whose education qual ifi es him or her under Sect ion 4999.32 shall also have completed 

the coursework or training specified in subdivis ion (e) of Section 4999.32. 

(2) The appl icant shall not have committed acts or crimes constituting grounds for denial of licensure under 

Section 480. 

(3) The board shall not issue a registration t o any person who has been convicted of a crime in this or another 

state or in a territory of the United States that involves sexual abuse of children or who is required to registe r 

pursuant to Section 290 of the Penal Code or the equiva lent in another state or territory. 

(b) The board shall begin accepting applications for +nl:eFR associate reg ist ration on January 1, 20 11. 

SEC. 33.SEC. 40. Section 4999.44 of the Business and Professions Code is repealed. 

4999.44. An intern may be credited with stJpervised el(J'lerience coFApleted in any setting that meets all of the 

fullewing reEjtJirements: 

(a) LawftJlly and regtJ larly pro\•ides mental health cetJnseling or psychotherapy. 

(b) Pro\·ides eversight te ensure that the intem's worlc at the setting FAeets the e*perience and superv1s1on 
reEju irements set forth in this chapter and is within the scope of practice for the profession as specified in Article 2 

(C0FAFAeAcing with SectieA 4999.20). 

(c) Experience may se gained by the intem solely as part of the positio n for which the intern volunteers er is 

employed. 

(d) An intern shall not be emplo•ted or ·1oltJnteer in a private practice until registered as an intern. 

SEC. 34 .SEC. 41. Section 4999.45 of the Business and Professions Code is repealed. 

4999.45. (a) An intem empleyed under this chapter shall : 

(1) Not perform any duties, except fur those services provided as a clinical counselor trainee, until registCFed as 

an intem. 

(2) Not be emplo·ted or \'OltJnteer in a private practice until r egistered as an intern. 
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(3) Inforffl each client prior to perforffling any professional services that he or she is UFtlicensed and under 
super·, ision. 

(4) Renew aniflually for a Ffla>cifflUFfl of fi•re years after initial registration witA the boarEI. 

(b) When no further renewa ls are pessible, an applicant Fflay apply for and obtain q subsequent intern registration 

nufflber if the ap1;1Hcant Ffleets the educational requirefflents fer registration in effect at tlile tiffle of the application 

for a subsequent tntern reg istratien nufflber and has passed the California law and eth ics el(affl ination described 

in Section 4999.53 . An applicant issued a subsequent intern registratien nufflber pursuant to this subdi't'ision shal l 

not be efflplo,·ed or 't'Olunteer in a private practice. 

(c) Hlis section shall becoffle operative on JanuaP; 1, 2016 . 

SEC. 35.SEC. 42. Section 4999.455 of the Business and Professions Code is repealed. 

4999 455 (a) A licensed professional in private practice who has satisfied the requirefflents of subdMsion (h) of 

Section 4999.12 Fflay supeFVise or efflploy, at any one tiffle, no Fflore than a tota l of three individuals registered 

as a Fflarriage aAd faFfli ly therapist intern, cl inical counselor intern, or associate cl inical social worlcer in that 
pri·rate practice. 

(b) A professional clinical counse lor corporation Ffla•; efflplo~·. at any one tiffle, no Fflore than three individuals 

registered as a ft'1arriage and faffli ly therapist intern, clinica l counselor intern, or associate clinical social worl~er 
for each efflployee or shareholder who has satisfied the requirefflents of subdi't'ision (h) of Section 4999.12. In no 

event shall aA'; professional cl inical counselor corporation Cfflploy, at an·, one tiffle, Fflore than 15 individua ls 
registered as a Fflarriage and faFfl ily therapist intern, clinica l counselor intern, or associate clin ical social worlcer. 

In no event shall any supervisor supervise, at an•; one tiffle, Fflore than three indi•,•iduals registered as a Fflarriage 
and faffl ily therapist intern, clinical counselor intern, or asseciate clinical social worl~er. Persons who supePr ise 

individuals registered as a Fflarriage and faFfl ily therapist intern, clinical counselor intern, or associate clinical 
socia l worlcer shall be efflployed full tiffle by the professional cl inical counselor corporation and shall be actively 

engaged in perforffling professional sePrices at and for the professional clinical counselor corporation. 
Efflplo•;Fflent and supervision within a professional clinical counseler corporation shall ee subject to all laws and 

regulations go'<'ern ing eicperience and supervision gained in a private practice setting. 

SEC. 36.SEC. 43. Section 4999.46 of the Business and Professions Code is amended to read: 

4999.46. (a) To qualify for licensure as specified in Section 4999.50, applicants shall complete experience related 

to the practice of professional clin ical counseling under an appro~·ed a supervisor. The experience shall comply 
with the following: 

(1) A m inimum of 3,000 postdegree hours of supervised experience performed over a period of not less than two 
years ( 104 weeks). 

(2) Not more than 40 hours in any ·seven consecutive days. 

(3) Not less than 1,750 hours of direct clinical counseling with individuals, groups, couples, or families in a 
setting described in Section 49-99-,-44 4999.46.3 using a variety of psychotherapeutic techniques and recognized 

counseling interventions with in the scope of practice of licensed professional clinical counselors . 

(4) Not less than 150 hours of clinica l experience in a hospital or community mental health setting, as defined in 

Section 1820 of Tit le 16 of the California Code of Regulations. 4999.12. 

(5) A maximum of 1,250 hours of nonclin ical practice, consisting of direct supervisor contact, administering and 

evaluating psychological tests, writing clinical reports, writing progress or process notes, client centered 

advocacy, and workshops, seminars, train ing sessions, or conferences directly related to professional clinical 
counseling that have been approved by the applicant's supervisor. 

(b) An individual who submits an application for exafflination eligibility licensure between January 1, 2016, and 

December 31, 2020, may alternatively qualify under the experience requi rements of this section that were in 
place on January 1, 2015. 

(c) No hours of clinical mental health experience may be gained more than six years prior to the date the 

application for exafflination eligibi lity was filed . licensurc was received by the board. 

(d) An applicant shall register with the board as an intern in order to be credited for postdegree hours of 

Cl(perience toward !!censu re. Pestdegree hours of rnperience shall be credited toward licensure, pre~·ided that the 

applicant appl ies for intern registration with in 90 days of the granting of the qua lifying degree and is thereafter 
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granted the intern registration b'I the board . An applicant shall not be emljllO'led or volunteer in a pri1,•ate practice 

until reg istered as an intern b',' the board. 

(e) All applicants and interns shall be at all t imes under the superYisioR of a supervisor who shall be responsible 

for ensuring that the e*tent, lcind, and (jUality of counse ling performed is consistent with the training and 

eicperfence of the person being supervised, and wl'lo shall be responsible to the board for compliance with al l 

laws, ru les, and regulations governing the practice of professional clinica l counseling . 

(f) El<perience obta ined under tl'le supervision of a spouse or relati>ve by blood or marriage shall not be credited 

toward the re(juired hours of super,•ised e*perience. E*perlence obtained under the supervision of a supervisor 

with whom the applicant has had or currentl'I has a personal, professional, or business relationstiip that 

undermines the authorit'I or effectiveness of the super,ision sha ll not be credited toward the re(juired hours of 

supervised ei<perience. 

(g) El<cept for eicperience gained by attending worlcsho13s1 seminars, train ing sessions, or conferences as 

described in 13aragra13R (S) of subdivision (a) , supervision shall include at least one hour of direct supervisor 

contact in each weelc for which e><perience is uedited in eacR work setting. 

(1) No more ttian si* hours of su13ervision, whether individual or group, shall be credited during an.,. single weelc. 

Tl'l is paragraph shall apply to super1,•ision hours gained on or after January 1, 2009. 

(2) An intern shall receive at least one additional l'lour of direct supervisor contact for every week in which more 

than 10 hours of face to fa ce PS'lchotherap'I is performed in each setting in, which ei<perience is gained . 

(3) For purposes of th is section, "one hour of direct super·;isor contact" means one hour of face to face contact 

on an indiYidual basis or two hours of face to face contact in a group of not more than eight persons in segments 

lasting no less than one continuous hour. 

(~) Notwithstanding paragraph (3), an intern worlcing in a governmental entit'I, a scl'lool , a college, or a 

university, or an institution that is both nonprofit and charitable, may obta in the re(juired weelcl'I direct superviser 

contact ·via two way, real time videoconferencing . The su13ervisor shal l be responsible for ensuring that client 

confidentia lit'I is upheld. 

(h) This sectien shall become operative on January 1, 2016. 

SEC. 44. Section 4999.46.1 is added to the Business and Professions Code, to read: 

4999.46.1. (a) An associate or applicant for licensure shall be at all times under the supe,vision of a supe,visor as 
specified in this chapter and by regulation. 

(b) Except as provided in subdivision (c), an applicant shall have an active associate registrat ion with the board in 

order to gain postdegree hours of supe,vised experience. 

(c) Postdegree hours of experience shall be credited toward licensure so long as the applicant applies for 
associate registration and the board receives the application within 90 days of the granting of the qualifying 
degree and he or she is thereaffer granted registration as an associate by the board. An applicant shall not be 
employed or volunteer in a private practice until he or she has been issued an associate registration by the board. 

(d) An associate employed under this chapter shall do all of the following: 

(1) Not perform any duties, except for those se,vices provided as a clinical counselor trainee, until registered as 
an associate. 

(2) Not be employed or volunteer in a private practice until registered as an associate with the board. 

(3) Inform each client, prior to performing any professional se,vices, that he or she is unlicensed and under 

supe,vision. 

(4) Renew annually for a maximum of five years affer initial registration with the board. 

(e) When no further renewals are possible, an applicant may apply for and obtain a subsequent associate 
registration number if the applicant meets the educational requirements for registration in effect at the time of 
the application for a subsequent associate registration number and has passed the California law and ethics 
examination described in Section 4999.53. An applicant issued a subsequent associate registration number 

pursuant to this subdivision shall not be employed or volunteer in a private practice. 

SEC. 45. Section 4999.46.2 is added to the Business and Professions Code, to read: 

https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billCompareClient.xhtml ?bill _id=201720180AB93 4/13/2017 

https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billCompareClient.xhtml


Today's Law As Amended Page 35 of 47 

4999.46.2. (a) A clinical counselor trainee shall receive an average of at least one hour of direct supervisor contact 
for every five hours of direct clinical counseling that is performed in each setting. 

(b) (1) Except for experience gained by attending workshops, seminars, training sessions, or conferences, as 
described in paragraph (5) of subdivision (a) of Section 4999.46, supervision shall include at least one hour of 
direct supervisor contact in each week for which experience is credited in each work setting. 

(2) An associate gaining experience shall receive at least one additional hour of direct supervisor contact in each 
week for which more than 10 hours of direct clinical counseling is performed in each setting. No more than six 
hours of supervision, whether individual or group, shall be credited during any single week. 

(c) For purposes of this chapter, "one hour of direct supervisor contact" means any of the following: 

(1) Individual supervision, which means one hour of face-to-face contact between one supervisor and one 
supervisee. 

(2) Triadic supervision, which means one hour of face-to-face contact between one supervisor and two 
supervisees. 

(3) Group supervision, which means two hours of face-to-face contact between one supervisor and no more than 
eight supervisees. Segments of group supervision may be split into no less than one continuous hour. 

(d) Direct supervisor contact shall occur within the same week as the hours claimed. 

(e) An applicant for licensure shall have received at least one hour per week of direct supervisor contact that is 
individual, triadic, or a combination of both, as specified in paragraphs (1) and (2) of subdivision (c), for a 
minimum of 52 weeks. 

(f) When conducting group supervision, as specified in paragraph (3) of subdivision (c), the supervisor shall 
ensure that the amount and degree of supervision is appropriate for each supervisee. 

(g) Notwithstanding subdivision (c), an associate working in a governmental entity, a school, a college, a 
university, or an institution that is both nonprofit and charitable may obtain the required weekly direct supervisor 
contact via two-way, real-time videoconferencing. The supervisor shall be responsible for ensuring compliance 
with state and federal law relating to confidentiality ofpatient health information. 

(h) The six hours of supervision that may be credited during any single week, pursuant to paragraph (2) of 
subdivision (b), shall apply to supervision hours gained on or after January 1, 2009. 

(i) Notwithstanding any other law, once the required number of experience hours are gained, associates and 
applicants for licensure shall receive a minimum of one hour of direct supervisor contact per week for each setting 
in which direct clinical counseling is performed. Once the required number of experience hours are gained, further 
supervision for nonclinical practice, as defined in paragraph (5) of subdivision (a) of Section 4999.46, shall be at 
the supervisor's discretion. 

SEC. 46. Section 4999.46.3 is added to the Business and Professions Code, to read: 

4999.46.3. (a) A clinical counselor trainee, associate, or applicant for licensure shall only perform services as an 
employee or as a volunteer. The requirements of this chapter regarding gaining hours of experience and 

supervision shall apply equally to employees and volunteers. A clinical counselor trainee, associate, or applicant 
for licensure shall not perform any services or gain any experience within the scope of practice of the profession, 
as defined in Section 4999.20, as an independent contractor. 

(1) If employed, an associate shall provide the board with copies of the corresponding W-2 tax forms for each 
year of experience claimed upon application for licensure. 

(2) If volunteering, an associate shall provide the board with a letter from his or her employer verifying the 
associate's status as a volunteer during the dates the experience was gained. This letter shall be provided to the 
board upon application for licensure. 

(b) {1) A clinical counselor trainee shall not perform services in a private practice. 

(2) A clinical counselor trainee shall complete the required predegree supervised practicum or field study 
experience in a setting that meets both of the following: 

(A) Lawfully and regularly provides mental health counseling or psychotherapy. 

https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/bill CompareClient.xhtml ?bill_id=201720180AB 93 4/13/2017 

https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/bill


Today's Law As Amended Page 36 of 47 

(8) Provides oversight to ensure that the clinical counselor trainee 's work at the setting meets the practicum or 
field study experience requirements in this chapter and is within the scope of practice for licensed professional 

clinical counselors. 

(3) Only experience gained in the position for which the clinical counselor trainee volunteers or is employed shall 

qualify as supervised practicum or field study experience. 

(c) (1) An associate may be credited with supervised experience completed in any setting that meets both of the 

following: 

(A) Lawfully and regularly provides mental health counseling or psychotherapy. 

(8) Provides oversight to ensure that the associate's work at the setting meets the experience and supervision 
requirements in this chapter and is within the scope of practice for the profession as specified in Article 2 

(commencing with Section 4999.20). 

(2) While an associate may be either a paid employee or a volunteer, employers are encouraged to provide fair 

remuneration. 

(3) Only experience gained in the position for which the associate volunteers or is employed shall qualify as 

supervised experience. 

(4) An applicant for registration as an associate shall not be employed or volunteer in a private practice until an 

associate registration has been issued to the applicant by the board. 

(d) Experience obtained under the supervision of a spouse or relative by blood or marriage shall not be credited 
toward the required hours of supervised experience. Experience obtained under the supervision of a supervisor 
with whom the applicant has had or currently has a personal, professional, or business relationship that 
undermines the authority or effectiveness of the supervision shall not be credited toward the required hours of 

supervised experience. 

(e) A clinical counselor trainee, associate, or applicant for licensure shall not receive any remuneration from 
patients or clients and shall only be paid by his or her employer. 

(f) A clinical counselor trainee, associate, or applicant for licensure shall have no proprietary interest in his or her 
employer's business and shall not lease or rent space, pay for furnishings, equipment, or supplies, or in any other 

way pay for the obligations of his or her employer. 

(g) A clinical counselor trainee, associate, or applicant for licensure who provides voluntary services in any lawful 
work setting other than a private practice and who only receives reimbursement for expenses actually incurred 
shall be considered an employee and not an independent contractor. The board may audit an applicant for 
licensure who receives reimbursement for expenses and the applicant for licensure shall have the burden of 
demonstrating that the payments received were for reimbursement of expenses actually incurred. 

(h) A clinical counselor trainee, associate, or applicant for licensure who receives a stipend or educational loan 
repayment from a program designed to encourage demographically underrepresented groups to enter the 
profession or to improve recruitment and retention in underserved regions or settings shall be considered an 
employee and not an independent contractor. The board may audit an applicant who receives a stipend or 
educational loan repayment and the applicant shall ha ve the burden of demonstrating that the payments received 

were for the specified purposes. 

(i) Each educational institution preparing applicants pursuant to this chapter shall consider requiring, and shall 
encourage, its students to undergo individual, marital, conjoint, family, or group counseling or psychotherapy, as 
appropriate. Each supervisor shall consider, advise, and encourage his or her associates and trainees regarding 
the advisability of undertaking individual, marital, conjoint, family, or group counseling or psychotherapy, as 
appropriate. Insofar as it is deemed appropriate and is desired by the applicant, educational institutions and 
supervisors are encouraged to assist the applicant in locating that counseling or psychotherapy at a reasonable 

cost. 

SEC. 47. Section 4999.46.4 is added to the Business and Professions Code, to read: 

4999.46.4. (a) A clinical counselor trainee, associate, or applicant for licensure shall only perform services at the 
place where his or her employer regularly conducts business and services, which may include performing services 
at other locations, as long as the services are performed under the direction and control of his or her employer 
and his or her supervisor and in compliance with the Jaws and regulations pertaining to supervision. 
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(b) Except for periods of time during a supervisor's vacation or sick leave, an associate who is employed or 
volunteering in private practice shall be under the direct supervision of a supervisor who is either employed by, 
and practices at the same site as, the associate's employer or is an owner or shareholder of the private practice. 

(c) A licensed professional in private practice who has satisfied the requirements of subdivision (h) of Section 
4999.12 may supervise or employ, at any one time, no more than a total of three individuals registered as an 
associate marriage and family therapist, an associate professional clinical counselor, or an associate clinical social 
worker in that private practice. 

(d) All of the following limits shall apply to a professional clinical counselor corporation: 

(1) A professional clinical counselor corporation may retain, at any one time, no more than a total of three 
employees, volunteers, or a combination of employees and volunteers, registered as an associate marriage and 

family therapist, an associate professional clinical counselor, or an associate clinical social worker for each 
supervising employee or shareholder who has satisfied the requirements of subdivision (h) of Section 4999.12. 

(2) In no event shall any professional clinical counselor corporation retain, at any one time, more than a total of 
15 employees, volunteers, or a combination of employees and volunteers, registered as an associate marriage 
and family therapist, an associate professional clinical counselor, or an associate clinical social worker. 

(3) In no event shall any supervisor supervise, at any one time, more than a total of three employees, 

volunteers, or a combination of employees and volunteers, registered as an associate marriage and family 
therapist, an associate professional clinical counselor, or an associate clinical social worker. A person who 

supervises an employee or volunteer registered as an associate marriage and family therapist, an associate 
professional clinical counselor, or an associate clinical social worker shall be employed full time by the 

professional clinical counselor corporation and shall be actively engaged in performing professional services at 
and for the professional clinical counselor corporation. 

(4) Employment and supervision within a professional clinical counselor corporation shall be subject to all laws 
and regulations governing experience and supervision gained in a private practice setting. 

(e) In a setting that is not a private practice, a written agreement, as specified in regulation, shall be executed 
between the supervisor and employer when the supervisor is not employed by the supervisee's employer or is a 
volunteer. 

(f) In any setting that is not a private practice, a supervisor shall evaluate the site or sites where an associate will 
be gaining hours of experience toward licensure and shall determine both of the following: 

(1) That the site or sites provide experience that is within the scope of practice of a professional clinical 
counselor. 

(2) That the experience is in compliance with the requirements set forth in this chapter and by regulation. 

(g) Alternative supervision may be arranged during a supervisor's vacation or sick leave if the alternative 
supervision meets the requirements in this chapter and regulation. 

SEC. 48. Section 4999.46.5 is added to the Business and Professions Code, to read: 

4999.46.5. The board shall have the right to audit the records of any supervisor to verify the completion of the 

supervisor qualifications specified by this chapter and by regulation. A supervisor shall maintain records of 
completion of the required supervisor qualifications for a period of seven years after termination of supervision 
and shall make these records available to the board for auditing purposes upon request. 

SEC. 42.SEC. 49. Section 4999.47 of the Business and Professions Code is repealed. 

4111111 47 (a) Clinical counselor trainees, interns, anEl appl icants sl=ta ll perform services only as an employee or as a 
velunteer. 

Tl=te reEtu irements of tl=tis cl=tapter regarEling gaining hours ef clinical mental l=tea ltl=t e11perience ans supervisien are 
applicable eEtually te emple•(ees anel velunteers . Asseciates anEl tra inees sl=ta ll net be empleyeEl as inElepenElent 
centracters, anEl sl=tal l not gain e11perience for werlc perfermeEl as an inElepenElent centractor, repartee on an IRS 
Form 1099, or both . 

(1) If emplo.,.ed, a clinical ceunseler intern sl=tal l previEle tl=te boars witl=t espies ef tl=te cerresponEling W 2 tai1 forms 
fer eact~ year ef el<perience cla imed upon applicatien fer licensure as a prefessional clinical counselor. 
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(2} If ,•olunteering, a clinical counselor intern sha ll pro·1ide Ucie board ·1,·ith a letter from his or her emplo·1er 

11erifying the intern 's employment as a 11olunteer upen ap13lication fer licens1:1re as a 13rofessienal clinica l 

co1:1nselor. 

(b) Clinica l ceunse ler trainees, interns, and a13p licants sAall net recei11e any remuneratien frem 13atients er clients, 

aRd shall enly Be 13aid by their empleyers. 

(c) While an intern may be either a 13a id em13 l0·1ee or a ,.,olunteer, em13lo·1ers are encouraged ta 13ro11ide fair 

remuneratien. 

(d) Clin:ical ceunseler trainees, interns, and a13plicants who 13ro·.,ide veluntary services er ether ser-.,ices, and whe 
recei11e no more than a total, f rom all worl< settings, of fi11e hundreel dollars ($500) 13er month as reimbursement 

fer ei<13enses actually incur red by these clinical counselor trainees, iAterns, and a1313licants for services reAdered iA 

any lawful werl< setting ether than a 13r ivate 13ractice shall be considered aA empleyee and net aA inde13endent 

centracter. 

(e) The Beard may aud it an intern er a13p licant whe receives reimbursement fo r el<penses and the interA or 

a13131icant shall have the burden of demenstratiAg that the pa·1ments recei,•ed were for reimbursement of 

el<penses actually incurred. 

(f) Clinical ceunselor tra inees, interns, and a13plicants shall only 13erform services at the place where the ir 

em13 loyer regu larly conducts business and ser11 ices, which ma~· iAclude other locatioAs, as long as the seF11ices are 

13erformed under the direction and control of the employer and supervisor in cem13 liance with the laws and 

regu lations 13ertaining to su13ervisien. Clinical counselor trainees, interns, and ap13licants shall have no 13roprietary 

interest in the em131O.,.er's business. 

(g) Each educational institution preparing a1313licants for licensure 13ursuant to this cha13ter shall consider 

reeiu iring, and shall encourage, its students to underge ind i11idual, marita l OF conjoint, family, or grou13 counseling 

or psychothera13·1, as a13propriate . Each su13er11isor shall censider, advise, and eAceurage his or her interns and 

clin ical counselor trainees regarding the advisability of undertal<ing individual, marital or conjoiAt, fam il'(, or group 

counseling or psychothera13y, as ap13ropriate. Insofar as it is deemed a13propriate and is desired by the ap13licant, 

the educational institution and supervisors are encourageel to assist the a13plicant in locating that counseling or 

13sychothera13y at a reasonable cost. 

SEC. 50. Section 4999.50 of the Business and Professions Code is amended to read: 

4999.50. (a) The board may issue a professional clinical counselor license to any person who meets all of the 

following requirements: 

(1) He or she has received a master's or doctora l degree described in Section 4999.32 or 4999.33, as applicable. 

(2) He or she has completed at least 3,000 hours of supervised experience in the practice of professional clinical 

counseling as provided in Section 4999.46. 

(3) He or she provides evidence of a passing score, as determined by the board, on the examinations designated 

in Section 4999.53. 

(b) An applicant for licensure who has satisfied t he requirements of this chapter shall be issued a license as a 

professional cli nical counselor in the form that the board may deem appropriate. 

(c) This section shall become operative on January 1, 2016. 

SeC. 43.SEC. 51. Section 4999.51 of the Business and Professions Code is amended to read: 

4999.51. To qualify for licensure as a professional clinical counselor or registration as an ffiteffi, associate, 
applicants shall meet the board's regulatory requi rements for professional c linica l counselor licensure or 

~ associate registrat ion, as applicable, includ ing the Following : 

(a) The appl icant has not committed acts or crimes constituting grounds For denial of licensure under Section 480. 

(b) The board shall not issue a license or registration to any person who has been convicted of a crime in this or 

anot her state or in a terr itory of the United States that involves sexual abuse of children or who is requ ired to 

reg ister pursuant to Section 290 of the Penal Code or the equivalent in another state or territory. 

(c) The applicant has successfully passed a state and federal level criminal offender record information search 

conducted through the Department of Just ice, as follows: 
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(1) The board shall direct applicants to electronically submit to t he Department of Justice fingerprint images and 

re lated information required by the Department of Justice for the purpose of obtaining information as to the 

existence and content of a record of state and federal level convictions and arrests and information as to the 

existence and content of a record of state or federal level arrests for which the Department of Justice establishes 
that the person is free on bail or on his or her own recognizance pending trial or appeal. 

(2) The Department of Justice shall forward t he fingerprint images and related information received pursuant to 

paragraph ( 1) to the Federal Bureau of Investigation and request a federal summary for criminal history 
information. 

(3) The Department of Justice shall review the information returned from the Federal Bureau of I nvestigation and 

compile and disseminate a response to the board pursuant to paragraph ( 1) of subdivision (p) of Section 11105 of 
the Penal Code. 

(4) The board shall request from the Department of Justice subsequent arrest not ification service, pursuant to 

Section 11105.2 of the Penal Code, for each person who submitted information pursuant to paragraph (1) . 

(5) The Department of Just ice shall charge a fee sufficient to cover the cost of processing the request described in 
th is section. 

SEC. 52. Section 4999. 52 of the Business and Professions Code is amended to read: 

4999.52. (a) Every applicant for a license as a professional clinical counselor shal l be examined by the board. The 

board sha ll examine the candidate with regard to his or her knowledge and professional skills and his or her 
judgment in the uti lization of appropriate techniques and methods. 

(b) The examinations shall be given at least tw ice a year at a time and place and under supervision as the board 

may determine. 

(c) The board shall not deny any appl icant who has submitted a complete application for examination admission 

to the licensure examinations required by this section if the appl ica nt meets the educational and experience 

requirements of th is chapter, and has not committed any acts or engaged in any conduct that would constitute 

grounds to deny licensure. 

(d) The board shall not deny any applicant whose applicat ion for licensure is complete admission to the 
examinations specified by paragraph (2) of subdivision (a) of Section 4999.53, nor shall the board postpone or 

delay th is examination for any appl icant or delay informing the ca ndidate of the results of this examination, solely 

upon the receipt by the board of a complaint alleg ing acts or conduct that wou ld constitute grounds to deny 
licensure. 

(e) If an applicant for the examination specified by paragraph (2) of subdivision (a) of Section 4999.53, who has 
passed the California law and eth ics examination, is the subject of a complaint or is under board investigation for 

acts or conduct that, if proven to be true, would constitute grounds for the board to deny licensure, the board 
shall permit the applicant to take this examination, but may notify the applicant that licensure wi ll not be granted 

pending completion of the investigation. 

(f) Notwithstanding Section 135, the board may deny any applicant who has previously failed either the California 

law and ethics examination, or t he examination specified by paragraph (2) of subdivision (a) of Section 4999.53, 

permission to retake either examination pending completion of the investigation of any complaints against the 
applicant. 

(g) Nothing in th is section shall prohibit the board from denying an applicant admission to any examination, 

withholding the results, or refusing to issue a license to any applicant when an accusation or statement of issues 

has been filed against the applicant pursuant to Section 11503 or 11504 of the Government Code, respectively, 

or the application has been denied in accordance with subdivision (b) of Section 485. 

(h) Notwithstanding any other provision of law, the board may destroy all examination materials t wo years 
following the date of an examination. 

(i) On and a~er January 1, 20 16, the examination specified by paragraph (2) of subdivision (a ) of Section 

4999 .53 shall be passed with in seven years of an applicant's applicant for licensure's initial attempt. 

(j ) A passing score on the clin ical examination shall be accepted by the board for a period of seven years from the 

date the examination was taken. 
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(k) Ne An applicant for /icensure shall not be eligible to participate in the examination specified by paragraph 

(2) of subdivision (a) of Section 4999.53, if he or she fai ls to obtain a passing score on this examination with in 

seven years from his or her initial attempt. If the applicant for licensure fails to obtain a passing score within 

seven years of initial attempt, he or she shall obtain a passing score on the current version of the California law 

and eth ics examination in order to be eligible to retake this examination. 

( I) This section shall become operative on January 1, 2016. 

SEC. 53. Section 4999.55 of the Business and Professions Code is amended to read: 

4999.55. (a) Each appl icant and registrant shall obtain a passing score on a board-administered California law and 

eth ics examination in order to qualify for licensure. 

(b) A registrant shall participate in a board-administered California law and ethics examination prior to his or her 

registration renewal. 

(c) Notwithstanding subdivision (b), an appl icant who holds a registration eligible for renewal, with an expiration 

date no later than June 30, 2016, and who applies for renewal of that registration between January 1, 2016, and 

June 30, 2016, shall, if eligible, be allowed to renew the registration without first participati ng in tl1e California 

law and ethics examination. These applicants shal l participate in the California law and ethics examination in the 

next renewal cycle, and shall pass the exam ination prior to licensure or issuance of a subsequent registration 

number, as specified in this section. 

(d) If an applicant fa ils the Cal ifornia law and eth ics examination, he or she may retake the examination, upon 
payment of the required fees, without further application, except as provided in subdivision (e) . 

(e) If a registrant fails to obtain a passing score on the California law and ethics examination described in 

subdivision (a) with in his or her renewal period on or aft er the opera ti ve date of this section, he or she shall 

complete, at minimum, a 12-hour course in Californ ia law and ethics in order to be eligible to participate in the 

California law and eth ics examination. Registrants shall only take the 12-hour California law and ethics course 

once during a renewa l period. The 12-hour law and ethics course required by this section shall be taken through a 
continuing education provider as specified by the board by regulation, a cou nty, state, or governmental entity, or 

a college or university. 

(f) The board shall not issue a subsequent registration number unless the registrant ;ipp/icant has passed the 

California law and ethics examination. 

(g) Notwithstanding subdivis ion (f), an applicant who holds or has held a registration, with an expiration date no 

later than January 1, 2017, and who applies for a subsequent registration number between January 1, 2016, and 

January 1, 2017, shall, if eligible, be allowed to obtain the subsequent registration number without first passing 

the California law and ethics examination. These applicants shall pass the California law and etl1 ics examination 

during the next renewal period or prior to licensure, wh ichever occurs first. 

( h) This section shall become operative January 1, 2016. 

SE:C. 44.SEC. 54. Section 4999.62 of the Business and Professions Code is amended to read: 

4999.62. (a) This section applies to persons who apply for examination eligibility or registration on or after January 

1, 2016, and who do not hold a license as described in Section 4999.60. 

(b) For purposes of Section 4999.61, education is substantially equivalent if all of the fo llowing requ irements are 

met: 

( 1) The degree is obtained from an accredited or approved institution, as defi ned in Section 4999.12, and consists 

of, at a minimum, the following: 

(A) (i) For an applica nt who obtained his or her degree within the time line prescribed by subdivision (a) of Section 

4999.33 the degree shall contain no less than 60 graduate semester or 90 graduate quarter units of instruction. 

(ii) Up to 12 semester or 18 quarter units of instruction may be remediated, if missing from the degree. The 

remediation may occur whi le the appl icant is registered as an tflterfr. associate. 

(B) For an applicant who obtained his or her degree within the timeline prescribed by subdivis ion (a) of Section 
4999.32 the degree shall contain no less than 48 graduate semester or 72 graduate quarter units of instruction. 

https://leginfo .legislature.ca.gov/faces/billCompareClient.xhtml?bill_ id=20 I 720 l 80AB93 4/13/2017 

https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billCompareClient.xhtml?bill


Today's Law As Amended Page 41 of 47 

(C) Six semester or nine quarter units of practicum, including, but not limited to, a minimum of 280 hours of 

face-to-face supervised clinical experience counseling individuals, families, or groups. 

(D) The required areas of study listed in subparagraphs (A) to (M), inclusive, of paragraph (1) of subdivision (c) 

of Section 4999.33. 

(i) (I) An applicant whose degree is deficient in no more than six of the required areas of study listed in 
subparagraphs (A) to (M) , inclusive, of paragraph (1) of subdivision (c) of Section 4999.33 may satisfy those 

deficiencies by successfully completing graduate level coursework at an accredited or approved inst itution, as 

defined in Section 4999.12. Coursework taken to meet any deficiencies shall be the equivalent of three semester 

units or four and one-half quarter units of study. 

(II) Notwithstanding subclause (! ), no applicant shall be deficient in the required areas of study specified in 

s1:11313aragra13hs subparagraph (E) or (G) of paragraph (1) of subdivision (c) of Section 4999.33. 

(ii) An applica nt who com pleted a course in professional orientation, ethics, and law in counseling as required by 

subparagraph (! ) of paragraph (1) of subdivision (c) of Section 4999.33 that did not contain instruction in 

California law and eth ics shall complete an 18-hour course in Californ ia law and professional ethics that includes, 

but is not limited to, instruction in advertising, scope of practice, scope of competence, treatment of minors, 

confidentiality, dangerous clients, psychotherapist-client privilege, recordkeeping, client access to records, state 

and federal laws relating to confidential ity of patient health informat ion, dual relationships, ch ild abuse, elder and 

dependent adult abuse, on line therapy, insurance reimbu rsement, civ il liability, disciplinary actions and 

unprofessional conduct, eth ics complaints and eth ical standards, termination of therapy, st andards of care, 

relevant family law, and therapist disclosures to clients. An applicant shall complete th is coursework prior to 

reg istration as an iffiem.,. associate. 

( iii) An applicant who has not completed a course in professional orientation, eth ics, and law in counseling as 

required by subparagraph (!) of paragraph (1) of subdivision (c) of Section 4999.33 shall complete th is required 

coursework, includi ng content in California law and eth ics. An applica nt shall complete th is coursework prior to 

reg istration as an iffiem.,. associate. 

(2) The applicant completes any units required by subdivision (c) of Sect ion 4999.33 not already completed in his 

or her education as follows : 

(A) At least 15 semester units or 22.5 quarter units of advanced coursework to develop knowledge of specific 
treatment issues or special populations. This coursework is in addition to the course requirements described in 

subparagraph (D) of paragraph (1). 

(B) Coursework shall be from an accredited or approved school, college, or university as defined in Section 

4999 .12. 

(3) (A) The applicant completes the following coursework not already completed in his or her education: 

(i) A minimum of 10 contact hours of training in human sexuality, as specified in Section 25 and any regulations 
promulgated thereunder, including the study of the physiological , psychological, and social cultural var iables 

associated with sexual behavior, gender identity, and the assessment and treatment of psychosexual dysfunction . 

(ii) A m inimum of 15 contact hours of instruction in spousal or partner abuse assessment , detection, intervention 
strategies, and same-gender abuse dynamics . 

( iii) A minimum of seven contact hours of training or coursework in child abuse assessment and reporting as 

specified in Section 28 and any regulations promulgated thereunder. 

(iv) A minimum of 10 contact hours of instruction in aging and long-term care, including biological, social, 

cognitive, and psychological aspects of ag ing. This coursework shall include instruction on the assessment and 

reporting of, as wel l as treatment rela ted to, elder and dependent adult abuse and neglect. 

(B) This coursework may be from an accredited or approved school, college, or university as defined in Sect ion 

4999.12, or from a continuing education provider that is acceptable to the board as defined in Section 4999. 76. 

Undergraduate coursework shall not satisfy th is requirement. 

(4) The applicant completes the following coursework not already completed in his or her educat ion from an 

accredited or approved school, col lege, or university as defined in Section 4999.12, or from a continuing 

education provider that is acceptable to the board as defined in Sect ion 4999. 76. Undergraduate coursework sha ll 
not satisfy th is requirement. 
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(A) At least three semester units, or 45 hours, of instruction regarding the princip les of mental health recovery

oriented care and methods of service delivery in recovery-oriented practice environments, including structured 

meetings with va rious consumers and family members of consumers of mental health services to enhance 

understanding of thei r experiences of mental illness, treatment, and recovery . 

(B) At least one semester unit, or 15 hours, of instruction that includes an understanding of various California 

cultures and the social and psychologica l implications of socioeconomic position. 

(5) An applicant may complete any units and course content requirements required under paragraphs (2), (3), or 

(4) not already completed in his or her education while registered with the board as an tffieffr. associate. 

SeC. 45 .SEC. 55. Section 4999.63 of the Business and Professions Code is amended to read: 

4999.63. (a) This section applies to persons who apply for examination eligibi lity or registration on or after Janua ry 

1, 2016, and who hold a license as described in Sect ion 4999.60. 

(b) For purposes of Section 4999.60, education is substantially equivalent if all of the fol lowing requirements are 

met: 

(1) The degree is obtained from an accredited or approved institution, as defined in Section 4999.12, and consists 

of the following: 

(A) (i) For an applicant who obtained his or her degree within the time line prescribed by subdivision (a) of Section 

4999.33 the degree shal l contain no less than 60 graduate semester or 90 graduate quarter units of instruction. 

(i i) Up to 12 semester or 18 quarter units of instruction may be remediated, if missing from the degree. The 

remediation may occur while the appl icant is registered as an tffieffr. associate. 

(B) For an applicant who obtained his or her degree with in the timeline prescribed by subdivision (a) of Section 

4999.32 the degree shall contain no less than 48 graduate semester or 72 graduate quarter units of instruction. 

(C) Six semester or nine quarter units of practicum, including, but not limited to, a minimum of 280 hours of 
face-to-face supervised clinical experience counseling individuals, famil ies, or groups. 

(i) An applicant who has been licensed for at least two years in clinical practice, as verified by the board, is 

exempt from this requirement. 

(i i) An out-of-state applicant who has been licensed for less than two years in cl inical practice, as verified by the 

board, who does not meet the practicum requi rement, shall remediate the requirement by demonstrating 

completion of a total of 280 hours of face-to-face supervised clinical experience, as specified in subparagraph (K) 

of paragraph (3) of subdivision (c) of Section 4999.33. Any postdegree hours gained to meet th is requirement are 

in addition to the 3,000 hours of experience required by this chapter, and shall be gained while the applicant is 

registered with the board as an tffieffr. associate. 

(D) The required areas of study specified in subparagraphs (A) to (M), inclusive, of paragraph (1) of subdivision 

(c) of Section 4999.33. 

(i) (I) An applicant whose degree is deficient in no more than six of the requ ired areas of study specified in 

subparagraphs (A) to (M), inclusive, of paragraph (1) of subdivision (c) of Section 4999.33 may sa tisfy those 
deficiencies by successfully completing graduate level coursework at an accredited or approved institution, as 

defined in Section 4999.12. Coursework taken to meet any deficiencies shall be the equivalent of three semester 

units or four and one-half quarter units of study . 

(II) Notwithstanding subclause (I), no applicant shall be deficient in the requ ired areas of study specified in 

sul3paFa§FapAs subparagraph (E) or (G) of paragraph (1) of subdivision (c) of Section 4999.33. 

(i i) An applicant who completed a course in professional orientation, ethics, and law in counseling as required by 

subparagraph (I ) of paragraph ( 1) of subdivision (c) of Section 4999.33 that did not contain instruction in 

California law and eth ics shall complete an 18-hour course in California law and professional ethics that includes, 

but is not limited to, instruction in advertising, scope of practice, scope of competence, treatment of minors, 

confidentiality, dangerous clients, psychotherapist-client privilege, recordkeeping, cl ient access to records, state 

and federa l laws relating to confidentiality of patient health information, dual relationships, ch ild abuse, elder and 

dependent adult abuse, online therapy, insurance reimbursement, civil liability, disciplinary actions and 

unprofessional conduct, ethics complaints and ethical standards, termination of therapy, standards of care, 

relevant family law, and therapist disclosures to cl ients. An applicant shall complete this coursework prior to 

registration as an iflteffh. associate. 
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( iii) An applicant who has not completed a course in professional orientation, ethics, and law in counseling as 

required by subparagraph (I) of paragraph (1) of subdivision (c) of Section 4999.33 shall complete th is required 
coursework, includi ng content in California law and eth ics. An applicant shall complete th is coursework prior to 

reg ist ration as an tflteffi-: associate. 

(2) The applicant completes any units required under subdivision (c) of Section 4999.33 not already completed in 
his or her education as follows: 

(A) At least 15 semester units or 22.5 quarter units of advanced coursework to develop knowledge of specific 

treatment issues or special populations. This coursework is in addition to the course requirements described in 
subparagraph (D) of paragraph (1). 

(B) Coursework shall be from an accredited or approved school, college, or university as defined in Section 
4999.12. 

(3) The applicant completes the following coursework not al ready completed in his or her education: 

(A) A minimum of 10 contact hours of tra in ing in human sexuality, as specified in Section 25 and any regulations 

promulgated thereunder, including the study of the physiological, psychological, and social cultu ral variables 

associated with sexual behavior, gender identity, and the assessment and treatment of psychosexual dysfunction. 

(B) A m inimum of 15 contact hours of instruction in spousal or partner abuse assessment, detection, intervention 
strategies, and same-gender abuse dynamics. 

(C) A minimum of seven contact hours of t raining or coursework in child abuse assessment and reporting as 
specified in Section 28 and any regulations promulgated under that section. 

(D) A minimum of 10 contact hours of instruction in aging and long-term care, including biological, social, 

cognitive, and psychological aspects of ag ing. This coursework shall include instruction on the assessment and 
reporting of, as well as treatment related to, elder and dependent adult abuse and neglect. 

(E) This coursework may be from an accredited or approved school, col lege, or university as defined in Section 

4999.12, or from a continuing education provider that is acceptable to the board as defined in Section 4999.76. 

Undergraduate coursework shall not satisfy th is requirement. 

(4) The applicant completes the following coursework not already completed in his or her education from an 
accredited or approved school, co llege, or university as defined in Section 4999.12, or from a continuing 

education provider that is acceptab le to the board as defined in Section 4999. 76. Undergraduate coursework shall 
not satisfy this requirement. 

(A) At least three semester units or 45 hours of instruction regarding the principles of mental health recovery

oriented care and methods of service delivery in recovery-oriented practice environments, including structured 

meetings with various consumers and family members of consumers of mental health serv ices to enhance 

understanding of their experience of mental illness, treatment, and recovery. 

(B) At least one semester unit or 15 hours of instruction that includes an understanding of various California 

cultu res and the social and psychological implications of socioeconomic position. 

(5) An applica nt may complete any units and course content req uirements required by subparagraph (D) of 

paragraph (1) or paragraphs (2), (3), and (4) not already completed in his or her education whi le registered with 

the board as an lffieffi, associate, unless otherwise specified. 

SEC. 46.SEC. 56. Section 4999.90 of the Business and Professions Code is amended to read : 

4999.90. The board may refuse to issue any registration or license, or may suspend or revoke the reg istration or 

license of any ffil:efR associate or licensed professional clinical counselor, if the applica nt, licensee, or reg istrant 

has been guilty of unprofess ional conduct. Unprofessional conduct includes, but is not limited to, the follow ing: 

(a) The conviction of a crime substantially related to the qualifications, functions, or duties of a licensee or 

registrant under this chapter. The record of conviction shall be conclusive evidence only of the fact that the 

conviction occurred. The board may inquire into the circumstances surrounding the commission of the crime in 

order to fix the degree of discipline or to determine if the conviction is substantially related to the qual ifications, 
functions, or duties of a licensee or registrant under this chapter. A plea or verdict of gui lty or a conviction 

following a plea of nolo contendere made to a charge substantially related to the qualifications, functions, or 

duties of a licensee or reg ist rant under this chapter shall be deemed to be a conviction within tile mea ning of this 

section. The board may order any license or registration suspended or revoked, or may decline to issue a license 
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or registration when the time for appeal has elapsed, or the judgment of conviction has been affirmed on appeal, 

or, when an order granting probation is made suspending the imposition of sentence, irrespective of a subsequent 
order under Section 1203.4 of the Penal Code allowing the person to withdraw a plea of gui lty and enter a plea of 

not guilty, or setting aside the verdict of guilty, or dismissing the accusation, information, or indictment. 

(b) Securing a license or registration by fraud, deceit, or misrepresentation on any application for licensure or 

registration submitted to the board, whetl1er engaged in by an applicant for a license or registrat ion, or by a 

licensee in support of any application for licensure or registration. 

(c) Administering to himself or herself any controlled substance or using any of the dangerous drugs specified in 

Section 4022, or any alcoholic beverage to the extent, or in a manner, as to be dangerous or injurious to the 

person applying for a reg istration or license or holding a registration or license under this chapter, or to any other 

person, or to the public, or, to the extent that the use impairs the ability of the person applying for or holding a 

registration or license to conduct with safety to the public the practice authorized by the registration or license. 

The board shall deny an application for a registration or license or revoke the license or registration of any 

person, other than one who is licensed as a physician and surgeon, who uses or offers to use drugs in the course 

of performing licensed professional clinical counseling services. 

(d) Gross negl igence or incompetence in the performance of licensed professional clinica l counseling services. 

(e) Violating, attem pting to violate, or conspir ing to violate any of the provisions of this chapter or any regulation 

adopted by the board. 

( f) Misrepresentation as to t he type or status of a license or reg istration held by the person, or otherwise 

misrepresenting or permitting misrepresentation of his or her education, professional qualifications, or 

professional affil iations to any person or entity. 

(g) Impersonation of another by any licensee, registrant, or applicant for a license or registrat ion, or, in the case 

of a licensee or registrant, allowing any other person to use his or her license or registration . 

(h) Aiding or abetting, or employing, di rectly o r indirectly, any unlicensed or unregistered person to engage in 

conduct for which a license or registration is required under this chapter. 

(i) Intentionally or recklessly causing physical or emotional harm to any client. 

U) The commiss ion of any dishonest, corrupt, or fraudulent act substantia lly related to the qualifications, 

functions, or duties of a licensee or registrant. 

(k) Engaging in sexual relations with a client, or a former client with in two yea rs following termination of therapy, 

soliciting sexual relations with a client, or committing an act of sexual abuse, or sexual misconduct with a client, 

or committi ng an act punishable as a sexually related crime, if that act or solicitation is substant ia lly related to 

the qualifications, functions, or duties of a licensed professional clinical counselor. 

(I) Performing, or holding oneself out as being able to perform, or offering to perform, or permit ting any trainee, 

applicant, or reg istrant under supervision to perform, any professional services beyond the scope of the license 

authorized by th is chapter. 

(m) Failure to maintain confidentiality, except as otherwise required or permitted by law, of all information that 
has been received from a client in confidence during the course of treatment and all information about the client 

which is obtained from tests or other means. 

(n) Prior to the commencement of treatment, fa iling to disclose to the client or prospective client the fee to be 

charged for the professional services, or the basis upon which that fee will be computed. 

(o) Paying, accepting, or sol iciting any consideration, compensation, or remuneration, whether monetary or 
otherwise, for the refer ral of professional cl ients . All considerat ion, compensation, or remu neration shall be in 

relation to professional clinical counseling ser vices actually provided by the licensee. Noth ing in this subdivision 

shall prevent collaboration among two or more licensees in a case or cases. However, no fee shall be charged for 

that co llaboration, except when disclosure of the fee has been made in compliance with subdivision (n). 

(p) Advertising in a manner that is false, fraudulent, misleading, or deceptive, as defined in Section 651. 

(q) Reproduction or description in public, or in any publication subject to general public distribution, of any 

psychological test or other assessment device, the value of which depends in whole or in part on the naivete of 

the subj ect, in ways that might invalidate the test or device. 
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( r) Any conduct in the supervision of a registered intern, associate cl inical sociaf worl!er, or clinical counselor 

~ associate, trainee, or applicant by any licensee that violates this chapter or any ru les or regulations 
adopted by the board . 

(s) Performing or holding oneself out as being able to perform professional serv ices beyond the scope of one's 
competence, as established by one's education, training, or experience. This subdivision shall not be construed to 

expand the scope of the license authorized by th is chapter. 

( t ) Permitting a clinical counselor trainee or intern trainee, associate, or applicant under one's supervision or 

control to perform, or permitting the clinical counselor tra inee or intern trainee, associate, or applicant to hold 

himself or herself out as competent to perform, professional services beyond the cHnica l counselor t rainee 's or 
ffiteffl-'s trainee 's, associate's, or applicant's level of education, training, or experience. 

(u) The violation of any statute or regulation of t l=le stanearEls of tl=le profession, ans: tl=le nature of tl=le serYices 

being renderee, governing the gaining and supervision of experience required by this chapter . 

(v) Fai lure to keep records consistent with sound clinical judgment, the standards of the profession, and the 
nature of the services being rendered. 

(w) Failure to comply with the chi ld abuse reporting requirements of Sect ion 11166 of the Penal Code. 

(x) Fai ling to comply with the elder and dependent adult abuse reporting requirements of Section 15630 of the 
Welfare and Institutions Code. 

(y) Repeated acts of negligence. 

(z) (1) Engaging in an act described in Section 261, 286, 288a, or 289 of the Penal Code with a minor or an act 

described in Section 288 or 288.5 of the Penal Code regardless of whether the act occurred prior to or after the 

time the registration or license was issued by the board. An act described in th is subdivision occurring prior to the 

effective date of this subdivision sl1all constitute unprofessional conduct and shall subject the licensee to refusal, 
suspension, or revocation of a license under this section. 

(2) The Legislature hereby finds and declares that protection of the public, and in particular minors, from sexual 

misconduct by a licensee is a compel ling governmental interest, and that the ability to suspend or revoke a 
license for sexual conduct with a minor occurring prior to the effective date of th is section is equa lly important to 

protecting the public as is the ability to refuse a license for sexual conduct with a minor occurring prior to the 
effective date of th is section. 

(aa) Engaging in any conduct that subverts or attempts to subvert any licensing examination or the 
administration of an examination as described in Section 123. 

{ab) Revocation, suspension, or restrict ion by the board of a license, certificate, or registration to practice as a 

professional clinica l counselor, cl in ical social worker, educational psychologist, or marriage and family therapist. 

(ac) Fail ing to comply with the procedures set forth in Section 2290. 5 when delivering health care via telehealth. 

(ad) Willful violat ion of Chapter 1 (commencing with Section 123100) of Part 1 of Division 106 of the Healt h and 

Safety Code. 

SEC. 57. Section 124260 of the Health and Safety Code is amended to read : 

124260. (a) As used in th is section: 

(1) "Mental health treatment or counseling services" means the provision of outpatient mental health treatment 
or counseling by a professional person, as defined in paragraph (2). 

(2) "Professional person" means any of the following: 

(A) A person designated as a mental health professional in Sections 622 t o 626, inclusive, of Title 9 of the 
California Code of Regulations. 

(B) A marriage and fami ly therapist, as defined in Chapter 13 (commencing with Sect ion 4980) of Division 2 of 
the Business and Professions Code. 

(C) A licensed educational psychologist, as defined in Chapter 13.5 (commencing with Section 4989.10) of 
Division 2 of the Business and Professions Code. 

(D) A credentialed school psychologist, as described in Section 49424 of the Education Code. 
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(E) A clinical psychologist licensed under Chapter 6.6 (commencing with Sect ion 2900) of Division 2 of the 

Business and Professions Code. 

(F) Any of the following persons, whi le working under the supervision of a licensed profess ional specified in 

Section 2902 of the Business and Professions Code: 

(i) A registered psychologist, as defined in Section 2909.5 of the Business and Professions Code. 

(ii) A registered psychological assista nt, as defined in Section 2913 of the Business and Professions Code. 

(iii) A psychology trainee, as defined in Section 1387 of Tit le 16 of the California Code of Regulations. 

(G) A licensed clinical social worker, as defined in Chapter 14 (commencing with Section 4991) of Division 2 of 

the Business and Professions Code. 

(H) An associate clinical social worker, or a social work intern, as defined in Chapter 14 (commencing with Section 

4991) of Division 2 of the Business and Professions Code, whi le working under the supervision of a licensed 

professional specified in paragraph (1) of s1.Jbdivision (a) of Section 4996.23 Section 4996.20 of the Business and 

Professions Code. 

(I) A person registered as a- an associate marriage and family therapist mte-, or a marriage and family 

therapist trainee, as defined in Chapter 13 (commencing with Section 4980) of Division 2 of the Business and 

Professions Code, while working under the supervision of a licensed professional specified in subdiv ision (g) of 

Section 4980 .03 of the Business and Professions Code. 

(J) A board certified, or board eligible, psychiatrist. 

(K) A licensed professional clinical counselor, as defined in Chapter 16 (commencing with Section 4999.10) of 

Division 2 of the Business and Professions Code. 

(L) A person reg istered as a- an associate profession clin ical counselor ~ or a clinical counselor trainee, as 

defined in Chapter 16 (commencing with Section 4999.10) of Division 2 of the Business and Profess ions Code, 
whi le working under the supervision of a licensed professiona l specified in subdivision (h) of Section 4999.12 of 

the Business and Professions Code . 

(b) (1) Notwit hstanding any provision of law to the contrary, a minor who is 12 years of age or older may consent 

to mental health treatment or cou nsel ing services if, in the opinion of the attending professional person, the 
minor is mature enough to participate int elligently in the mental health treatment or counseling services. 

(2) A marriage and family therapist trainee, a clin ica l counse lor trainee, a psychology trainee, or a social work 

intern, as specified in paragraph (2) of subdivision (a), shall not ify his or her supervisor or, if the supervisor is 

unavailable, an on-call supervisor at the site where the trainee or intern volunteers or is employed within 24 
hours of treating or cou nseling a m inor pursuant to paragraph (1). If upon the initial assessment of the minor the 

trainee or intern believes that the minor is a danger to self or to others, the trainee or intern shall notify the 
supervisor or, if the supervisor is unavailable, the on-ca ll supervisor immediately after the treatment or 

counseling session. 

(3) Nothing in paragraph (2) is intended to supplant, alter, expand, or remove any other reporting responsibi lities 

required of trainees or inte rns under law. 

(c) Notwithstanding any provision of law to the contrary, the mental health treatment or counseling of a minor 
authorized by this section shall include involvement of the minor's parent or guardian, unless the professional 

person who is treating or cou nseling the minor, after consu lting with the minor, determines that the involvement 

would be inappropriate. The professional person who is treating or counseling the minor sha ll state in the client 

record whether and when the person attempted to contact the minor's parent or guardian, and whether the 

attempt to contact was successful or unsuccessful, or the reason why, in the professional person's opinion, it 

would be inappropriate to contact the minor's parent or guardian. 

(d) The minor's parent or guardian is not liable for payment for mental health treatment or counsel ing services 

provided pursuant to this section unless the parent or guardian participates in the mental health treatment or 

counseling, and then only for services rendered with the participation of the parent or guardian. 

(e) This section does not authorize a minor to receive convulsive treatment or psychosurgery, as defined in 
subdivisions (f) and (g) of Section 5 325 of the Welfare and Institutions Code, or psychotropic drugs without the 

consent of the minor 's parent or guardian. 
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SEC. 58. No reimbursement is required by this act pursuant to Section 6 of Article XIII B of the California 

Constitut ion because the only costs that may be incurred by a local agency or school district will be incurred 

because this act creates a new crime or infraction, eliminates a crime or infraction, or changes the penalty for a 

crime or infract ion, within the meaning of Section 17556 of the Government Code, or changes the definition of a 
crime within the meaning of Section 6 of Article XIII B of the California Constitution. 
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