
 
LEGISLATIVE ADVISORY 

 
SB 402 (Valladares) Chapter 413, Statutes of 2025 – Health care coverage: autism 

Autism Treatment Coverage 
Business & Professions Code 2290.5 

 
 
Operative Date of Legislation: January 1, 2026 
 
Attention Board of Psychology (Board) stakeholders: 
Senate Bill (SB) 402 (Valladares) was signed by Governor Newsom on October 6, 2025, and 
becomes operative on January 1, 2026. This bill relocates the statutory definitions related to 
autism treatment providers—“qualified autism service provider,” “qualified autism service 
professional,” and “qualified autism service paraprofessional”—from the Health and Safety Code 
and Insurance Code into the Business and Professions Code (BPC). 
 
Summary of Changes 
SB 402 reorganizes existing definitions related to autism treatment providers without changing 
coverage requirements and ensures statutory consistency across related bills. These definitions 
are tied to existing laws requiring health care service plans and health insurers to cover 
behavioral health treatment for pervasive developmental disorder and autism.  
 
Implementation 
Effective January 1, 2026, licensees regulated by the Board who provide behavioral health 
treatment to individuals with autism should be aware that the statutory definitions used to 
determine treatment authorization, provider qualifications, and insurance recognition have been 
relocated to the Business and Professions Code—the same Code that governs psychologist 
licensure. This change does not modify the scope of practice for psychologists or psychological 
associates, nor does it create new training, supervision, or licensure obligations. However, it 
does affect how licensees interact with autism-related behavioral health treatment systems and 
how insurers and health plans interpret provider qualifications. 
 
Because these definitions are now codified in the Code, licensed psychologists should review 
and update any internal documentation that references qualification standards for autism 
services. This may include treatment plans, informed consent materials, billing templates, 
supervisory records, and any policy or clinical documents that cite statutory definitions. Ensuring 
that these materials reference the correct Code section will help avoid administrative delays, 
billing issues, or discrepancies in treatment authorization. For practice-related questions about 
how to update such documentation, licensed psychologists should consult their own qualified 
legal counsel, and their professional association if they are members.  
 
This change also impacts licensed psychologists who supervise qualified autism service 
professionals or paraprofessionals. Supervisors should confirm that their internal compliance 
materials, supervision documents, and organizational policies reflect the updated statutory 
citations and terminology as now located in the Business and Professions Code. While SB 402 
does not impose new supervisory duties, insurers and health plans will be evaluating provider 
qualifications based on the relocated definitions, making accurate citations increasingly 



important. For practice-related questions about how to update their internal materials for 
compliance, licensed psychologists should consult their own qualified legal counsel, and their 
professional association if they are members. 





Accessibility Report





		Filename: 

		sb402_advisory.pdf









		Report created by: 

		



		Organization: 

		







[Enter personal and organization information through the Preferences > Identity dialog.]



Summary



The checker found no problems in this document.





		Needs manual check: 2



		Passed manually: 0



		Failed manually: 0



		Skipped: 0



		Passed: 30



		Failed: 0







Detailed Report





		Document





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Accessibility permission flag		Passed		Accessibility permission flag must be set



		Image-only PDF		Passed		Document is not image-only PDF



		Tagged PDF		Passed		Document is tagged PDF



		Logical Reading Order		Needs manual check		Document structure provides a logical reading order



		Primary language		Passed		Text language is specified



		Title		Passed		Document title is showing in title bar



		Bookmarks		Passed		Bookmarks are present in large documents



		Color contrast		Needs manual check		Document has appropriate color contrast



		Page Content





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Tagged content		Passed		All page content is tagged



		Tagged annotations		Passed		All annotations are tagged



		Tab order		Passed		Tab order is consistent with structure order



		Character encoding		Passed		Reliable character encoding is provided



		Tagged multimedia		Passed		All multimedia objects are tagged



		Screen flicker		Passed		Page will not cause screen flicker



		Scripts		Passed		No inaccessible scripts



		Timed responses		Passed		Page does not require timed responses



		Navigation links		Passed		Navigation links are not repetitive



		Forms





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Tagged form fields		Passed		All form fields are tagged



		Field descriptions		Passed		All form fields have description



		Alternate Text





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Figures alternate text		Passed		Figures require alternate text



		Nested alternate text		Passed		Alternate text that will never be read



		Associated with content		Passed		Alternate text must be associated with some content



		Hides annotation		Passed		Alternate text should not hide annotation



		Other elements alternate text		Passed		Other elements that require alternate text



		Tables





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Rows		Passed		TR must be a child of Table, THead, TBody, or TFoot



		TH and TD		Passed		TH and TD must be children of TR



		Headers		Passed		Tables should have headers



		Regularity		Passed		Tables must contain the same number of columns in each row and rows in each column



		Summary		Passed		Tables must have a summary



		Lists





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		List items		Passed		LI must be a child of L



		Lbl and LBody		Passed		Lbl and LBody must be children of LI



		Headings





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Appropriate nesting		Passed		Appropriate nesting










Back to Top

